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P R K F A C K. 

T was on the 30th April of last year, that in a 
leading article of a Lotidon newspaper (the 
“Daily Telegraph,” 30th April, 18G8), 1 read 
the following expressions relating to the AV^al- 
denses of Piemont. “ For sixteen hundred years, at least, 
the Waldcnses have guarded the pure and primitive Chris- 
tianity of the AjKistles. . . Xo one knows when or how the 
faith was first delivered to these mountaineers. . . Irenasus, 
Bishop of Lyons, in the second ceuturj' found them a church. 

. . . These gallant hill-men have kept the tradition of the 
Gospel committed to them as pure and inviolate as the snow 
upon their own Alps. . . . They have maintained an Evan- 
gelical form of Christianity from the very first, rtyecting 
image worship, invocation of saints, auricular confession, 
celibacy, papal supremacy or infallibilitj", and the dogma of 
purgatory ; taking the Scripture as the ride of life, and admit- 
ting no sacraments but Baptism and the Lord’s Supper . . . 
\o bloodier cruelty disgraces the records of the Papacy than 
the persecutions endured by the ancestors of the twenty 
thousand Waldcnses now surviving. . . . Never did men 
suffer more for their belief. ...” 

The quoted ex])ressions not being in accordance with 
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my former knowledge of the Waldensian historj', I imposed 
mwn myself the task of collecting as many books bearing 
on the subject ns 1 could find, in order to ascertain whether 
my old impressions were wrong, or the greatest part of the 
above assertions unfounded. 

The following are the principal books I have read through 
relating to this object: Jean Paul Perrin, “ Histoire des 
Vaudois,” Geneve, 1619; Alexander Ross, “ flAINSEBElA,” 
London, 1653 ; Samuel Morland, “ The History of the 
Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Piemont,” London, 
1658; Jean Lcger, Pasteur, &c., “Histoire Generale des 
Eglises Evangelujues de Piemont,” Amsterdam, 1680; P. 
Allix, D.D., “ History of the ancient Churches of Piedmont,” 
London, 1690; William Jones, “ History of the Waldenses,” 
London, 1812; Jean Rodolphe Peyran, Pastor, with appen- 
dices by Rev. Thomas Sims, M.A., “ An Historical Defence 
of the Waldenses or Vaudois,” London, 1826; Rev. J. L. 
Jackson, M.A., “Remarks on the Vaudois of Piemont,” 
London, 1826; William Stephen Gilly, M.A., “ Narrative of 
an Excursion to the Mountains of Piemont,” London, 1827; 
“ Rccherches flistoriques sur la vcritableOrigine desVaudois, 
par Momscigneur Charvaz,” Paris et Lyon, 1836; Robert 
Baird, D.D., “ Sketches of Protestantism in Italy,” New 
York — British edition, London, 1847; Antoine Monastier, 
“ History of the Vaudois, translated from the French,” 
London, 1848; Alberto Bert, Ministro, “ J. Valdcsi, ovvero 
i Cristiani Cattolici secondo la Chic-sa Primitiva,” Torino, 
1849; Alexis Muston, D.D., Pastor, “The Israel of the Alps,” 
the Vaudois of Piemont,” translated by Montgomery, A.M., 
Glasgow, 1857; E. Enderson, D.D., “The Vaudois, &c.. 
Observations,” London, 1858; F. M. “The Israel of the 
Alps: a History of the Waldense.s,” London, 1863. 
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Beside these works, I have consulted some of the known 
dictionaries and encyclopedias, viz., “ Le grand Dictionnaire 
Historique ou Melange curieux de I’Histoirc, sacre et profane,” 
par M, Louis Moreri, tom. viii. p. 47-8, h Amsterdam, 1780; 
“Encyclopedie methodique, par une Society de gens de lettres, 
de savans, d’artistes, &c., Histoire,” tome cinquietne, Paris, 
1791; “The Cabinet Cyclopedia,” Historjq by the Rev. 
Henry Stebbing, A.M., vol. ii., London, 1834; “The Ency- 
clopajdia Jletropolitana, or tiniversal Dictionary of Know- 
ledge,” vol. xi. ; “ History and Biography,” vol. iii., London, 
1845; “The English Cyclopedia,” conducted by Charles 
Knight, Biography, vol. v., London, 1857 ; “ Dizionario di 
Erudizionc Ecclesiastica,” del Cav" Gaetano Moroni, vol. 
lx.xxvii., Venezia, 1858, p. 212; and “The Popular Ency- 
clopedia, or Conversation Lexicon,” new and revised edition, 
vol. vi., London, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, 1862; and other 
dictionaries and biographies. I have also read on the subject 
many writers on Ecclesiastical history, both Catholic and 
Protestant. 

However, before assenting to the statements of the above 
writers, I undertook another and much more troublesome 
labour; namely, that of considting the principal authors 
({uoted by them, and of reading their original works. 
And, as I coidd not obtain all of them in England, I went to 
Italy, and was fortunate enough to find them partly in the 
Roman libraries, but principally in the King’s library of 
Turin; where I was allowed, by that learned and courteous 
librarian, Commendatorc Proni, to make extracts from some 
authentic, but not yet published, manuscripts bearing upon 
the Waldensian histoiy. 

But what induced me more than anything else to pub- 
lish, not all, but the most elcar and undoubtedly genuine 
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docunienti) so collected, was the precious little work of 
Professor James Henthorn Todd, senior Fellow of Trinity 
College, Dublin, entitled “ The Hook of the Vaudois : the 
Waldesian Manuscripts,” London and Cambridge, 18G5; and 
the notice given there of the long lost Morland manuscripts, 
lately discovered by Mr. Henry Bradshaw, M.A., Fellow of 
King’s College, ('nmbridge, and librarian of that University. 

Upon ray return from Italy, towards the end of last year, 
I was introduced by a friend to Mr. Bradshaw, who kindly 
showed me the Waldensian manuscripts, which, by the same 
acute and fortunate discoverer, are truly called “ the oldest 
extant relics of the Vaudois literature,” and I must add, 
“ the most important documents relating to their history.” 

I have thought it necessary to say all these things, to 
show to the learned reader the full reliance which is to be 
placed on the Documents, which I have with some labour ex- 
tracted from the originals, and which I now present faith- 
fully to the public in relation to the Origin, the Persecutions, 
and the Doctrines of the Waldenses in the alleys of I’iemont. 

If, from the evidence of the Documents, there should 
follow a conclusion contrarv to the assertions of writers till 
now considered of authoritv, I beg the reader to bear in 
mind, with the old Christian philosopher and martyr, .lustin, 
that “ Reason commands those, who are truly good and 
lovers of wisdom, to cultivate and love truth alone, casting 
aside the opinions of their ancestors, if they are wrong;” and 
that “AVc are not allowed to honour men more than truth.”* 


• Pra-icrittit ratio at tpii erre pii et phih^phi sunt, ventin unice colaut r1 
ititipant, recusnntts majoriim opiiiumfs sa/tii, si pranr siiit (AjmlogiH I. ml 
.\iitaninum Piam, § VII.) 

Ptus Iwiifiris nnu est hatirmium tanniiii iptam rrrituti (.Vpologia 11. pro Cliris- 
litinis. from SorriiUot}. 
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I conclude by saying with another glorious martyr, Ire- 
ineus, Bishop of Lyons, “ That from me, while writing in a 
tongue very dift'erent from my native language, nobody 
must ex|x;ct graces of style which I have not acquired, or 
force of expressions which I cannot pretend to, nor a choice 
of words and elofiuence which I do not possess ; I only wish 
that the Documents which, with a simple translation and 
some not unnecessary remarks and comments, I publish for 
love of truth, be read and accepted in the same spirit.”* 

I’. Meua. 

14 , (hoy » h»n Sf{uart, 

ywtnihtt' \st, 18U9. 

• Non auton rtquirta « nobis qtti a/wtl Ckltas oamutommus . . . onttionU 
tirtfin qtiam non tUdiamus^ tittfue vim Ofnscriptumia quam mn affretamta, napte 
urnatam verbonnn nU/ue siuuielwn qmm nescimus, std ftimpliciter ei vfre et uliotire, 
qwn tibl rum dilft'tioM scripta mntf cum dUectume jterciputs. (In 1‘ni‘fhtiono, 
AdwrsuH HaTowes,) 
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Part the First. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE WALDENSES. 

Section I. 

AUTHORITY OF RICHARD MONK OF CLUNY. 

ET US begin wth a document from the Chro- 
nicle of Richard, Monk of Cluny, published by 
Muratori (“Korum Italicarum Scriptores,” tom. 
lii. p. 447, et seq. Mediolani, 1723) from the 
manuscripts of the learned Bernard Guidoni, who lived from 
the year 12G0 to the year 1331. Richard flourished about 
1156, according to Martinus Polonus, Valaterranus, and 
Vossius: and Muratori (ibid.), on the ground of his having 
written, not only the life of Alexander III. who died 1181, 
but also that of Innocent III., who died 1216, argues that 
Richard must have lived writing at least to the last 
mentioned year. That the lives of the two Popes were 
written, not by Guidoni, but by the monk Richard, is evident 
from the following statement, written in large red letters 
immediately after the two lives : Hue ttsque Chronica Richardi 
Monachi Cluniacensis protcnditur et lermmatur. Now, in the 
life of Alexander, exalted to the Pontifical Chair in 1159, 
there is the following clear account of the origin of the 
Waldenses, ivrittcn, as we have said, by Richard, a respect- 
able contemporary, and preserved for us by Guidoni, a Bishop, 
compared to the first Fathers of the Church for his prudence, 

B 
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learning, and virtues: {Assimilatits. Patrilnis primitivis) 
(see Muratori, ibid. p. 274). 

“ About the year of Our Lord 1170' arose the sect and 
heresy of those who are called Waldenses, or Poor of Lyons. 
The author and founder of them was a citizen of Lyons 
called Waldensis,’ from whom his followers received the like 
name. He being a man possessing riches, abandoning every- 
thing, resolved to live a life of poverty, and Evangelical per- 
fection, as the Apostles did. And having caused the Gospels, 
and some other books of the Bible, and several authorities 
of Saints, whieh he called Summas, to be written for his own 
use in the vernacular tongue; he reading them often by 
himself, and little understanding them; proud in his own 
conceit, and possessing a little learning; assumed to himself 
and usurped the office of the Apostles : preaching the Gospel 


“ Circa annum Domini UCLXX. inevpii tecta ei hccresit tUarum qui dicuniur 
Vald^ntet, ten Pauperet de LngdunOj cujus auctor et inventor fuit quidam 
civis Ltigdunentit nomine Valdentity a quo eectatores ejut fiiorunt taliter 
nominaii; qui divet rehus exHtit et relicfit omnibuty propotnit tervare 
paupertatem et perfeciionem EvMigelicam sicut Apottoli tvrvaiveruni. Et cum 
feciuet tibx contcrihi Evangelia et aliquot lihrot BxbUce in vulgari et nonnidlae 
aueforitaiet Sanctorum quat tummat apj^dlavit, ra eiejnttt tecum legent et 
minus tone inielligenSy tetmt tno injlatus cum estei modicum literatus, Apot^ 
tdorum sibi officium usurpacii atque pra?8umpsit,per vicot etplateae Evangelia 


' As the author nentiona (ho year 1 170 aa 
the be^nningof the sect, and otberauthora, 
instead, point out 1160, and some hint other 
years between the two, and some other* 1 180, 
we may say that those who put the beginning 
of the Waldenaiansect in tl»e year 11^ speak 
of the first change in Peter Waldensis' life 
from richee to porerty, and the other*, who 
mark the year 1170. allude to the public 
spreading of the sect Alter which time the 
Waldenses were restrainetl or condemned 
many times; principally by Alexander III. 
in the third Council of l^temn, in 1179; by 
John ndleamayns or Dellismanibus, Arch* 
bishop of Lyons in 1182 or 1183; by Pope 
Lucius III. at a Council in Verona, in 1184 ; 
by Innocent 111. in the twdfth General 
Council, which was the fourth Latenn, in 
1216 ; where (in theI>eeTee II l.ile Haereticis) 
the Waldenses are doscribed as persons har- 
ing the appearance, without the reality, of 


godliness; and by Pope Gregory IX. in 
1*236. in a Constitution ^Decrct. L. r. Tit. Tir. 
de Haeret), with theee words: Exevmmtt- 
nicamus et anadtrmatizamut unirertot kaere- 
ticiu, Catharos, Patarinos, Pauperet de Lug- 
duno, etc. Dumnatique rero per EcHrMm 
&rrw/ari judicio relinquafttur, am'niadi'rr- 
stoae debita puniendL 

’ Pi'tcr Waldctuis, or Waldesiua, or de 
Vaudia, orValdo,or Vaudots (di^rent man- 
ner of spelling the same name by different 
writers), was a citisen of Lyons in fact, 
though bom in a little rilhige near Lyons, 
on tlie Rhone. He had his dwelling-house 
in Lyons near the church of St Niaier, in 
a street, which, after his expulsion, was called 
i7ue MaudiU, till the fourteenth century, 
when it was named Hue ITendrant. (See 
Guy Allard, ** Bibt. de Duphin^,** Chorier, 
Tol. ii. p. 69, Paradin, p. 127; and Per- 
rieaud’s documents, in the Libr. of Lyons.) 
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in the streets and in the squares. He caused many men and 
women to become his accomjdices in a like presumption: 
wliom he sent to preach as his disciples. They being simple 
and illiterate people, traversing the villages and entering 
into the houses, spread everywhere many errors. Called to 
account by the Archbishop of Lyons, John Bele.s-Mayus, 
they were prohibited by him. But they would not obey, 
offering as a pretext for their folly, that they ought to obey 
not men but God, who commanded the Apostles to preach 
the Gospel to every creature : arrogating to themselves what 
had been said to the Apostles, of whom, by a feigned appear- 
ance of poverty and sanctity, they professed to be followers 
and successors, despising the Clergy and Priests. Thus, from 
the presumptuous usurpation of the office of preaching, they 
became first disobedient, afterwards contumacious, and there- 
fore being excommunicated, were exiled from that country. 
At last, cited to a Council which was held in Rome before 
that of Lateran, they were adjudged contumacious and schis- 
matics. And being dispersed through the provinces, and 
mingling on the borders of Lombardy with other heretics, 
and also imbibing and following their errors, were adjudged 
heretics. 


pratditando ; mnlto$que /mwu'ww et muU^e$ ad aimilnn priT$umpiioii^ eom- 
plicea ttibi fecit, quo$ ad prcedicarulum, immiuam dhcipuloB emittehat. Qui 
cum es$cnt idioUe ei iUiieraii, f>er viUas diecurrenlce et domoe peiudrante*, 
m\dto8 errore* circum/iuafque diffud^mt ; et vocati ab Archiepisropo 
duncnti DomiW Johatuw Delee^Matpie, prahibifi euni ab eodem; ted ohedire 
minima voluanmi, velamen tiuz vetanice prcetawlentes ei dicentet qmd oporiarei 
magit Deo quam hominihut obedire, qui pr^apit Apottolie, omni creatuire 
EvangeUum prtrdicare; arroganiea eibi quod ApottoUe eral dictum ; quorum 
imifaiores el tnccejieorea, falsa paupertatis profestioikB et feta tancHtaiis 
imagine, ec este qnofitebanlur ; aspemaniet Clericot et Vresbyteros. Sic 
iiaque ex preesumpiuota usurpalione officii ptat-dicandi, inobedientet, daimla 
contnmaces ei exinde excommunicati, nh ilia pairia tunt expnlsi, Demum 
veto convocati ad Concilium quod fait Rom/r. ante Laieranense cdshralnm, 
fuerufif perfinacet et srhismatid judicati. Stegua diaperti per pr^mneiax, et 
in con/inihus Loynbardue cum alii* hrereiiei* $e misemte* et eorum errore* 
bihente* et sectayde*, fuerunt lywetiei jwlicati.'* 
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Section II. 

THE VENERABLE F. MONETa’S EVIDENCE. 


>^IIE second document relating to the Origin of the 
SS Wnldenses is given by Father Moneta, whose 
manuscripts, in the libraries of the Vatican, of 
Bologna, and of Naples, have been published by Thomas 
Augustin Ricchini in Rome, 1743, under the title, “ Venera- 
bilis Patris Monetce Cremonensis Ordinis rrmlicatorum ad- 
versm Catharos et Waldenses, Libri qimiqtte." Father Moneta 
was a professor of philosophy in Bologna in 1218, when, at 
the preaching of the blessed Reginaldus Aurclianensis, he was 
induced to abandon his secular pursuits, and two years after- 
wards gave his name to the Dominican Order. St. Dominic 
appointed him to be his vicar in Milan, and through Insubria ; 
and it is said that the holy founder died in Bologna in the 
very bed of F. Moneta. F. Moneta’s learning, zeal and 
virtues, and chiefly his patience when he became blind, are 
praised by many writers of his time. The year in which he 
wrote his work is clearly stated by him, when (Lib. iir. cap. 
iii. § ii.), after quoting the saying of our Lord: “I saw 
Satan falling from heaven like a flash of lightning,” the 
author continues : “ But He (our Lord) did not see the fall 
of Sathan with his human eyes, because it is not more than 
twelve hundred and forty-four years that he was incarnate.” 
(In the Vat. MS.), Sed non videbat eum cadentem secundum 
homo, non enim sunt plusquam 1244 anni quod Ipse foetus est 
homo : from which F. Moneta derives a proof of the eternal 
divinity of our Lord. Now this epoch of 1244 is to be 
marked, both because it gives us the date in which F. Moneta 
wrote his book, and it helps us to understand an important 
part of the following passage (Lib. v. cap. i. § iv. pp. 402, 
403) : 

“ Having proved that the community of the Catharites is 
not the Church of God, let us prove that the community of 
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the Poor Lyonists is not the Church of God. Tliis appears 
from what is said in the second letter of St. Peter the 
Apostle (chapter ii. 1 and 10) : ‘ Who shall bring in sects 
of perdition, and despise authority.’ Secondly, the same 
thing is proved if their Origin is attended to; because it is 
clear that they had their beginning from Waldcsius, a 
citizen of Lyons, who entered on this path not more than 
eighty years ago ; or, if they are more or less, the difference 
of more or less is little.’ Consequently, they are not the 
successors of the primitive Church, and «f course they are 
not the Church of God. And if they should say that their 
manner of proceeding was before Waldesius, let them prove it 
with some testimony, which they cannot do. Thirdly, it may 
be demonstrated that their congregation is not the Church of 
God through the remission of sins. ... You come from 
Waldesius, tell us, from whence did he come?‘ ... If they 
say that they came forth from God and from the Apostles 
and from the Gospel, the fact is against them, because God for- 
gives sins through his minister (John x.x. 23) : ‘ To whom you 
shall forgive their sins, are forgiven to them.’ Therefore, if 
God forgave the sins of W aldesius. He forgave them through 


“ Osiemo quod universitcu Caikarornm non e*t Ecclefia Dei^ oatendamm 
quod universitoB Pauperum LeonUianuni non eat Eccleaia Dei. El jyrohatur 
per xUud (2 Petri ii. 1, 10) : inlroduceni Beclas perdiiiome . . domi- 

rtaHoncmqHO contemnunl. . . , Secundo modo id ostenditur si ipeorum origo 
aitendalur. Non enim multum temporis eel quod eeae coepenmi. Quoniam 
eicnt Vodderio eive Lugdunenei exordium acceperunt, qui hanc viam 

iticcepil non aunt plures quum octoginta anni ; vel ii pluree aut paucioreif 
parum plum vel pauciorea exiitunL Ergo no» attni successorei EceleiicB 
primitiwp, ergo non sunt Ecclesia Dei. Si autem dica?U quod iuo> vita ante 
Val^leeium /uilf osiendant ftoc aliquo teiiimonio, quod minime fetcere poisunt. 
. , . pertio per remiaionem peccaiorum oetendi poieei qtiod eorum congregatio 
7wn at Ecclaia Dei ... Voi veniaiis a V^ilaio; dioati* unde ipte venit? 
. . . 8i dicant quod a Deo venerwit et ab Apoiiolii aique Evangelioy contra; 


• TAkiog 80 from 1244 wo have the year 
11G4, more or less. Now thU perfectly 
•greee with the documeot first quotcsl, to 
which the Origin of the Walden^co ia put 
aioiil tha gear of our Lord 1170. 

* Hero the author repeata the fable forged 


by the Woldenaea, that one of their chiefs, 
Peter, went to the Pope, and promised to 
him that they would hold to the four Doctora 
Ambrose, Augustin, Gregory, and Jerome; 
and that the Pope garo him the office of 
preaching. 
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His minister. But tell me through whom of His ministers 
did God forgive him his sins? Fourthly, the same is proved 
from the Ecclesiastical Orders, of which they confess that 
there are three at least — Episcopacy, Priesthood, and Dea- 
conship. Without these three Orders the Church of God 
caimot and ought not to exist, as they admit. Let us, then, 
say to them : If the Church of God is not without these 
Orders, and you are without them, it follows that your 
congregation is not the Church of God. If they should 
say that their congregation has Orders, I ask. From whom 
<lid they receive them? Who, then, is your Bishop? If 
they should name a particular man, I ask again, Who gave 
him the Ordination? If they name some other, I equally 
ask. Who ordained this other? And, so going on, they 
will he obliged to ascend to Waldesius. Next, it is to be 
asked. From whence had he his Orders? If they answer 
that he had them by himself, it is clear that it is against the 
Apostle, who says (Heb. v. 4): ‘ And no one assumes the 
honour, except him who is called by the Lord, like Aaron.’ 
... If, then, Waldesius had the Orders from himself, he 
glorified himself to be a Bishop ; in consequence, he was an 
antichrist, namely, against Christ and his Church. And if 
they should say that Waldesius had his Orders from God 
directly, their assertion cannot be confirmed by any testi- 

Ipse non parcil ni»i per minUlmm; unde: * Quorum romieeritie peccaia 
remiituniur ew ’ (John xx. 23). Ergo td remUil Valtleeio^ per minieirum 
Tomieit. 8ed die m/Ai, per quern, minietrum ei remteii f Quarto modo idem 
ostendituT per Ordhumi Eccleeiatitieiivu, quern ipex ad minue iriplieem o>nfiter^ 
turtSciUeei Episropafum^ Presbyteraium et Diaconatumyiine quo triplici ordine 
Eceleeia Dei non potest esse ttee deheiy ut ijm teetatUur. Dieamus ergo eis : 
Si Ecctesia Dei turn est sine istis orfiinihusy vestra autem generaiio sine eis 
esty ergo noxi est Erclesia />«. Si autem dicani : Nostra generaiio illos 
habety qturro a quo habuit t Quis enim est episcopus tester? Si dicant y talis 
homo; diciie quis ordinavit cum f SidicujU: Quuiam; queero etianiy Quis 
istum alium ordinavit f Et sic ascendeiulocompellentur usque ad Valdesium 
venire. Postea quofreudum est. Unde iste ordines habuit t Si dicunt quod a 
seijisoy palam esty si Ixoc est ; quia contranus Aposfoto sity qui dieii (Heb. v. 
4). Nec quisquam sumit sibi konoremy setl qui roeatur a Deo tanv/uam 
Aaron. . . . V^aldesius autem si a se Ordinem habuity clarificavU sejnetijisum 
ut ponfi/ex Jieref. Ipse igitur antichrislus fuity idest Christo et Ecclesioe ejus 
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mony of Scripture. . . . Some said that Waldesius received 
his Orders from the community of his brethren. The first 
who said so was one chief of the poor Lombards, called 
Thomas, a perverted doctor, and he endeavoured to prove 
it thus ; Every member of his congregation could give 
Waldesius the right of a ruler over himself, and so all the 
congregation could give, and really gave to Waldesius, the 
rights of a ruler over them all ; and thus he was made their 
pontiff and prelate. Rut if that heresiarch had understood 
how foolish that reason was, he would not have allowed 
himself to utter those words ; because every Bishop has the 
right of being a ruler, but not every ruler has the right of 
being a Bishop. From the assertion that they could give 
him the office of a ruler, it does not follow that they could 
make him a Bishop. . . . One thing is to confer Orders 
and another to give domination. Orders are given by a 
Bishop only. ... It appears, then, that it is a falsehood 
to say that Waldesius received Orders, and that he could 
give them to others. He had no Orders, and, consequently, 
you have no Orders, and you cannot be the Church of God, 
in which there are three Orders at least. Perhaps (ibid. 
§ V. p. 407) they might say that their congregation and 
the congregation of the Church of Rome are one, holy and 


contrariiu. 8i dicuni quoniam a Dro Ordinnn hahuii immediaio; iUud 
wdlo teatimoibio Scriptnrtx o$tetulere poimnt. Sdetuiuin atUem q^tad quidam 
dixerunt quod Valdosina ordinem habuit ah umvordtaU fratrum »uorum. 
Eorum autem qui hoe dixerunt auctor fuU quidam hsresiareha Vauperum 
LoTidiardorunu, doctor pervernw Thomat nomine. Iloe aniem ]>robare laliior 
niaus eat t Quilihet de iUa eongregaiione potuit dare Vahlssio juMnium, scilicet 
regcre seipsum ; et sic tola congregatio iUa potuit conferre el coniidit Valdesui 
regimen omnium^ et sic creaverunt ilium omnium ptonlijicem et jwdaium. Si 
autem heresiarcha iUe intellerisset quam faiuum istmi easel, neqtiaquam ex 
ore suo isiud procedere permisisset. Omnis enim pontyicatus est regimen, 
sed non omne regimen est poniijicatus. Q%umodo ergo sequitur ; potuerunt 
ei da/re regimen sui, ergo poniijicatum, . . . Aliud est ewbferre Ordinem, et 
aliud conferre reghnen ; primum tanium Episcopomm esi . , . Uihde 
pedam est quia fahviosum est dicere quod Valdesius O^inem habuit, et quod 
aliis conferre potuer it. Sic ergo ordiue caruit: ergo el vo$, ergo non estis 
Ecclesia Dei, quae in tribus Ordinibus ad minus consistit, (Ibid. § v. p. 407.) 
Forte dicerent quod eonim congregatio et congregatio Roniaruo Eccletue est 
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Catholic, though they are divided into two parts ; one part 
malignant, which now is called the Roman Church; one 
part benignant, which is the Waldensian congregation. 
But against this assertion there is the fact that the latter 
(namely, the Waldensian congregation) had no existence 
from the time of Silvester to the time of Waldesius, which 
you cannot disprove. Therefore the Church failed with 
Silvester, and it is shown to be false in the third chapter. . . 
These heretics (chap. iii. § i. p. 412) say that the Church 
of God failed at the time of blessed Silvester . .. . and that 
it has been restored in these times by themselves, the first 
of whom Waldesius was. Let us then ask from whence 
they know that the Church failed. And, as they have no 
testimony to confirm it, they will be reduced to silence. 
Let us show (ibiil. § ii. p. 413) that the Church of the New 
Testament, from the time of her beginning, did not fail to 
exist: ‘ The Lord God (Luke i. 32, 33) shall give Him (to 
Jesus Christ) the seat of David His father, . . . and of His 
kingdom there shall be no end.’ And Daniel (chap. ii. 44) : 
‘ In the days of those kingdoms God will raise the kingdom 
of heaven, which shall never be destroyed, and His kingdom 
shall not be delivered up to another people, . . . and itself 
shall stand for ever.’ {Ibid. § iii.) ‘A bad life does not 
take away the jwwer attached to the ministry.’ Hence, 


wui, sancta ei caiholiM^ liixi dim gml ejit* parti’s : tina est pars qim 

dicitnr moilo Romana Ecdosia, alia bmiffna qim etl eonffregatio V aUlennima. 
Sell contra. Ilia pars a tempore Silvesiri myn fait usque ad iempus ValdesUf 
quod tu qjossis osiendere ; Ergo Ecelesia defeeii in BUvestro ; quod fdUum 
esse osistuiitur in tertio capita. (Ibid, Lib. Y. Cap. iii. § i. p. 412.) IsH 
hmrelici dicunt, Eedesiam Deli tempore heaii SUvesiri defecisse .... in 
temporibtts autem isiis restiiuiam esse per ipsosi quorum j>rimus fuU Vnldesiusy 
Qimramus ergOf unde habent quo<l de/ecorit ? Et cum inde testhnnnium non 
habeanfj obmutescent. Ostendamus (Ibid. § xi, p. 413) quod Ecclesia Novi 
Teslamenti postquAm esse coyil, non desierii esse : *DalHi tlU Dominus Dcus 
sedem David patris ejtis . , , et regni (jus non erit finis (Imc. i. 32, 83,). 
Tn diebus auti’m regnorum iUorum stucitabii Deus eo»U regnumy quod in 
aetemnm non dissipahiiHr.t ct regnnm ejus nlteri popido non tradelur . . . et 
ipsum sted/it in (rtemum* (Dnn. il. 4'1(). (Ibid, § iii.) Mala vita non 
i(dlU efiectum suum minisferio. Ergo^ posito quod Silvester j^eccavit (which 
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though wc should admit that Silvester sinned and became 
wicked (which is false), yet the Church did not fail with 
Silvester. The minister does not lose his Orders for his 
sin. ‘Many (Matt. vii. 22) will say to me in that day: 
Lord, Lord, have not we prophesied in Thy name, and cast 
out devils in Thy name, and done many miracles in Thy 
name?’ They did so, not in virtue of their lives, but in 
virtue of their ministry." 



Section III. 

F. STEVAN BOKBONE »E BELIAVILLa’s TESTIMONY. 

take the third document from the writings of 
F. Stevan de Borlxine, called also De Bellavilla, 
from the name of a castle in Burgundy, where he 
was bom, towards the end of the twelfth century. After 
finishing his studies in Paris he entered into the Order of 
St. Dominic, and about 1228 he was already preaching in 
Lyons, and in many other places; and also on the Alps. 
Famous for his virtuous life, his zeal and learning, he, 
during the fourth of a century, discharged the office of a 
defender of the faith in Clairmont and in Lyons. He wrote 
a great volume on the Gifts of the Holy Ghost, and ended 
his life in Lyons in the year 1261. {See Quetif and Echard, 
“ Scriptores Ordinum Prredicatorum," vol. i. Lutetim 
Parisiorum, 1719, seec. xiii. p. 184 et seq.) Before giving 
Bellavilla’s document on the Ori^ of the Waldenses, it 
will not be useless to state a few particulars related by him 
in the above-mentioned work bearing on our argument. He 
says that he heard (Sorb. MS. fol. 391) from a man, who 


u denied by the author after%oanU)y el malue factue /uerit^ non tamen defecit 
Eccleeia m Silvestro, Ergo non amittitHr (or<Zo) per peccatunh, * Mnlii 
diceni mihi in dia die: Domine^ DonUtte: nonne in nomine ttio jeroplietavimuSy 
et in nomine tuo fbeyniynia cjcciTnua et in ytomiM tuo viriuteg nudloi /ecimite 
(Matth. vii. 2*2.) ? Non per vitam Bed per minUterium.** 
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assured him that he was present on the occasion, that in a 
town of Lombardy there were seven chiefs of different sects, 
opposed to each other, who, at a meeting held by them, tried 
each one to establish his own doctrine, and to show the false- 
hood of the others ; and that everyone concluded his speech 
by excommunicating everybody else, if they should propose 
or accept anything contrary to his belief. He also relates 
that in the town called JoinvUle (super Sagonam in Diacesi 
Bisuntinensi (Bisan:on) appeared a man in disguise, who, 
being summoned before a magistrate and obliged to give an 
account of himself, admitted that for eighteen years he had 
been absent from the place in order to study in Milan the 
tenets of the Waldensian sect; that there were seventeen 
sects, everyone contrary to the others, which sects were also 
condemned by those of his sect (and he gave the names of 
them all); and that he was of the sect of those called the 
Poor of Lyons, who also call themselves Poor of Spirit, who, 
from the name of their chief, arc called Waldenses, who, 
amongst other errors, condemn every person possessing 
earthly goods. Prima, de qua ipse erat, dicebantur Pauperes 
de Lugduno, qui se etiatn vocant Pauperes Spiritu, qui dicuntur 
Valdenses a suo herresiarcha, qui cum aliis erroribus suis 
damnant omnes terrena possidentes (L. C.). But let us hear 
on the subject F. Steven Borbone dc Bellavilla in the thirty- 
first chapter of his work already quoted. 

“ Fourthly, we ought to speak of the heretics of our time, 
namely of the Waldenses, whence they had their beginning, 
and from whom and why and how they are so called. From 
the author of this heresy named Waldensis, they are called 
Waldenses. They are also called Poor of Lyons, because 
they began to profess poverty there. They call themselves 


“Quaiio dic^ndum de heereikin noefri scilu^t W ai-derunbns . . . 

vnffd or(um kainteruni^ et wide ei quare et quomodc a^ypeUentur. W aldensea 
autem dic4i ftini a jmmo hu^tut hceretU auctore qui fuit W (Udlensit, 

Dicuniur eiiami Pauperee de LH^duno, quia ibi iucjceperiini *‘n profeseione 
pauperiaiis. Vacant autem $e “ Pauperes Spirtiu^** projder quod Dominua 
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Poor of Spirit, because our Lord said (Matt, v.) ‘Blessed 
are the poor of spirit.' Truly poor in their spirit, without 
any spiritual good and without the Holy Ghost. That sect 
took its origin in the following way, as I have been told by 
many who knew their elders, and by that Priest who was 
much respected and rich in the town of Lyons, and was a 
friend of our brethren, Bernard Ydros by name, who, when 
he was young and a transcriber,* wrote for money for the 
said Waldensis the first books possessed by the Waldenses 
in the old Provenjal language. The translator, under whose 
dictation the books were written, was Steven de Ansa (or 
de Emsa, MS. Rotom. ), whom I have often seen. He after- 
■wards obtained an Ecclesiastical benefice in the Cathedral 
of Lyons, and falling from the roof of a house, which he was 
building, he was suddenly killed. A rich man in the said 
town, called Waldensis, hearing the Gospels, and having a 
little learning, desirous to know their contents, made a bar- 
gain with these Priests, that the one should translate the 
Gospels into the vernacular language, and the other should 
write under the dictation of the first. They did so ; and with 
the Gospels they also translated many other books of the Bible, 
and many authorities of Saints imited under titles which they 


(licit (Matt. V.) * Beali pauperes Et vere paupere* in Bpiritu 

a sjnritualibuB et a Spirtiu Sancio. Incapit aufem ilia secta per hunc 
mcdumy sccuiuium guod ego a pluribue qui prioree oorum videruni^ el a 
SaccrdMe iUo gai eatU hoiwraixu erai et dives in eivUale LugduneMiy et 
amicus fratrum nostroruMy qui dicius fuit Bemardus Ydros : guiy cum essei 
juvexiis et scriptoTy seripsit dicto Waldensi priores Idjros pro pecunia in 
JiomaxM guos ijpsi habuerunty irans/erenle ei diclanie ei Stephana de Attsa 
(Cod. Rotomag. de Emsa)y qui posfea beneficiatus in Ecclesia majore 
Lugdunensi (Cod, Rotom. protnoius est m S(Xcerdotem el^y de solaria domus 
quam tedijicahai corruensy marie s^iia vitam Jinivit, qxtem ego vidi sc^. 
Quidam (lives rebus in dicta nrhe d ictus Waldewis audiens EvangeUoy cum 
noti csset multum litferaltis, curiosus intelligere quid dicerenf, fecit pactum 
cum dictis sacerdotibus, alteri id tratis/eret ei in vttlgariy alteri ui scriheret 
qucE iUe dictaret : quod fecerunt. Similiter multos lihros BihlicBy et auctori- 
tales Sanctorum mxdtas j^ter titxdos congregaiaSy gxMS Senientias appellabaTti. 


* In that age, in which tho art of printing wan unknown, it waa a reapecteil and uacful 
profmion to be a good transcriber. 
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called Sentences. Now the same citizen, often reading those 
writings and learning them by heart, resolved to keep Evan- 
gelical perfection as the Apostles did. He sold every thing 
he had, and through contempt of this world threw his money 
into the streets to the poor : and preaching the Gospels and 
what he had learned by heart, presumptuously assumed the 
office of the Apostles. So he succeeded in gathering to- 
gether men and women : and teaching them the Gospels, 
induced them to do the same : and though they were of a 
verj' low state and profession, he sent them to preach 
through the surrounding villages. They, men and women, 
silly and illiterate, going here and there through the country, 
entering into the houses, and preaching in the squares and- 
also in the Churches, induced others to do the same. But 
as by their temerity and ignorance, they spread many errors 
and scandals all around, they were called to account by the 
Bishop of L}'ons, named John, who commanded them not to 
dare to explain the Scriptures nor to preach any more. 
They defended themselves with the answer of the Apostles 
(Act. V.) ; and their master assuming to himself the ministry 
of St. Peter, answered, as St. Peter did to the chief Priests : 
It is necessary to obey God rather than men : God commanded 
the Apostles to preach the Gospel to every creature. As if our 


Qiux e«m diciu» chit hgeret et cords tstiuB Jirntciret, proposuit tiervare 
perfeettotu'm Evangolicamy tU Apoitcli FervaveraHt. Qui rebus snis omnibtts 
verniitiSf in conteuiplum mundi, per hdum ^^^upcrtbuB pecuniam suam pro- 
jtciehai ; et officium ApoBfolorum nsurjxivit et pTcrsum)mt ; Evangelia et ea 
qufo eorJe refinuerai per vices et platens fmedicandot hnmims et 

muliercs ad idem facicruhtm ad se convocafido^ firmans eis Evantjelia. Quos 
etiam per cWcumjacentes mitttdiol ad prcedicandxim viUseimorum 

quorxmcwtnqve opciarmi. Qui etiam tarn homines quam muUeres idiotie et 
xlUterati per villas discurrentes cl domos jienetrantes et in plafeis pradicantes 
et etiam in EcclceiiSy ail idem alios provocabant, Cimx aufem ex temeriiate 
sua ef iqnorantia mulfos errort^ ctscandala circumquaque difiuTHlerent vocati 
ah episcopo Lugdunensi^ qui Joannes vocahatuTf prohibuit eis ne inlromitto- 
rent se de Scripturis erponendis vcl jynedicandis. Ipsi autom reenrrentes 
et retponsionem AjK>8tolarum fAct. v.^ et mngisier earum usurjians Petri 
ofiicium ; sicui ijise resporulit jyrincipibus sacerdotum ; nit ; Obedire oporict 
magis T)eo qnam hominibus qui pneceperat Apostolis., prcedicare Erangelium 
omni eroaiunc (Marci in fine). ho*" dixissei Dominus eis quod dixerat 
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Lord had said to them what he said to the Apostles; who 
notwithstanding did not dare to preach till they received 
virtue from on High, till they were gifted with perfect wis- 
dom, and had the gift of speaking every language. They 
then, namely Waldensis and his followers, through pre^ 
sumption and the assumption of the office of the Apostles, 
became at first disobedient, afterwards obstinate, and finally 
were excommunicated. E.xiled from that place they were 
then cited to appear at the Council, which was held in Rome 
before the Lateran. As they were obstinate, they were ad- 
judged schismatic. Afterwards mi.xing with other heretics, 
and imbibing and spreading their errors in the land of Pro- 
vence and in Lombardy, they were pronounced heretics. 
They are hostile and noxious to the Church in the highest 
degree, they spread everywhere, appearing to have holiness 
and faith without professing its truth; so much more dan- 
gerous because they are concealed, because they cunningly 
disguise themselves in different ways and disguises. It 
happened sometimes that one of their chiefs was imprisoned, 
who had in his possession many means of fictions disguises, 
with which he assumed different forms like Protheus. If 
he was persecuted as wearing a particular form of dress, and 
it was reported to him, he appeared transformed. Now he 
had a dress and the usual attire of a pilgrim, now he had 


Apotiolii ; qui tamen pmAicare non povtumpterunl, utqaeqm imluti mriute 
ex alto faertmt, uxqueqno perfectisaimo et pleniseime scieniid perhtetTaii 
fuerwdj ei donum linqnarum omnium euaceperunt. li ergo^ Wahleneix 
acilicet et aul^ qnrimo ex pTteaumpttone et officii Apoatolici itaurqnUiotte, ceci~ 
derunl in i7ud>ediontiamj demum in contumaciam^ demnm in excommunica- 
tionia aententiam. Tost exqmlei ah ilia terra, ad concilium quod fuit Romcc 
ante Laterannue vocati et pertinacea, fuorunt achiemaiici poatea judieati, 
Poatea in Provinciie terra et Lombardigs cum aliia heretic.ia ae cuimiaceniea, 
et errorem eorum bihentea ei aerentea haretici aunt judieati. Eccleaue infea~ 
iiaaimi ei periculoaiaaimi, ubique diacurrontea, apeciem aanctitatia etjuiei qtran 
iendeniea, veritatem autem ejua non habentca ; tanto periculoaiorea quanto 
oceultiorea, ae aub diveraia hominum hobitibua et ariijiciia tranajigurantca. 
Aliquando quidammaximua inter eoa fuit captuaqui aecum ferebat multorum 
arifficiorum indicia, in quee- quaai Proteua ae tran^gnrabai . 8i qtuerereUtr 
in MM aimUitudine et ei innoteaceret, in aliam ae tranamutabat. Aliquando 
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the stick and the iron of a penitent man ; now he had the 
fictitious habit of a shoemaker, now of a barber, now of a 
mower, &c. The others are doing the same. This sect 
began in the 3 'earofour Lord 1170, or (as it is in MS. Rotom.) 
1180* under John Holesmanis or Belesmanis, Archbishop of 
Lyons.” 


Section IV. 

ABBOT Bernard’s evidence. 

URTHER evidence relating to the time in which 
the Waldenses made their first appearance, is 
given to us by an old Abbot who had his title 
from the Abbey called Chaud Fountain (Fontis Calidi). His 
manuscripts were published by Jacob Gretzer, S. J. and are 
printed in the Great Librarj’ of the Fathers (“Bibliotheca 
Veterum Patrum,” &c. vol. xxv. p. 1585, et seq. Lugduni, 
1677). It is supposed that he wrote his book towards 
the end of the twelfth century. His work bears this title, 
“ Bernard us Abbas Fontis Calidi adversus Valdensium sec- 
tam.” In twelve chapters he relates and confutes the errors 
for which the Waldenses were condemned by Bernard Arch- 
bishop of Narbonne after a discussion which took place under 
the presidency of Raj-mundus de Deventria a Priest of high 



/erehat hahUum et fitjnacula ^wrejjrnm’, aliqxuMido haculam jxt^iiientiarii et 
ferravienta^ aliqxtando eejingehai suforem^^ alitpiando harhiiontorem^ aliquando 
mesttorem ac dlii simiUter idem faciuni.** *^Ine<eptf autem Juec $eeta oh 
incamaiione Domini MCLXX eub Joanne dieto Holesmanis Arehiepiscopo 
Lugdunensi (in Cod. Rotom, mclxxx sub Joanne dich Belesmanis)y ^‘6. 


* John BclcsmAniK, or Do BolliimAoibui^ 
being Riflhop of Poitiera in tbc year 1181, 
waa elected Archbishop of Narbonne. How- 
erer, when W went to Rome to obtain the 
■anction of the Pope, the clergy of Lyona 
cboae him to bo their Archbiabop and Primate. 

Pope Lucius HI., newly rai*<ea to the Pope* 
dom, eontirtned this second election in the 
year 1182, and made him Legate of the 
Apostolical Cliair in tlio kingdom of Franro. 


John, in 1195, renounced spontaneously his 
seat, and retired to the monastery of CLir 
Valle, Ubi viiqve nd mortem cvm marima 
pietfU* et doctrina ptrstvemvit. (See 
“Gallia Christiana, '* toJ. it. p. 130, «/ ttq. 
Paris, 1728). From this notice it appears 
that BplIeMnanis could not pronounce, to 
Lyons, his sentence against the Waldenses 
b^ure the year 1182 or 1183. 
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respectability. He, after having heard the allegations of the 
two jiarties, gave his final sentence in writing and pronounced 
the Waldenses to be heretics, under the heads of which 
they were accused. Auditis igitur partium allegationibus, 
prcefatus judex per scriptum definitivam dcdit sententiam, et 
heereticos esse, in capitidvi de qnihm accusati fuerant, pronun- 
ciavit (ibid.). In reading his statement it will be observed 
that he, having called the W alilenses by the name by which 
they were called by all contemporaries who wrote in Latin, 
he assumes the liberty of deriving its signification from a 
dense valley a voile densa, in order to have an opportunity 
of making a moral allusion to their errors. The same obser- 
vation is applicable to Eberardus Flandrensis of Bctunia (an- 
other author of the same century) who in the xxvth chapter 
of his book, entitled “ Antiha;reseos,” says that they called 
themselves VaUenses eo quod in voile locrymorum maneont (see 
Bibl. PP. L. C. p. 1525). And as we have here related 
the mystical etymology given to the name Waldensis by 
these writers, let us bear in mind what is stated by the best 
historians about the surname of Peter the wealthy merchant 
of Lyons (sec “ Helyot, Histoire Complete des Ordres 
Monastiques,” vol. ii. p. 283, et seq. Guingamp. 1839). 
He was a native of a village called Vaud or Vaux in Dau- 
phiny, on the river Rh6ne near Lyons. Thence in his lan- 
guage he was called Peter de Vaud or Vaudois, and his fol- 
lowers are equally called Vaudois in the vernacular language 
from the name of their founder; and from thence most of the 
Latin writers gave to Peter the name of Valdensis from the 
Latin name of his native place, Voldum, and to his partisans 
that of Valdenses, changing the original “u” of Vaud into 
“ I," and giving to the word the Latin termination “ emis.” 
It is not surprising then that the two above-mentioned 
writers, dividing the name \ aldensis into two parts Vol and 
densis, and adding two letters to the first part, and changing 
is into a at the end of the second, in order to moralize on 
the supposed etymology of the name, took the liberty of 
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deriving it from Valle densa. Y et it must be confessed that 
this derivation is only a fantastical one. Let us see now and 
mark well the expressions of the Abbot on our subject. 
They are short and conclusive. 

“ Pope Lucius,’ of happy memory, was the president of 
the Holy Roman Church, when new heretics suddenly raised 
their heads. As if it were a presage of future events, they 
were called Waldenses, namely, from a dense valley, because 
they are enveloped in the deep and dense darkness of errors. 
Though condemned by the said Pontiff,’ with their rash 
daring, they spread throughout the earth the jxjison of their 
perfidiousness.” 


Section V. 

BEINERIUS SACCO’s STATEMENT. 

5 HE fifth document is from Reinerius Sacco, of 
whom Quetif and Echard, in their able work 
on the Dominican writers (“Scriptores Ordinis 
Prsedicatorum.” Lutetiaj Parisior. 1719), say, according to 
Leander (fol. 148) and Antony Senensis (in Bibl. Dom.), 
that he was born in that part of upper Italy called Gallia 
Togata, in the town of Piacenza; that he was at first, for 
seventeen years, a chief and bishop of heretics, and caused 



** Sanctie Romawe EccUsiof prersidmte Domino Lucio indiia rfcordaiioniif, 
gulnto extuUrunt caput novi httretid^ (pti qiuxlam prrssagio futurorum (Rcii mnt 
ViddenNts, nimirum a tuUe (Unsa, to fptnd profundxs tt dtnsis errorum tentbria 
involvantuT. Hi piamvia a pnrfato PoiUiJice comlemnati^ rirw suit ptt'fidut lomje 
lateque per orbem tetnerario nusu et'omutrutti^ (Id ib. in JPr<rf.). 


* Pope Lucius III. Mt on tfao PontiRcal 
Chair from 28 August, 1181, to 23 No- 
rember, 1186. 

' The Waldcniios were condemned, in fact, 
bj Pope Lucius III., at a Council held in 
Verona, in the proscnco of many Dtsbnpe 
and of the Emperor Frederick, in the vear 
1184, witJi these words: “Bj Apostolical 
Authorltr, and by means of this Consti* 
tntion, wo do condemn ercry heresy, what- 
erer name it bears, and princi|ially the 


Catharieea and the Patlierinca, and those 
who, with a wrong name, call themsdreii, 
with deception, the IfumUrd or the Poor of 
Omnem harerim qvoettmque no- 
mine ceneeatur per hujus ConetitutionU 
eeriem Auctorilate Apoetdira condemnamue. 
In pritnh erpo Catharoe ei Patherinos, et eo$ 
qui tt Humiliatoi rd Pauperea He Luqduno 
Jidto nomine mcnri»nftrr. (Sacr. C^ncil. 
Nora, et .\. Colloctio, lorn. xxii. Vcoetiia. 
1778.) 
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a great many evils to the Catholic faith in the province of 
Emilia; but that, after his conversion, having entered the 
Dominican Order, he defended, during the remainder of his 
life, the revealed doctrine against the false principles of the 
heretics with all his might, and wrote a book to the same 
purpose. According to the same Dominican writers, besides 
the manuscript published by Jacob Grctzer (“ Ingolstadii,” 
1614, in 4to. ), and reprinted in the “ Library of the Fathers” 
(“Bibliotheca Patrum,” tom. xxv. p. 262 et seq. Lugduni, 
1677), there are two other manuscripts of the same work 
of Reinerius. One of them existed in their Convent at 
Rouen, and was afterwards brought to Paris; the other 
in the library of Trinity College, Dublin (t. li. p. ii. 273, 
133), both on parchment.® These last two manuscripts are 
nearly identical; but Gretzer’s differs from them both in 
the order of the chapters and in the disposition and e.x- 
pressions of some sentences, though it is admitted that this 
also is a genuine work of the same author, excepting the 
German words interpolated here and there in the te.xt by the 
German publisher ; and, we may add, excepting the mistakes 
generally unavoidable when the manuscripts are very badly 
written and incorrect, as Gretzer confesses is the case with 
his text. Hear him in his preface (L. C.): “Eeinerii Com- 
mentarium ex papyraceo quodam codice admodum vitiose exarato 
exscrihendum curmdmue. . . . Utinani codex emendatior et 
emacidatior obtigieset! And, in fact, the title of the book 
in Gretzer’s publication, “ Reinerii Ordinis Prnedicatorum 
contra Valdenses Haereticos Liber,” does not comprehend 
the argument of the author, as the greater part of the work 


* Tlie title of tlie work there ie: S»mma 
Fr. Reiurrii de Ordinr Fratram Pradica- 
tamm, Dt Catharis et heoniafity tice Pau- 
peribut He Lu^uno. The prefnee is: In 
nomine D. N. J. C., nim eeeftt httreli- 
cnrvm olim /uerint qua omnino fere 

destrurUe $unt per gmi'uxm J. C. tamen 
duo prxaripalee modo inveniuntur, quorum 
altera twaiur Catfiari five Paterini, et altera 


Leonietit five Pauperee de J^gduno, quorum 
opiniones praeen'i papina annofantur Iq 
the Mme two OMnuKripts in the Bi^h chapter, 
De Falea Panitenlia Catharorum, the sii- 
thor tUtos «b«t he was: Ego autem F. 
Reineritu olim htfreeiarcha, nune Dei gratia 
Saerrdat licet indignur, etc., dieo indul»~ 
tanter. quod in annie XV' II. quibu* conitr- 
tatue turn cvm eit, etc. 
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ngniiist tlie Catharites. So it is witli the title of the 
fourth chapter, “De Sectis Antiquorum Iliereticorum,” which 
does not agree with all the names subjoined there, as there 
is a mixture of old and new heresies. The same Gretzer, in 
a long catalogue of various readings (Bibl Patr., Md. p. 
264), makes this addition to chapter iv. : ‘‘^Prater sectas 
Maniehrontm et Patherinonim quie occupant Lombardiam, 
et prwter sectas Ortliharionm, Runeariontm,” &c. ; and, line 61 
of the said page, chapter v., at the words “Eorum et rancor” 
is said instead, “ Eonim et Runcarii.” So, again, in chapter 
vi. (ibid. p. 269), amongst the Catharites a certain Joannes 
de Lugduno is named; yet, in the two other MSS. above- 
mentioned, this John is more than once called de Lugio : 
'■'•De propriis opinionUms Joannis de Lugio ; dictus Joannes de 
Ltujin baresiarcha” &c. I mention this in order to show the 
learned render that, since the Gretzerian text is so corrupt, 
although under the title “ De Sectis Antiquorum Hmreti- 
corum” there may be found some mention of the Poor of 
Lyons, that is no proof of their being of a greater antiquity 
than appears from the evidence of all other documents; 
and also from the following Chapter V. of the same text 
of Gretzer. Perhaps the adjective antiquorum is also a 
mistake. 

Before reading the document, observe that in the fourth 
chapter of Gretzer’s MS. there are the following expressions: 
“ Amongst all these sects which now are, or have been, there 
is none more dangerous to the Church than that of the 
Leonists, and this for three reasons. First, because it has 
lasted longer; some people say that it has endured from the 
time of Silvester, and some say from the time of the 
Apostles.” “Inter omnes has sectas qum adhuc sunt vel 
fuerunt, non est pemiciosior Ecclesice quam Leonistarum, et hoc 
tfibus de causis. Prima est quia diuturnior; alitpii enim 
dieunt quod duraverit a tempore Stivestri; aliqui a tempore 
Apostolorum." I am fully persuaded that nobody will 
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agree with tiiose writers, “ who, on the strengtli of the pas- 
sage quoted, endeavour to establish the pretended antiquity 
of the Waldenses. First, because the author simply relates 
here what some people say, alitjui dkunl, without giving any 
approval to that assertion. Secondly, because in the ne.xt 
chapter, in which Keinerius speaks for himself, he gives a 
downright denial to that opinion, as we shiJl presently see. 
The time at which the document was written is given at the 
end of the manuscripts mentioned by Echard (L. C.) : “ The 
above work was faithfully completed by the said brother 
Reinerius, the year of our Lord twelve hundred and fifty.” 
“a.d. mccl. compUatum eat jldeliter per dictum Rcinerium opus 
siiperius annotatum." 

“Chapter A’^. ‘Of the Sects of Modern Heretics’ (Bibl. 
Patr. L. C., p. 264). Observe that the sect of the Poor of 
Lyons, who also arc called Leonists, had its origin after 
this manner : The principal citizens in Lyons being as- 
sembled, it happened that one of their number died sud- 
denly" in their presence. I5y tliis event one of them was 
so much frightened that he immediately gave a great 
amount of money to the poor; in consequence of which a 
great multitude of poor gathered around him, and he taught 
them to observe voluntary poverty, and to be followers of 
Christ and of the Apostles. And, as he was to some extent 
learned, he made them acquainted with the Xew Testament 


Cfuip. V. — De sectis mxUmonm hiertiiairuM. Notn q\u>d secta Pivtpemm (U 
Lugdwio, qui etuon dicutUHr^ tali mMlo oria tM, Cum cUre$ maJoreA 

pariter Msent in Lusjduno, contujit qu'uiwn ex w mori fubito coram w. Umle 
quidatH inter eos tantuin JhU (errittts qmd gtatiia tmtjnum thesauriim pauperibue 
ero^vit; et eshoc mtiiima muUiindo paupernta wt cum conjiurU ; quo* ipscitocuit 
kaUre volunUirifim p<i»pertateu\^ ct cmc imitatorcA Chridi et Apoettdoruin. Cum 
nutem eeset ^upMiUulam littcratus. Nod Tegtamcnti textum docuit toe vulQoriter, 


A/oWemJ, “TIk* History of the Evno- 
jcllcml Church of the Valleys of I’iemont,” 
Londoo, 1058, 28; JfJm ** His- 

toire do* Rglises Krangeliqiies de Piemont,*' 
AmsteriUni, 1080, psffes 15, 125, 169; and 
a «cnru of tlieir imitators, copyists, aod fol- 
lowers. 


" Rubys, in his ^'HisCoire do Lyoo," 
contirms this statement, sayinf (page 268) 
tbnt Peter Valdo homme /ipand riche, le qua! 
cstant nno soir sur sa porto arec ses roisins 
pur pramler le fniii . . . un de la trouppo 
tumba siKlaio raide mort sur la place, etc. 
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in their vemncular language.” (Supply here what we know 
from other contemporariej, that Peter had the Gospels trans- 
lated by the two Priests Bernard Ydrosand Steven de Ansa, 
and that he and his followers went about preaching and 
spreading errors.) “ Being reproved for this act of temerity, 
he treated the admonition tvith contempt, and obstinately 
continued teaching, saying to his disciples that the Clergy, 
living a wicked life, envied their holy life and doctrine. 
The Pope then jironounced a sentence of excommunication 
against them, but they stubboridy disregarded it. And 
thus, to the present time, in every way they go on with 
their doctrine and with their rancour.” 



Sectiok VI. 

PETER DE PILICHDORFF’s AUTHORITY. 

^ETER DE PILICHDOHFE, S.T.P., wrote his 
book against the Waldcnscs at the end of the four- 
teenth centur)', as aiipears from the thirtieth chap- 
ter of his treatise, where he says, that it was then the year of 
our Lord thirteen hundred and ninety-five : “Jam sicut sert- 
bitur anno Domini Mcccxcv.” There are three manuscripts 
of his work. The first'’ is entitled, “ Oblatioues contra Hmre- 
ticos A’^aldensium.” The second,'” “ Obviationes Sacra: Scrip- 
turffi contra Errorcs Baldenses.” The third" has the full 
title, “ Petri de Pilichdorf Sacra; Thcologia; Professoris 
contra Ilteresim Valdensium Tractatus.” (See Bibl. Patr. 
tom. XXV. p. ii77, et seq.) John Leger, in his “ Histoire 


Pro qua ttineritaie cum fumci reprehens^ts, contempfit et capit insUtert doctrintc 
9UfT, discipulis suia, tpiod Clerua, quando mala vita easft, inculcret sancta 

litie ipsornm et doctrina. Cum autem Papa ejccommunicationia sententiam tu]i*sH 
in eos, petiinaciter eonteinpsenint. Et sic usque fiodie in omnibus terminis iUis 
pV'fdi doctrina ijmrum et rancor. 


\IS. •* XifoUimw MS. * Trj»»rw>n8i« MS. 
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Gcnerale lies Kglises Evangeliques de I’iemont,” at pages 20 
and 175, and many other writers on the Waldcnses, quote a 
passage from a fragment of Pilichdorft' detached from its 
context, in order to confirm by it the fabulous antiquity of 
the Waldenses ; as the same Leger and some of his followers 
are in the habit of doing with the authorities of several old 
writers on the same subject. The time at which the Wal- 
densian sect begun is already undoubtedly proved by the 
contemporaries in the first five articles, and in the fourteenth 
article of this jiart will be established by an unanswerable 
evidence from the ancient Waldensian manuscripts. I shall, 
however, state here and in the next sections some of the 
principal passages unfaithfully quoted by Morland, Leger 
and their followers, to show that the historical truth is 
actually confirmed by the authority of these very writers, 
who, either through ignorance or malice, have been too often 
quoted against it. Let us first read the whole text of 
the PilichdorfF fragment as it is printed. (“ Bibl. Patr.” L. C. 
p. 300). 

“ If the Waldenses should say that they are sent, let them 
bring forward some proof of their mission, and say if they 
have been sent by God or by any man. They are not sent by 
God, because, in order to prove their mission, they say ” that 
a eompanion of Silvester in the time of Constantine would 
not consent that the Church be enriched in those times, and 
that he for this reason separated from Silvester, keeping the 
path of povertj'; and that the Church remained with him 
and his followers who lived in }>overty; and that Silvester 
and his followers apostatized from the Church. Again, they 

Si Valdtnsfi tUcani $e wuam, dtctint miAfionis testhnoniiant et an tint wwi 
ciDeo vel nb homine. Son a Dm ; tpii pro stus miAsiunis initio (aliin indich) dicunt 
quod mcius Silmidri^ tentpore ConMantiui^ nolnit constntire quod Ecclesfia Constnn- 
tini temporibut ditaretur : tl tx hoc a SUrtstro rectssit, viam itaujtfrtaiu tenendo : 
apud qufvt etianit 8uu adhareniibiiA in pauprriaU dtqentibuSf Eci'bfia pounnimt ; 
ft Sdvtstnm cum idii adhtrrentibus ab Ecclm‘.e rficj/ cecidisuc. Jtan quod post 


'* Mark lh}» well, sa^." 
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say that three” (say eight)'* “ hundred years after Constan- 
tine some one came out from the country of Waldis,” called 
Peter, who equally taught the path of [loverty, from whence 
the Waldensian sect sprung up. But what kind of wonder- 
ful signs are there to give testimony to these assertions? 
While on the contrary, the most famous actions and wonders 
of Silvester are known throughout the world.” (Bibl. Patr. 
L. C. p. 278.) 

Chapter the First. “ The birth and Origin of the Wal- 
densiaji heretics is this. Notwithstanding that the sons of 
iniquity are spreading falsehoods among simple people, 
saying that their sect lasted from the time of Pope Silvester, 
namely, when the Church began to have possessions of her 
own. The heretics think that this is not lawful, as the 
Apostles of Christ were commanded to live without any 
possession of their own. ‘ Do not possess gold or silver,' &c. 
The Church answers, that the same Lord Jesus Christ who 
whilst in his mortal body said so to his Disciples, yet at the 
time of his going out and parting from them, he said (Luke 
x.xii. ), ‘But' now he that has a purse, let him take it, and like- 
wise a scrip.’ What he forbade at first, hedidallow them after- 
wards. It is therefore allowed to the Prelates of the Church 
to have possessions of their own to defend the Church, &c. 


tr(€ftUos a CortJitaiitim fvrrexil tftiihm e lyalUis Pftrus iioininatuj, 

ijtti fttiultUv vuiin pauptrlnthi fhcnit, a »Ktn Wtd/Ututi« aft vrtiu Sed ipur 

itii/na iHrtutiim pfrftibtnt tejttimonium f cum ttnucn fuctn ceiclfcniiiui ft 

mimcula Siiceiftri totum uimuium non Udtierunt. 

Cnput 1 . — Ortus et orujo harettcorum Waldensium tails esi. Ucfi inufuUatis 
fVn coram tfimplkibus mentiantur dicentfSf sretam ojrum durajuie a tem/t&ribua 
l^lveslri Fa/up, t^uanUo ritlclicft Ecclejtut ca>pit habtre proprias posscmoncs. Hoc 
furresiarchcp reputant mn Itccre, cum Apostoli Christi inne propriojum tnni vivere. 
(Matth. X.): NoUie possidere aurum neque arffentum, etc. RtNjxmdct Eedexia, 
(pml klem DvminmJem»Chri8tw(,qui qnamdiu manxit in corpore mortali iGxit a<l 
fiiscipulits t>erbum jfirtmixsum; »/«« tempore recemis et separtttionis ub eis dixit 
(Lucsd xxii.): tSed nuncipd habet saextdum tollal similiter et jieram. Qmnl j/ritts 
prohibiiii, pustea emteemi. fdeo licet Fraiatis Ecdenasticis luibere jtroprium ad 


Tltin three is r ml‘«fako of the tran- 
«*r!ber. It »nu*t be eitfht humtmi years, as 
tiic mmr' aiitlior wivf>. in the next pwuiigc. 
and tre nlmll Ace it aito in the Wal- 


tli-nninn maonAcriptx. 

Vmid or Vans, in IjRtin ValHumt tlio 
niione, near I.jnna. 
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Then they (the Waldenses) state a falsehood when they say 
that their sect lasted from the time of Pope Silvester. 
Wherefore, it is to be marked, that about eight hundred years 
after Pope Silvester, at the time of Iimocent II.,*’ in the 
town of Walden, which is situated on the frontier of France, 
there was a certain rich citizen, who either read himself, or 
heard that the Lord said to a youth (Matth. xix.), ‘ If thou 
wilt be perfect, go sell what thou hast, and give it to the 
jX)or.’ And as he went away sad, because he was rich and 
|K)ssessing much property, the Lord said, that ‘ A rich man 
shall hardly cuter into the Kingdom of Heaven.’ And again, 
‘ It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.’ 
And after a few words, Peter said to the Lord, ‘ Hehold, we 
have left all things and have followed thee.’ Hearing or 
reading this passage of Scripture, that Peter Waldensis 
taught that the Apostolic life was no more on earth, and 
resolved to renew it; and selling everything he had and 
giving it to the poor, began to lead a life of poverty. Some 
other persons seeing this, were touched in their hearts, and 

did the same Having been a length of time in 

poverty, they began to consider that the Apostles were not 


tU/emUnfi(naEoclesi(vn,4rc. , . . Meniiuntur er</o quott ta Ujnjyjrt Siletstri Pitptc 
Stefa eorum dunwerlt. Uwlt imtandum ert*® quod fere orJhujent'u aunts piuft 
PajMtm iSilrestrum, tempore Innocenin Papie //., in civUate IVal/ien, qt//p in fn'dms 
Fritncia sita est, fait tpmUtM civis dives^ tpu vet ijMt lajtt vd autlivit Dtminum 
dlrisse cuidam adiAesceni't (Matth. xix.): vis fterfeeius esse, vadtt vends omnia 

qme halts et dtt pttuperibus. Et cum die tristis abnsseif eo quod dives fumd mnltas 
possessumes habens, dixit Dominua : Quia dives dijJiciU ininiHt in requum cte/orutn. 
Ki itertan : Multo faedius eM camduui per foramen acus transire qwan dicilem 
intrare in retptum calorum. Et jMuii pauca dixit Peirtot Domino: Erce ttos 
reliquimus omnia et secuti sumus te» Puiabtit die Petros Widdensist cum htno 
amliret aut i^jertt sa'lidunttn^ quod rdn Aitostidiai jam non esaet in terra. Unds 
coqitabat earn iwiovttre ; et vewiifis et jprujteribus ibtfis, Ctrpit vi/am pou~ 

jteretn ducert. Quml vulentea ipiidam aiii, cortle coinpuncti sunt et fecerunt aitni^ 
liter , . , Cum auteui diu in pmipertate fuissent, inctvpervnl cttqitare quad etiam 


" Ail Innoccat II, Pope from the vear 
113ti till 1143) we mtist mv eUlier that the 
author M|K«kn here of the tiiite in nbicb 


Peter Waltlcnsis wae a vuuth, or that tho 
mamiicript waa incorrect, or badiv copied. 
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onl}' poor, but preachers also. And they too began to 
preach the Word of God. Their manner of aeting being 
reported to the A[)Ostolic See, the Apostolic Lord com- 
manded them to desist, because the preaching of the 
Word of God was not becoming for ignorant and unlearned 
people. They refused to obey, under the pretext that the 
Roman Court issued that prohibition moved by envy. As 
soon as it was known, the Church excommunicated them. 
And as they resisted with stubbornness, they were con- 
demned by the Church; and as they did not venture to 
preach publicly, they preached privately. Then in hatred 
of the Clergy and of the true Priesthood, assuming the errors 
of old heretics, and adding new atid dangerous articles, they 
began to destroy everything, except the Sacraments only; 
and to condemn and blame those practices by which the 
Clergy, as a pious mother, unite their children, as the hen 

gathers her little ones under her wings And having 

so preached secretly for a long time, and under the a|)pear- 
ance of fictitious godliness having detached many from the 
communion of the faithful, and brought them to their sect ; 
they thought their preaching ineffectual, unless they also 
scrutinized the consciences of their followers, through hear- 
ing their Confessions. And after a time, they began at last 
to hear Confessions, to enjoin penances, and absolve from 


Apoihli Chi^i non solum mint pauptres, imo etinm prffdicatores ; caperunt et 
ipsi prtrdimre JWbum Iki. Quoil ftosttpwm ad ikthm AfM}stuUetrm pftrmissd, 
mamhit Dominus ApwioliafS fpml cessartnt^ cum pr-tnliatiM verbi Dei rudibus et 
illiteratui non conveniat. Iptn mduerunt obed'we, quasi hoc ftomana Curia ex invidia 
prahtltret. Quo comperio Ecclcsin excmnmunicavit et)s. Et ipsi resistentes cw/i- 
tvJTUiciter, ab Ecclesia condemnuH sunt. Et quia pan in palam jmtdicare non 
prfrf^umebant, occulte saltern pnxdicahant. Unde, in odium Cltricorum et veri 
Sactrdiitii, ex antuptis nroribus veteraruirum htrreticofvm et stijfcradditis noris et 
damnosis articulh, incaprrvnt, solis excejitis Sacramentis. omnia destruere et c»n- 
demnare et rrprobare. jter qmr Clems, velut pia mater, Jilu^s conqrepd, siad yatliua 
cenujrojid jmllos suos sub alis. . . Cum autem lom/o fempt/re /t/rtice ftnrdicarent 
lallter, et multos, st/b p/'irtenm mnetitatis ap/mn /iti simulatione, ajidclium ewnmu- 
nione ad suam sectam adducereut ; cmjUalMtnt inittiles esse ipsorum prerdicatMues, 
uui ftiam scruiarentur conscieutiq^ credentium suorum jnr Coujemttnes. Tandem 
post mccessum iemporis, incerpes'ttnt Confessiones audire, jupniteu ‘ieu in,'unffere, et a 
peecotis absolvere. Et quin cretie}ites ipsorum vidinmi et qttoiulie vident eos 
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sins." And because their followers saw and daily see them 
endowed with an exterior godliness, and a good many Priests 
of the Church (0 shame!) entangled with vices, chiefly of 
lust, they believe that they are better absolved from sins 
through them than through the Priests of the Church. And 
if the Mercy of God be not pleased to inspire the Prelates of 
the Church to be more vigilant, there is fear that they may 
usurp for themselves still greater power.” 



Section VII. 

Alicumsllor SEVSSELI,’S EVIDENCE. 

|oiIX LEGEII, in his history of the Evangelical 
Churches, quotes (at pages 15 and 171) amongst 
others a passage of the Ilev. Claudius Seysscll, 
Arclibishop of Turin, endeavouring to prove the fabulous 
Origin of the Waldensian sect by the authority of so good a 
witness; and making him say, that it arose in the time of 
the Great Constantine, from a very holy man called Leo. I 
shall o-ive here the full text of Seyssell alluded to, from 
which it will appear, that if Legcr be not a deceiver, certainly 
he was grossly deceived. Archbishop Sey8.scll had the 
people of the valleys of Piemont under his pastoral jurisdic- 
tion, and visited them carefully in their villages and houses. 
It cannot be imagined then that he knew less of the Wal- 
denses of his time and their history than Perrin, Morland, 
Leger, and others, who sjioke of them at a later age. 
Seyssell wrote his forcible and elegant disputations “ Ad- 


exlrriari mncliltrie pollere, Sacmiolti eem Eeclrtur 'pimijilurim./s viliit,iiroh <Mor! 
et maxime atrmllilms insistm, cmlunt K ineliuf jier cm a pecaitia abmln jimM, 
(juam per Hiccrdota Ecclcsiir. El iiiti Eii-ina C/cmentia dh/iiniti faeril PirrIalU 
Erclemir mnjomn Inspirwe fiijilmiliam, limcntltim cM ne forte imjorm din atlhuo 
wurpent pfAtsUttem, 


*• Thoagh till* piirt of the document I here inserted it here to show the raider bow 
doee not bear dirvcil y on the present subject, far so f-ir a writer is to be trusu d. 
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versus errores et sectaiu Voldeusiuin," at the hcglniiing of 
the sixteenth century. I shall produce a few ])assages from 
the edition of Paris, mdxx., hoping that the reader will not 
be tired with seeing the same facts repeated many times, 
and in so many documents. The Origin of the Waldenscs 
has been for more than two centuries so much darkened 
with clouds of artificial misstatements by a great many 
writers, th.-it, in order to establish the truth, it is necessary 
to bring forward many more witnesses than would be the 
case with regard to an ordinary historical fact. 

“ (Sheet I. ) The weed of which we have resolved to speak, 
is the heresy of the Waldenses, who by the Roman Church 
arc commonly called The Poor of Lyons. (Sheet II.) There 
is confided to me the country in which the infection of this 
plague either began or has obstinately endured from the 
beginning of the sect to this time. It is more than two 
hundred years” since this heresy has been propagated in 
our diocese of Turin, principally in its extreme parts and 
amongst the gorges of those Alps, which divide France 
from Italy, both in the royal dominions of Dauphiny and 
those of Savoy : and the same sect has also in our age been 


(Fol. I.) Hue aiUem, de quo U>qui tUcrevimus zizmiui, tst Valdetmun\f 

tfuoa Pwiiteres tie Lwjthtm Ecclmn HtfUMun mUfo njipeUnt . , . (Fol. H.) Eat 
m mild reffio crediUt in qua pcftie hiiju4 lues vtl initium frtnt, t'd nb ippa sedtK 
vrigine tul furc ue/jiu; Utaptmi obftinntitnime persei'crtwit, Quijqie in hue Tnurin- 
biiecm matruy i« ejirtuds preeferttm tjue pitri'tbus el inter Aljnum qtuv 
GaUiam tib JUtlta delenmnant fttueex, tatn in reg'ui Delpfdnulique qiiam in Sabttu- 
diiiuii dUionef .•‘upra annos ducentos ft(K baretsuf invuinUf palampte uonnumiunm 


** ^^ark tlie wortU: It is more thou iteo 
kumimi yntrt dnee thi» heresy has been pro- 
payated in ourdioeese of Turin, amonyst the 
ytiryrs of ihitre Alps which divide France 
from Italy. ThU statcmvnt bafHos tlii? ai» 
»ertnn of the iimnen>ori«I exittU-nre of (l>c 
VAuiloiit in I'ii-mont. Ardiliivlutp So^am'U 
wrote his tlitpntations ccrtainljr not later 
ihiui the rear 1519. when he dird. Ix>t us 
allow that the woriia, more than two hundred 
ifeara, may mean any achlitional period of 
vuam Um tluin ooehundrrd, because tl»c ex* 
|wv*sii>n, Mio/r than two hundred years, could 


not then be exact ; the author ought to hare 
said, in tliia case, it is now about three 
dred years. Yet let us allow, for tlie sake 
of at^mient, tliat the time meant by the 
said expression be three hundred years liefnre 
the death of SeysaclI. Now, deducting 300 
frvin 1519, wc liave 1219 as the furthest ap> 
proximate year in which the WaldouBiao 
hcrpjiy could luire existed in Piemrmt, In 
Hectiun Xli. of thU lint part the ixader will 
Hod a more positive proof on the aiUie 
point. 
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not uufrequently defended by the iidiabitants, both by arms 
and by public disputations and preaching. (Sheet V.) Now 
in order to eome to the jxjint, it is proper to mention the 
Origin of this sect, in order that everybody may know that 
it did not proceed from a man in any way famous ; because 
its author, whosoever he was, had so low an extraction, and 
so little learning and reputation, that his very disciples do 
not dare to mention his name publicly : and as regards either 
holiness of life, or literary pursuits and virtues and miracles, 
he had no renown at all. He was celebrated on this account 
only, that he gave his name to a very dangerous and im- 
l)ious sect. It is said that he was called Waldensis, and 
that he had the freedom of the town of Lyons, from whence 
the infection of this jdague spread. Nevertheless,*' some 
patrons of this heresy, in order to obtain favour with 
common persons ignorant of history, tell the story, that 
this sect had its beginning at the time of Constantino the 
Great, from a certain Leo, a man of very great sanctity, 
who holding in abhorrence the covetousness of Silvester, 
then the Pontiff of the city of Rome, and the boundless 
prodigality of the same Constantine, preferred following 
jKJverty in the simplicity of his faith to being defiled with 

nb incolis et armi» et publicis tl'k^Uatiombus ooncionibusquf, mstm et'utm aUtle, 
(Ujen^t fiiit. . , (FoL V.) Priinum itjitur (ut ml rem ipstvn acfxtbmtis) Orupnem 
feettg hujm ta rutione commemorttre convenit, tU inteUiffani omneSy mn ah alicujus 
natninis vivo procesms»e. Hie etenim qualiscHmqiie. fnait, Uim obxuro loco mUws, 
tamqtte miUius doctrinfs nulliusque existhuitionis /uU, ut ne quuletu 

pulam proferrt audrant : utpoie qui netjue viUe Banctitate nequt HUraruin 
geientia netfue virtiUarn et miraculvmm fjhria clamsy hoc solo mm'vie fatnogus extitit, 
ifuad pemicioslsstmcB imfnissimmiiie rnio! ex suo nomine vocabulum indklit. V(d~ 
deni^ (ftiippe ( ut ajuni) appellabatttry et Lugdiincfisis urbis municejm fuU, uiule et 
pritiuj kujus pestia ounUujio pulluhwit. (O.yn/umlitur Jabul/i Jicd auctoris.) 
wmnulli hujus furreMs assetio'esy ad hlundiendum apud cuUjarts et hisiorua'um 
v/iunw J'avorefn, hanc eoruin sei:ium Omstantini Afa(/iii tenipwibus, a Ixone quodam 
nVo re/ij/iWiwrtf/K), mmp:dsse fahMianiury quiy cxccrata ^Ivestri Romana 

urlns tunc Pontificis avmitia, et Constantini ij*sius imiiuxLrata Urrqitione; jxiiqyer- 
Ifftein in JUlei simplicitate setpd vuduity qnam cum Silveatri pinqui opulentoque 
f^ieerdotio contaminra-i. Cm cum omnes, qui de Christiana reiupone recte sentie- 


*' Here, at the margio, it printot), *' The fable of the forge<l author ii refutetl." 
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the rich and earthly Priesthood of Silvester; (Sheet VI.) 
and that all those who were rightly aflfected to the Christian 
Religion, having united with Leo, and living according to 
the rule of the Apostles, transmitted tliis rule of true 
Religion to posterity. What can he more fabulous than this 
falsehood? Amongst so many approved Greek and Latin 
writers, who lived at that time or afterwards, who is there 
that has mentioned this man (Leo)? while there is left an 
everlasting memory of Antony, of Hilary and other ancho- 
rites, who, besides abandoning all worldly goods, passed their 
lives in the vast wilderness. From this single argument it 
is made clear that this hcre.sy had its Origin not from that 
Leo, or from any other man famous for doctrine and holi- 
ness, but from that very citizen of Lyons, called Waldensis. 
He with perverted texts of the Holy Scriptures, and with 
sanctity simulated under the garb of ]>overty, having per- 
suaded simple and unlearned men and women to adopt his 
own opinions; spread in that town and the neighbourhood 
errors not a few, under the pretext of teaching a new 
religion. Afterwards (as the inconstancy of men is eager 
for novelties) the number of his followers being greatly 
increased, and the heresy of their opinions having become 
evident, he with his disciples was sent into c.xile from 
Lyons. The greatest number of them took refuge in the 
neighbouring mountains, hoping, not without reason as the 


bant, aiihrsl-aent, mb AjtoMoforum rajuta rivrnten (Fot. VI.) banc per nrnnus 
ad poBtrros rme reVnjmnu latrmam tranenmerant , Qtio fane commento quid potest 
esse /abutoAus f Qins enim est inter tot probatm auctores Gnrcfts et Latinos, gui 
per id tent/nis rel deiuceps ertitere, epti hujus bominis fecerit mentiemem ? Qmim 
tamen Antonii, Hitarii, certerarumipie. anachoritarvm, qui prater rerum omnium 
bunmiiantm rontemptum, arctissinuim in vnsla solitudine vitatn drgerunt, menioria 
rcticta est sempiterna. Quo uno nrijumento Jit perspicuum, non a IsSone Ulo atien'e 
ullius nominis doctrintr sanrtitatisque vim ; sed ab ipso Lugdunensi cite Valdensi 
nomine, baremm bane initium sumpdsse. JJie neinpc, siniplieibus et inebeetis turn 
viris turn etimn multemdui, adulterinis Saerrr Scrijfttirer doctrinis et simu/ata sub 
jniupertatis speeie sanctitate, in suain sententiam persunsis, errorts nonnuUas sub 
novo retuponis pradeatu, in ea urbe vicinisepte lode disseminare eaqnt. JJeinde ( ut 
est bumana inronstantia novanim revum cupida ) aucto majorem in tnodum nssectn- 
tovum numevn et patej'aetn bartsi, Luephmo cum suis sequaeibus putsus, in pmxima 
montana toca pars maxima sunt defapsi, baud incoeptanter spevanles, quod eventus 
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event showed, that amongst country people labouring under 
the want of worldly goods, and still more of learning and 
Religion, it would be easy to persuade them to adopt prin- 
ciples, which, besides being pleasant in themselves, could 
without trouble be accepted by ignorant jiersons, when con- 
firmed by some kind of reasons and some authority of the Holy 
Scripture. . . . The poison began to spread gently . . . and 
by-and-by some persons of some leaniing, but already badly 
disj)osed against our Religion, or for some cause enemies to 
the I’riests, through opposition and envj-, bcg:ui to be united 
to the sect. . . . (Sheet LXXXIX.) At last, to put an end 
to our volume, I pray you, 0 simple and unlearned men, 
whosoever have been deceived by these barbas and heretics, 
I pray you by the power of Almighty God . . . and for 
the salvation of }'Our souls, I exhort and conjure 3 'ou to be 
on your guard against these false prophets, who a])proach 
you in the dress of sheep, but inwardlj' are ravening wolves. 
. . . Who forged some genealogies of that holy Leo. who 
never existed, from whom as we have said, thej- falsely 
state that in the ago of the Great Constantine their sect had 
its origin, and that in subsequent times others succeeded 
him.” 


(loant./ore ui nuticarur plebijf, inopia rertm t/urffis int/fniorum et docintue 

Rt>litponiMfue labomnti, ea faciU permitdrrtt qwp, prtrtfrquam quod concvpi»cibiHa 
t&sad pro ecM, m/iorw xmuper aiiqm fi auetorit/Jt« Saenr Scriplunr, npud impfri- 
tmn vulqfus airpt'idum haud (pruviUe positnt, . . Vtnrnnm paulnt'im difundi c<rpii. 
Donee paulnUm nonnulU aUcttJit^ litrratunr tin, xed aut Jampridetn de nostra 
Relu/ione male srntientes. aut ^ictrdotUnu aliqtia ex cavmi infend, ad (rmulaiionem 
invuliamque Ult/rutHt huk seette adhewrert copenint. (Fol. IJCXXIX.) Denique, 
vt Jinrtn imponamus ojteri, v(ts o gitnplices et ignari lUteranon, qukmmque ab his 
barbk et hereticu deerpti eetis, per Omnipolentis Dei virtutem . , . et per enlutem 
aninutrum vestntrvin, hortanujr et (d)eecramu«, ut ab ufis /aids prophetit caivafM, 
qui t'cniunt ad tw in vestimentis ovium, intrineeau nutem sunt lufn rapaces. . . . 
Qui genealogias quasdam coiifingunt iUitts s. Deonis, qui numquam fuk, a qua 
temjK/re Consiantini Magni sectam kanc, ut pradiximus, rntTium habume et <dio» 
iUi per tempffra succesdsse, mentiuntur. 
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Section Vlll. 



ENEAS STLVIUS PICCOLOMINi’s STATEMENT. 

^IIERE are some other authors to be quoted, not 
because their authority is necessary to confirm 
what is already proved by the testimony of so 
many contemporaries, but because they are brought forward 
by John Leger, as holding the fabulous antiquity' of the 
Waldcnses, whilst it evidently appears that they are all 
against it. Eneas Sylvius Piccolomini, aftenvards Pius II. 
(1458) is the first in order of time. His authority quoted 
by Leger (L. C. page 172) does not prove anything for him. 
Piccoliraini, speaking of the Waldenscs, says that they were 
a pestilent faction long ago condemned. Une faction pesti- 
lente et de long terns condemn^. Considering the date at 
which the AV'aldcnscs were first condemned, namely’ about 
sixteen years® before the end of the twelfth century; and 
the time in which Eneas Sylvius wrote his llohcmian His- 
tory, namely about the middle of the fifteenth century’, every 
body will perceive that the expression “ long ago" can- 
not be used to prove for the Waldcnsian sect any greater 
antiquity than the real one of about two centuries and a 
half before the time in which Piccolomini wrote his history. 
The passage (yEnem Sylvii “ Opera quie extant omnia.” 
“ Historia Bohemica,” cap. 35, p. 10.3, Basile®, 1571) is this : 
“ They (the followers of Wickliff) broke forth into blas- 
phemies, and began to clamour against all Priests ; and re- 
tiring from the Catholic Church, gave their names to the im- 
pious and foolish Waldcnsian sect The doctrines of this 
pestilent faction long ago condemned are these,” &c. 


“ ProrvpfrroU m blaifphfmtm ei . , , »ii nmnts lutnrrt Sacfrdoteg cfrpfrnnt, ct 
ah Eccima Cittholica recaientes, im)mm ValtUnsium sectam insmuani ampfesi 
mut. Jiujas j)€i)t[fcra ac jam pt'Ulctn damnaitt factianis ikymala suntf etc. 


” Bv Pope Luciui III., the jx«r 11R4. (See our note 8.) 
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Section IX. 

SAMUEL CASIXi’S EVIDENCE. 

•,I1E second in order of time is Samuel Ca.sini or de 
Cosinis, who by the same J. Leger (L. 0. p. 15) 
is made to say that the Waldeiuses are as old as 
the Christian Church; and the same Leger (L. C. 172) 
assures us that Casini says that he for his part cannot deny 
that the Waldenses always had been and still were members of 
the Christian Church. I could not find in the principal 
libraries of England or Italy Casini’s Vittoria Trionfale 
quoted by Leger (L. C.). But I have found in the King’s 
Library of Turin, a little Latin volume of the same author, 
printed in the same year 1550, and at the same place (Cuneo) 
ns mentioned by Leger, in which the same argument is 
treated; but tbe expressions are quite contrary to those 
stated by Leger. The book begins thus : De statu Ecclesia, 
De Puryatorio, De Suffrayiis Defunctorum, De Corpore 
Christi. Libelltis feliciter incipit contra Valdenses qui hcec 
omnia negant. At the end of the volume there is printed : 
Perfectus est iste tractatidus per me Fratrem Samuelcm de 
Cosinis die 26 Octobris 1510 die Sabbati in mane. Impres- 
sum autem per me Simonem Bevilaqua Papiensem in egreyio 
oppido Cunei anno nostree salutis 1510. Let us hear what he 
says on the point. 

“ These (pp. 2, 3) are the arguments of the Waldenses, in 
their substance e.xtracted by myself from their sayings, from 
which it clearly appears, that they conclude, that they are the 
Church of God, and that the real Pope is amongst them. ' 
The truth is manifestly the reverse ; because what they say 
cannot be proved by any direct or indirect authority of the 


Uttj sunt atupnn^nUi VaUlenMiim virtualiterer suis tUai^ n meej'C€rpta,erquibus 
clnrc potet inf art tpuni ipsi fnint Kcciesia Dei, ti quo*l tn i/wis tsl Pnpa, In 

contmrimn ixttd irritm, er» yt/or/ «r nulh audoritate Scj'i}itur*f, ntqnt dirtdt ntqtte 
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Holy Scripture, and liesides it is repugnant to all reason. 
. . . . From what pages before the end) has been said, 
after a sufficient division, it follows that tlie barbarians and 
the Jews, who evidently arc infidels, or the Valdcnses who 
do not know the Church of God, and who den)’ the practices 
of the Church of God, wliich she now holds, and has received 
from the primitive Church, are not the Church of God.” 


Section X. 

UEV. EDMUND CHASIPION’s ASSERTION. 



HE third, in order of time, is the famous Edmund 
Champion, S. I., who towards the end of his life 
in London, gave in his little pamphlet an eloquent 
and forcible account of his own Catholic persuasion to the 
English “ Academicians.” A passage of his also is grossly 
misrepresented by John I.eger, who says (L. C. p. 15), 
that Champion calls the Waldenses Majores nostros, and 
from this appellation argues that Cham]iion means to say 
that the Waldenses arc more ancient than the Church of 
Rome. And the same Lcger repeating again (L. C. p. 171) 
the Majores nostros as said by Edmond Champion, adds sati- 
rically: “Yes your Majors, from whom you have much 
degenerated,” liont votis avez Men degenere. Xow let us 
read the only passage in the Address of Champion” to which 
Leger can possibly have alluded, and mark either the igno- 
rance or the impudence of this undeservedly celebrated 
historian of the Waldenses. 


indirtete poUM hoc tlm, hno repvgnut omui rationi. . . Ex diefis ergo (probatur) 
a fvfficteuti divisione, non efse Ecclesiam Dei Intrlxtros ef J udtrof qui exprtfsc sunt 
infdcle^, nec ValdcnM* qtti ignorant E'clesiam Dei, et qui negant modum Ecclesux 
Dei, qnetn nunc tenet ei habet a primitiva Eccletia.** 


*'Pr<tKnpfionttadvfrsU9htsrrtico8: Kd- miris AngUtt — Sreunda ratio," 670, 

mundi Campiani Dationrs rrddtltt Acnde~ 671, Moguntlw, anno MIlCH. 
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“If the hercties should wish to have a Church, they are 
obliged to establish one in the darkness, and call by the 
name of their fathers those whom they had not known, and 
no mortal man had ever seen. If perchance they would not 
glory to acknowledge for their ancestors those who were 
evidently heretics, as Aerius, .lovinianus, Vigilantius, Hel- 
vidiua, the Iconoclasts, Berengarius, the W'aldenses, Lo- 
thardus, Wickleff, lluss, from whom they have begged 
some fragments of doctrine.” 



Section XI. 

PRIOR RORKNGO’s TKSTI.MONY. 

■jllERK arc two other Catholic writers of the 
middle of the seventeenth century, quoted by 
Morland, Leger, and a great number of their 
abettors, in order to confirm by some detached passages 
stolen from them the immemorial antiquity of the Wal- 
densian sect. The first is the Reverend Mark Aurelius 
Rorengo, or Rorenco, of the Counts of Lucerna, one of the 
Waldcnsian valleys. Sir James Morland (“History of the 
Evangelical Churches of the Valleys of Piemont.” London, 
1658, pp. 13 to 28,) and principally John Leger (“Ilistoire 
Generale.” Amsterdam, 1680, pp. 14, 163, 173,) quoting 
Rorengo with praise, makes him say generaUy that “ There 
is no certainty of the time in which the Waldenses first 
appeared, that in the ninth and tenth century they were 
not a new sect,” &c. We only observe that Rorengo speak- 
ing of the different sects of the eighth, ninth, tenth and 


Jli (^H<rretiri) (WfunUtr £ccUMmn, si qu/nn tx^eni, in lokbris vfnrHi<tre, ft iw 
parerUes asserere, quas nre ipsi noverint, neque tnortolium quisquam axpexerit. 
JV’isi forte gaudent nuioribus illis quos hirretia>s /iyuei, ut Aerio, Jovinutnoy 

I'ujilaHtio, Ihlvulioy lamomachlsy Btrriujttrlo, Wuhlefunbus, iMthardo, }Vicle/Qy 
JIussiOy a qtiibus pesti/tt\t qu/rdatn frngtaenUt dinjmatuin emendicarunt,'* 

I) 
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eleventh centuries, makes no mention of the Waldenses, or 
the Poor of Lyons. When he mentions the twelfth century, 
he points out that the Waldenses were condemned in that 
centurj'. But let us hear the Reverend Prior speaking for 
himself, and destroying the castle built in the air.” 

“ They of the valleys, in order to show that they are 
of an ancient source, put forward and boast to be the 
descendants of Waldus. . . . Now, Boterus relates, that 
from the j ear 1159, Waldus began to form a new doctrine 
in Lj'ons, and that he retired with his disciples into the 
valleys and Alj)s of the Dauphiny and Provence, and that 
some others went to Picardy. Gualterius says, that this fact 
happened in the jear 1160, and that Waldus was con- 
demned at the Council of the I.atcran under Pope Alex- 
ander.“ . . . Now there are persons who say that out of 
tho.se who were e.xiled from Lyons, there were some who 
from that very time retired to the valley of Angrogna. 
But I believe that they only stopped within the mountains 
of Dauphiny, because there is no proof either that they 


(Mle tfilli « vaijlUyno e « onurtiuo (H esitere (MU diKandenti di Vahlo 
• . . Ora U IktUw riferuxt che del 1 159 comincib V(d<lo a Jhrmarsi ttna imoi'a 
doUrina in LioM, e che in jfioco tempo gia siato caedato da Lione, e rifiratosi con i 
moi ndle vallt t Alpi del Deljinato e Provenza, (Utri tn Piccanlia, Gualterio di<x 
che foese tiel 1160, e che sia siato amdaiinato nel concUio Lateranese sotto pajxi 
Alessandro , . . Ora ri i chi vude che di qttesti ecacciati da Lione, chin/mti 
}'’(dde«i 0 Poi'cri di Lione, se tie Jbssero sino in quelli tempi ntirati nellu tydle di 
Anqroffna. Ma credo che soUtmente in sieno trattenuti neUi monti del Deljinato ; 
poichi non gi trova che abbino testimoniu di alcun fuo proqressOt ni di gastigo : ma 


•< Brovo nnrraziono di'ir intriMlutioho 
degU W'tici nt-lle Volli del Piemonte,” Torino 
103i, 67, 59. 60. And ** Memorie 

iatoriciie dell' iotrodutiono deli'ere»ie nelle 
Yalli di Lucerna &c.” Torino, 1649. And 
rIm) *' K)wme intomo ail’i miovR Confe«i>ione 
di fedc dellc Chtesc riformRle di Piemonte,'* 
Torino, 1658. 

" This IB Alexander the Tliiwl, who, ex- 
ailed to the Popedom in 1159, held ihq third 
Council of Lateran, which wm the clotcnili 
ireneral, »n the vear 1179, and dicil in IKl. 
The auertion of (inaltcriua, that the WnU 
densca were condemned at the aaid Council. 
IB not eonlinned, to my knowknige, by any 
document. That tome delc^tea of their 


body went then to Home in onlor to be au- 
tlioriacd in their proci.>ei1ing8, and that they 
went biick with a refiiaal, is the only fact 
aaoertained by the Kngliah Franciacan Walter 
Mapea or Mapeua, who saw, and tiad some 
conreraatjon with two of them in Rome, and 
has left a rerrintere.'rtinp account about them 
in Ills work, “ De Xngis Curialium,” kept 
among the MSS. of the Bodleian Library, 
Oxfonl. The part of the MS. in which is 
relab-d liia conreraation with two of the am-> 
hnssy has hetm published by ArrhhiBhop 
I'sher. in his work “De Christiatuir. hk-eieBiar. 
. . . Continoa succesuone/' 6ic. Londini, 
1C87, i. 112. 
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camp, here, or that they suffered any ]>unishment ; but that 
many years afterwards, having much increased in numbers, 
they sjiread into different parts of the world. ... So we 
cannot state with certainty the time in which they first 
came here. It is not very easy (“ Mem. Istor.” pp. 6 and 
7) to find out precisely the time at which the Waldensian 
sect was introduced here, and what their belief was. Some 
persons thought that they were Albigenses already confuted 
in the time of Saint Dominic. . . . Others were of opinion 
that they were followers of John lluss and of Jerom of 
I’raga. . . . But the common opinion is that they are di.s- 
ciplcs of M'aldus, called Waldenses, or Poor of Lyons, who 
exiled from France, retired part into the corners of Provence, 
part into those Ali)s which stand between France and Pie- 
mont. They had this peculiarity, namely, to live in common, 
and to be very secret in their doctrines. . . . Besides, in 
order tlmt their errors might not be there known, each one 
of them was ordered to attend publicly the Divine Services 
of the Catholics. . . . Now, without going from the proofs 
(Esame, p. 9), from the very assertions of your own writers, 
it is manifest that the opinion, of your ancestors having 
professed the Thirty-three Articles from the Apostles to our 
own time, is a false one. . . . Because though from that 
time to the present hour, there have been many sects, or, as 
you say, churches, adverse and rebellious to the Catholic 

che molti onni th}) 0 , avtmh <mai po}»olutOf « ineno spnrfi tn inoUe parti del mondo 
, . . e awti HOH « puo avert conttzza del principio del suo ut^resm, 

II pree^tmente il tempo che fu introdottn la nefta dei VahU*i in qaesti 

pojxdi, echt COM nbbiano credutOffwn i tanfo JiirUe, Atcuni Mno gtati di parar che 
foesero All/iqeei confutati fina nl tempo (H San Domenux ) » , . Altri li ittimaronjo sejptaci 
tii Oiovanni Hu.<f t di Oirolamo di i^nupi . , . Perh h cotnune opinione li che ^am dei 
ftequaci di Valdo, chiatiuiti Vfddeei o Ih>veri di Lione, quali scacciati da Frnnda, 
ritirrtromt p*trte in tdcuni angoli della Pt'orenza, edaltri fra queMe Alpl tni Frtincia 
e Pien^nte» Ebbero qnesti in jyarticolare it viirre in comune, e segretisshni nella 
dottrim. And per non paleeare allora i loro rrrori, ciaeicuno era eMrtatu di andttre 
publkainente alii Diiini Ojjidi Cattolid. . , . Oni, seiiza jMirtire dalle pruove, con 
I'mtri proprii iicrittori ctmeta che f dm sia Popinione, (ini twere li POidri ante/Mti pro- 
fesxata la Confetdone dei 33 ariicoU dalli Ajtofioli dno ai noetri tUtimi tempi , . . 
Che sehbefit da quel tempo doom tt deno etate eette, o chieee, come voi kite, op- 
ponenti osda ribtUi dalla Chiem Cattolica, tuttavia non d U'ova eepre.vmn\ente che 
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Churcli ; )'et there is nowlierc distinctly to be found in 
them the confession of the 'I’hirty-three Articles published 
by you. . . . (L. C. pp. 14 and 15.) I have represented 
all these facts in order to prove clearly that it is untrue 
that your eonfession of faith has been professed from the 
Apostles to this present age; because, there would have 
been found different practices, different orders, different 
articles, without making these new ones in the year 1564. 
. . . To endeavour to send a date a thousand years and 
centuries back, is a malice deserving to be severely cor- 
rected. . . . According (L. C. p. 47) to Saint Augustin, 
the true Church is that which communicates with the Homan 
Pontiff, whose succession to Alexander VII. we are pre- 
pared to hear you say is not as well proved, as the succession 
of your Barba Martini from the Apostles is proved by the 
chronicles and the .synods of the valleys : the catalogues of 
which we are always exjiecting with great desire that you 
should show to us ; because to the present time we could not 
obtain from you even one authentic proof of your continued 
succession in 3 'our beautiful Waldensian nobleness.” 


/ia fiaUi in ftssfre la conftKiwne di ittiit'oli eke data avete alia luce. . . . Tutti 
<^esti succesjn ho rfiftpre.Hntah ptT Jar vedere et'ulentemente non e.vfr rcro eke la 
voetra coti/eeeione di fede nuom eta etata profe.<mta AjxtMoli eino tC uoMri 
ucolif percki si mrehbero tjid ritrwate altre dist'ijilhie, altre orflinarue, n/tri articoii 
senia /are tjuesti nuovi net 1504 . . . Voter Jar pamtre «n* nntidata di mille e 
centiru^ fAinni . . . i mtdicia da esser cutrrcUn con sereriti. FVm i la Ckiesa eke 
eomunien col Pontefi.ee Jtouwino^ dice Sant' AgosOm ; Lt di ctii nuxvssione sino ad 
Ale.tMimlro VII. stureaio asiiettamlo eke mt allegkia/e essere men procata eke qudta 
daifii Apodoli sim alii voMri Barba Martini^ per le cronicke e stnodi delle valli; 
ddle qtudi staremo con gran deAflerio nUentlenflo eke voi fiiicciate redere i catalogki, 
mentre sino ad ora non abhuimo da voi potato rkmtrre una pniovu autenti&t della 
continuata vostra bella nobiltd Valdese. 
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Sectiox XII. 

UEV. TIIEODOKUS BEI.VEDEKE’s EVIDENCE. 

S HE lleverend Theodorus Belvedere is the other 
author alluded to in Sect. xi. Morland (I. c. pp. 
28, 37), Leger (1. c. pp. 14, IGD), and otliers, 
quote the following passage from Belvedere's “ Relazione 
air Ema Congregazione di Propaganda Fede” (Torino, 
1G3G): “ The valley of Angrogna always and in every time 
had heretics.” And the reader is directed by tliem hence to 
conclude, that this “famous missionary” (us Leger calls 
him) confirms the supimsed immemorial antiquity of the 
Waldensian sect. Now, let us read the full te.xt of Theo- 
dorus, and it will be evident that his assertion does not 
extend the antiquity of the sect further than the time of 
Peter Waldensis. Besides the passages from the “ Ilcla- 
zione,” I shall give some other extracts from the same 
author out of his “ Turris contra Damuscum,” also printed 
at Turin in the same year, 1636, which will confirm tlie 
same point. 

“ ( ‘ Relazione,’ p. 37.) Further to the North, facing the 
West, there is the valley of Angrogna, which at one time or 
another always had heretics, either Albigcnscs or Waldenses, 
ns is gathered from the chronicle of the Dominican Fathers, 
where it is stated that the holy Vincent F'erreri had been 
preaching there.’"" (P. 242, «< se</.) “ The unhappy valleys 
of Lucerna, Angrogna, Saint Martin, and Perosa .... 
always have been subject to various plagues of heretical 

PiU vereo U tffttentrioM ai mcdeinnw asptUo oc*Mleitkde i Ut vaile di 
la quale aanp'e in tin tempo o in un altro ha ai*uto erelid o Albi/jesi o VaUksi, 
aecondo che raccoyhe dalle croniche ilei Pmlri DomcniCftM, metnonuulo essern 
i4<ito a in'edicare il Santo V^incenzo JFetTeri, . . Le fforUiuate valli f/i hncerna^ 
Antjtxnjnay San Movtino e Pirouft . . . »empre sono etate Wij^ette a tarii Jlatjelli o 


^ SiUiit Dominic, the founder of the DominicAn Order, died in Dtc venr and 

St. Vincent Fmeri much lalcr. in the re#r 1410. 
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locusts, or of unfaithful caterpillars, mildew and grass- 
hoj)pers. Wherefore the most illustrious and most reverend 
I’rior of Lucerna says, in his Narrative of the introduction 
of the heretics into the valleys of I’iemont, that it was the 
opinion of some persons that the first heretics introduced 
into the valle}’s had been the Albigenses, who came out 
from the mouth of Cerberus about the year 1160.” .... 
{Ibul. p. 249, H seq.) “ And since the same Prior concludes, 
that he thinks it probable that the heretics now living in the 
said valleys arc the descendants of Waldus, I may be allowed 
to explain in a few words the time at which they arose, who 
was their founder, and how they came into the valleys, and 
how they changed their sect, adopting the reformation of 
Calvin. According to Guido, they arose about the year of our 
Lord 1170, from W’aldus merchant of Lyons, who, excited 
by the heresy' of the Catharitos, which was spreading at that 
time, rose up and caused a schism against the Roman 
Church.” . . . 

It would be useless to quote evcry'thing Belvedere say's 
about the AValdenses in his Narrative, as the present point is 
to show that this writer, by the expression that “ those 
valley's always had heretics,” docs not mean a time prior, 
but posterior, to the existence of Peter Waldensis. This 
clearly appt^ars, not only from the reported passages, but is 
further shown from his quoting an order, dated the 28th 
November, 1474, “against the heretics of the valley of 
Lucerna, called Poor of Lyons,” bearing the signature of 
John Campesio, Bishop of Turin, and of Father Andrew 

di eretictdi heufie, o (C injidi bnichi, ru^ini e CftvtdUtte. Onde nurm il molto iU 
lustre e iiwlto Revei‘trulo Sbjnor Prwre di Lucerna ttelUi sua mrraztone della i/*- 
troiinzione ile*/li erettci nelle iviWi di Pienionie, eesere data ptirere di alcuni che i 
primi eretici in queMe valli introdottl sie7u> siati Albi^esi, iquali uscirono tUdle fauri 
lU Cerbero T anno 1 1 ^10 *n cirew. . . K perchi il mede/mo Signor Priare conrlude^ 
jMrere a ltd verieimile cla gli eretia che ora in detfe tvdli dmwrano sirmo di’icendenti 
da Valdo, tni sia lectio con due parr/le eeplicare ii tempo che qtiesti princijmtrom ; 
Vautore, e cotne vamero nelle valli, e come abf/itvw mutato setta ool pigliare la rifttnnn 
Calciuiana. Queeti, secondo Guido, ebhtro ^mneipio circa tanm tlel Signore 1170 
(Ut Valdo merettnte di IJone, il fpude comincih a sollevarsi e fare sdema contra la 
ChicM Ronuma. eccitato dalla ereiia dci Cattari, che a quel tempo si promtdgura. 
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John of Acquapendentc, Under-delegate of the Holy Office, 
as well as from a proclamation of the Most Serene Duchess 
Jane of Savoy, dated Kivoli, 23rd January, 1416, “against 
the heretics, poor of Lyons or Waldenses," in order to prove 
that the Waldenses were then in the valleys. But let us 
hear Belvedere again in his “ Turris contra Damascum ’’ (pp. 
26, 27, 30), where, besides repeating the fact of their being 
founded by Peter Waldensis, he reproaches the sectarians 
for having abandoned their mother the Catholic Church : 

“ The Waldenses are those who, being the followers of 
Peter Waldone of Lyons, in France, were called at first the 
Poor of Lyons. . . Since that Waldus of Lyons, their father 
and founder, being a cunning and rich merchant, desiring to 
found and assemble a new sect through the persuasion of 
Satan, in order to comply with his licentiousness, resolved 
to renew the old Church of the AjX)Stles, in which every- 
thing was in common, principally the wealth. And so he 
gave his riches in common, and a great many poor, who 
were starving, gathered around him. From thence the sect 
of the Poor of Lyons began. . . That the Waldenses after- 
wards had corroded the bosom of their mother, when, like 
the dog Cerberus, they bark so badly against the Roman 
Church, endeavouring to pluck out of her her soul and 
bowels, as Nero with Agrippina his mother, I think that it 
cannot be reasonably disputed. And that the Roman Church 
was to them a very kind mother, it is not only true in some 


** Cffffnnn Vaidetuifs 9unt qui a Petro Vaiilone in Gallia Lmjdtitun 
primum Pmq)ert9 de Ltujdtnw einU apjxUati, . . Quomam Vaidns ilU Liujdt^ 
newisy eonim partw tt m«r/yr, atm callidiu esut locujdeMine mercatttry iutendemt 
(stumt (Uanonif) novam stetam, siuc Idtidini SfUi^aceret, instituere et cwulunare; 
Vftnstam Aposiolkowqtte Eccltufianiy in qua omnia eotnmunuiy pnrm’tim facultategy 
Bvppfditarmtur, rfnovnndam coimduit. Staple opdms suie m commune erogatUf 
quamplurvni pauperee qui inetlia conjiciebantury cnnfugenmt ad e\im , . . hineqae 
tecta Pnuperum de Lugduno uu'hoavii. , . Quod demcepe VaUUuses cort'otaint 
viecera matris, dum odeo contra Ronmnam Ecclesiam inetar amie Ctrheri oblaterunt, 
tuUm fiscera simtd et animam, inetar eaja tuam mairein Aifrippinam, 

eruere; arbitt'or non potte opjmsUum Jure detiucu At verv quod Ecefeeia Ronuwa 
ertUerit eis humanitehna parent, ett adeo ventm qiiam quod verititiinum ; nam ex ea 



40 


ruE ouiais of 


measure, but iu tlie very highest degree. Because Waldus 
was her son, and lie and his first followers were fed and 
nourished with the milk of her Evangelical Doctrine, and 
he in the year of our Lord 1170 drew his impious sword 
against his own nurse.” 


Section XIII. 

F.XTHACTS FHO.M SOME MANUSCRIPTS IN THE KINo's 
LIBRARY OF TURIN. 



;X the library of King Victor Emanuel in Turin, 
there is an unpublished manuscript in folio, num- 
bered 169; which appears to have been written 
a little after the time at which John Leger published his 
“ Ilistoire Geuerale.” The title of the manuscript is: “ Ilis- 
toirc veritable des Vaudois,” without the name of the writer. 
That part of the >1S. which relates the facts which happened 
in the second half of the seventeenth century, is very in- 
teresting, and we shall make use of it in our second part. 
Here we shall only give a faithful summary of what the dili- 
gent and truthful writer says about the Origin of the Wal- 
denses in Piemont. And in order that every body be able 
to compare our abridgment with the original, the numbers 
of the pages of the said MS. shall be quoted. 

(Pp. 4, .5.) “ Peter Waldensis from being a rich merchant, 
changed his manners of living, and followed poverty at the 
sudden death of one of his companions in the year 1160 
under Louis VII. king of France, and Pope Alexander III.” 
Tliat Peter Waldensis was the founder of the sect of the 


ortus est VahhtSf fjuAque lacte Emnffelica; Doctrxtuz nutriiua um am primis mis 
eectariis et alUuSy anno Domini 1170 , ^hdium iniquum contra propriam mUrican 
arripuit.** 


** Ho rot in the rootiiUNil Chair from 1139 U 1181, as we hare hefua* rvinaikcd 
(note 26). 
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Vaudois is stated also by John Dubraviiis, Bishop of Olinutz 
in Ids fourteenth book of the Bohemian history (‘ Prestann® 
ex Officina Gualterii an. 1.552’), where he says: The author 
of the sect is Peter Waldcnsis, a Gauloi.s l>y nation, of the 
town of Lyons, a silly, ignorant and unlearned man, who is 
not worthy to be numbered amongst the serious heretics. 
^ Auctor fjwi Petrus cognomine Waldensit, nations Gallits, dvi- 
tate Lugdunus, vir idiota, indoctus illitsratus, nec dignus inter 
series hwreticos numerari.' (P. 9.) At the time of the said 
Alexander III. a Galilean Council was held in the year 1176, 
under the presidency of Guilbert, Bishop of Lyons, who with 
the approbation of a great number of Bishops and Prelates 
condemned Peter Waldensis as a false prophet, hj-pocrite 
imd enemy of God.” 

Here I would call attention to what is reported by some 
other contemjxjraries of Peter Waldensis, and is also asserted 
by the Rev. G. B. Semeria (“ Storia della Chiesa Metropo- 
litana di Torino,” 1840), namely that another Archbishop of 
Lyons, called Bolismauis or Belismanus, condemned Peter 
Waldensis, and even exiled him with his followers from his 
diocese. Belismanis ruled the diocese of Lyons from the 
year 1182 to the year 1195.* 

( Pp. 32, 33.) “ It seems that the first coming of the Wal- 
denses into Piemont was at the time of Philip Augustus 
King of France. They, after retiring to the mountains of 
Douphiny, multiplied to such an extent that in order to pro- 
cure for themselves the necessaries of life, by degrees they 
crossed the mountains of Piemont and descended into the 
valleys of St. Martin and Lucerna in the commons of An- 
grogna, Villar, and Bobbin. This happened when Thomas I. 
Count of Savoy and Prince of Piemont was yet a minor, 
under the guardianship of the Marquis of Mouferrato ; and 
the Savoyards adhered to Pope Alexander III. and were 
against the Emperor Frederick sumamed Redbear. Thomas 


• oar noU? 6, 
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having attained his majority was obliged to take part in 
the wars of his time, and could not attend to what was 
taking place in the mountains and valleys of Piemont, where 
the Counts of Lueerna still exercised a great power. It then 
so happened that the Waldenses had time to settle there and 
to multiply with their families ; and they were not molested 
at that time by the Catholic inhabitants of the places. The 
fact is that at the beginning the Waldenses; keeping their 
religious opinions to themselves alone, and holding their 
secret meetings now on the very tops of the mountains, now 
in the grottoes, now in their low and dark huts ; gave no out- 
ward sign of their disagreeing in any way from the Catholic 
Doctrines, llesides, they appeared of a good moral and tem- 
perate life, and lovers of hard work ; and at the same time 
they frequented the Catholic Churches and occasionally 
approached to the Sacraments with the Catholics. And in 
order not to give rise to any suspicion that they were under 
the spiritual guidance of their own religious chiefs, they 
gave them the not suspicious name of Barba ; which in Pie- 
montese tongue means uncle, and is given to the elders also 
as a mark of respect ; and they thus disguised the honour 
shown to them under the pretext of relationship or of old age.” 
(P. 42.) “But at last, James, Bishop of Turin, percehung that 
the bad Waldensian and heretical grass had grown in the 
middle of his Catholic field, wrote to, and also called on the 
Emperor Otto, in order to obtain his imperial aid in exter- 
miimting the Waldenses from his diocese, as the Bishop of 
Lyons had done.* This happened in the year 1209 or 1210. 
James obtained his petition and was fully authorized to em- 
ploy for the purjwse even the imperial assistance. But, as 
immediately afterwards disagreements arose between the 
Emperor and Pope Innocent III., it seems that the Bishop of 


•• John SemorlA, in his “Storia dt-lla fierrtic* jfoing astrav trilh errors, and in 
Chieaa Motropolitana di Torino," lB40,adds, iblt leiih oiufinacy had reemilf/ rr^ptinfo hi* 
from old documents, (hat the Dishop, in his dioettf. .Mark the word rrcently. 
application to the Cmpoior, said : That 
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Turin was unable to employ the means promised to him, and 
in consequence the Waldcnses remained unmolested ’’ (Pp. 
48, 50.) “ Under the same Innocent 111. the Waldenses, with 
other heretics were condemned in the Council of Lateran.” ” 

Here we shall subjoin some other particulars relating to 
the first Waldensian e.\istence in Piemont, abridged from 
another manuscript, also existing in the King’s Library of 
Turin, amongst Miscellanea Patria, Volume cxxii. The 
author of the MS. is Monsieur Vegezzi, a very exact and 
careful writer. 

“ The oldest public document in which the Waldenses are 
mentioned who came into the district of Pinerolo, is con- 
tained in the book of the Statutes of that town of the year 
1220. There is set a fine of ten soldi upon any person who 
should give shelter or harbour to any of those innovators. 
Observe that according to the opinion of antiquarians, ten 
soldi of the money of that time are equal to about 280 francs 
or lire of the present French and Italian coins, a very heavy 
fine indeed. The said book of Statutes was published in 
Turin in the year 1602, with this title : ‘ Statutes and Orders 
given by the most illustrious Count, and by the Wisemen of 
Pinerolo during the )'ear twelve hundred and twenty.’ 
Statuia et ordinamenta facta per illustrissimum Dominum 
Comitem et Sapientes Pinerolii currents millesimo ducentesimo 
vigesimo. ‘ Again it is ordained that if any man or woman 
shall knowingly give harbour to any Waldensis man or 
woman within the district of Pinerolo, he or she shall pay the 
fine of ten soldi every time he or she shall so harbour them.’ 
Item statutum est quod siquis vel si qua hospitaretur aliquem vel 
aliquam Valdensem vel Valdensam, se sciente, in posse Pinerolii, 
dabit bannum solidorum decern quotiesaimque hospitabitur." 

From the said document it is plain that in the year 1220 
the Waldenses were not resident or established in the dis- 
trict of Pinerolo, and that they brought with themselves the 


* It wu till- tncK^h General Council and the fourth of Lateran held iu the year 1215. 
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name of Waldeuses, with which they were alreaJj' called 
before entering there. This is a proof against those partial 
writers, who, being forced by the historical evidence to admit 
that Peter Waldensis is the author of the Waldensian sect; 
nevertheless, without any foundation, state and endeavour to 
make us to believe that the followers of Peter, coming into 
Piemont, united themselves with the Vaudois already from 
tune immemorial supposed to exist there.** Idle tale of 
story tellers! 

The same MS. continues : “ From the said year 1220 the 
Waldenses are not mentioned in any way in the Piemontese 
documents till the year 1334 in which the Prince William of 
Acaja gave an order to Belangerus of Korengo, and to Uretto 
his nephew, who were the masters of Della Torre, and to the 
other feudatories of the valleys of Pellice and Chisone. The 
order directed them to put a stop to the preachers of those netc 
doctrines alreaily excommunicated in the year 1332 hy Pope John 
XXII. ; because the said preachers would not cease nor desist 
from preaching. After this order, there is a long silence 
about the Waldenses in the State Memorials for nearly a 
century and a half. Then comes a Rescript of Duchess lo- 
lunta, dated the 23rd January, 1476, and an order of Duke 
Charles I. issued in the year 1484 for the purpose of re- 
pressing the Waldenses, who would not desist from spreading 
their new principles. And it was necessary that the Prince 
should send a good number of soldiers to subdue them. 
At that time the Waldenses would have been scattered alto- 
gether, if the clement Sovereign had not, upon their humili- 
ation a:id begging pardon, been moved to compassion. He 
was satisfied with only levying a fine to defray the expenses 
of the war. From this year 1484 there is no public act in 
the Piemontese Annals having relation to the Waldenses, 
till the year 1535.” 

^ S«?c Morlantl’a ** llUtor^ of die Krati- l^iu)on,1827,}nge 18; AlexiBAfuaton.D.D., 
gflicaJ Clmrcli;’' William Jonea'H “Hialory **The Uriifl of Uie (5bwgOfr, 1867-^ 

of Uie Waltleiinci',” l.<nmtun, 1812. {wgo 343 ; Introduction; nnd raanr otben*. 

W. H. (iilly, M.A., “A Nairntive,” &c.. 
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Section XIV. 

OTHER AUTHORITIES NOT LIABLE TO SUSPICION, PRINCIPALLY 
THAT OF THE WALDENSIAN MANUSCRIPTS. 

S T may be objected against most of the documents 
already quoted, that nearly all the authors, con- 
temporary or near to the time of Peter Waldensis, 
are Catholics by profession, and some of them very bitter 
enemies of the Waldenses : and of course it may be supposed 
that they have not published what they knew about the 
antiquity of the Origin of the sect, at least from the time of 
the Great Constantine, or at the very latest at the time of 
that famous Claudius of Turin in the beginning of the ninth 
century. 

I answer, first. By those who make this objection no proof 
is alleged of the existence of this sect, cither at the time of 
Constantine or of Claudius of Turin; their statements are 
not confirmed by any document or historical fact; they are 
merely gratuitous suppositions. In consequence we may 
here apply that old sentence of the schools : what is asserted 
without proof, we have the right to deny without bringing 
forth any proof : Quod ffratis asseritur, gratis negatur. 

I answer, secondly, that Father Moneta at Section ii., 
Reincrius Sacco at Sect, v., Pilichdorff at Sect, vi., and Arch- 
bishop Seyssell, quoted at Sect, vii., have already dispelled 
the first supposition that the Waldenses are the successors of 
that holy man called Leo, who separated from Pope Silves- 
ter at the time of Constantine. It is not proved that this 
good holy man existed at all, and if he had been in existence 
then, he had no reason for separating himself from Pope 
Silvester on account of the prodigality of Constantine, 
towards him : because it is a clear falsehood that Constantine 
had given to the Pope the Italian States, or even the crown 
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of the Western Empire. This is as great a lie in history as 
would be the assertion that the Great Constantine was one 
of the Popes of Rome. About the Spaniard Claudius, who 
in the first part of the ninth century was Jiishop, not Arch- 
bishop, of Turin under Louis, son and successor of Charles 
the Great, I only say that he had no followers in his hatred 
against the Cross and the holy Images. Louis the Pious, 
who caused him to be made a Bishop, not knowing that 
Claudius was an Iconoclast ; when he afterwards learned of 
his destroying the sacred pictures and figures, directed 
Jonas, Bishop of Orleans, Agobert, Bishop of Lyons, and 
Wilfridus, called Strabon, to write against and to condemn 
the error and the doings of Claudius. Dungalius also, an 
eloquent Deacon of the time, confuted his false opinions. I 
cannot refrain from quoting a few lines of the last-mentioned 
writer. (See Bibl. Patr. tom. xiv. p. 1!)7, et seq .) : “ Qualis et 
quanta est insana elatio et vana temerita.^, ut quod a primwvo 
tempore ChristianitatU per annos ferine ncccxx. et eo amplius a 
sancHs et beatissHimie Patribus et relyiosissimis postea Principi- 
bus ... in Ecclesiis et in quibundam Christianorum domihus 
fieri concessum, comtitutum et jmeum est; units homo blas- 
phemare, reprehendere, conadeare, projicere ac sufflare pree- 
sumat." . . . Mark the words units homo, hinting at his not 
having imitators in his diocese. Claudius himself in his 
letters admits that his people were against him, when he 
relates their saying to him that they did not believe that 
there was any divine thing in the Images, and that they 
venerated and honoured them in relation to the originals 
represented by them. The fact is, that his subjects were so 
badly disposed towards him for his destroying the holy 
Figures, that, when he died, the people of Turin were so 
furious against him that they gave no rest even to his mortal 
remains, and Crosses and holy Images were immediately 
restored with applause by the Bishop his successor. 

I answer, thirdly, that there are authors in no way favour- 
able to Catholics who confess the historical truth that the 
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Waldenses were founded by Peter Valdo. It would be too 
long to quote them all here, but I refer the reader to the 
“Encyclopedic Metodique-HLstoire,” tom. 5"", p. 431, Paris, 
1791; the “ Cabinet Cyclopedia,” History, vol. ii. p. 247, 
London, 1834; the “English Cyclopedia,” by Ch. Knight, 
Biography, vol. v. p. 479, London, 1857; the “Popular En- 
cyclopedia,” vol VI. p. 861, London and Glasgow, 1862. Mr. 
Schmidt, the author of the “History of the Catharites;” 
and Mr. Giesclcr, of Gottingen, in his letters quoted by 
Alexis Muston, D.D., in the introduction to his “Israel of 
the Alps,” Glasgow, 1857. The reader M'ill be satisfied if I 
quote here only four authors. P’irst, Jlr. Perrin, amongst a 
great many mis-statements inserted in his “ Histoire des 
Vaudois,” Geneve, 1619, m order to please his Calvinists; 
(p. 1, ch. ix.) admits that “ Valdo commenqa a enseigner les 
peoples Ics quaU de son nome furent appelle Vaudois en 
r annSe de notre Seigneur J. C. Mille cent soixante." Second, 
Alexander Ross, in his “ IlANliEBEIA,” London, 1653, in the 
catalogue of the twelfth century, says (p. 219), “The Wal- 
denses so called from Waldo of Lyons, who having distri- 
buted his wealth professed jwverty.” Third, Mosheim, 
“Histoire Ecclcsiastique, traduit cn FranjoLs sur la second 
edition Anglois,” Yverdon, 1776, tome in. part ii., ch. v. § 
xi. ; “Origine ct Histoire des Vaudois,” clearly says. That 
the sect of the Vaudois is so called from the name of its 
author Peter, surnamed Waldensis or Valdisius, of Vaux or 
Valdum, in the JIarquisat of Lyons, who employed a Priest 
to translate the Gospels, &c. into his vernacular language in 
the year 1160; and that in the 3 'car 1180 he stood out as a 
doctor teaching publicly the doctrine of Christianity in the 
way in which he understood it,” &c. To this passage there 
is a note saying, “ The Vaudois, according to the historians, 
came from Lyons, and received their name from Peter 
Waldus, their founder.” No one who reads the documents 
1 have here collected concerning the historical Origin of the 
Waldenses will give any weight to the opposite opinion of 
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the English traiishitor, who in unotlun* note, with some 
unauthorized quotations of Ueza, Leger, ami others, blames 
Mosheim for his having written the historical truth against 
their unfounded assertion. Fourth, Dr. Augustus Neander, 
in his “General History of the Christian Religion and 
Church,” written in German, and translated by Joseph 
Terrj', London, 1852, vol. viit. )>p. 352, 353, writes : “ It was 
quite a mistake to think of deriving this sect (of the Wal- 
denses) from an outward connection with the reforming spirit 
consequent to the time of Claudius of Turin. . . . • All the 
accounts which go back to the Origin of the sect agree in 
this, that it started with a rich citizen of Lyons by the name 
of Peter Waldus (Pierre de ^'au.x),” &c. 

I answer, fourthly and lastly, that the very oldest Wal- 
densian manuscripts, when read in their genuine orig'nals, 
and when sifted from some unwarranted accounts (which 
are mere legends), confirm the fact that Peter Walderms if 
the true author of the sect which be(jan and took hit name in the 
latter part of the Ucelfth century. Gentle reader, be slow in 
condemning this my absolute proposition, but read first the 
foUo^ving document, which is not publi.shed by Morland or 
by Leger, and in the next chapter my remarks upon the 
Waldensian documents, particular!}’ “ The Noble Leysson,” 
translated and published by them under false dates: and I 
am convinced that this |x)int of history, called by Bergier 
(“ Dictionnaire de Theologie, Vaudois) one of the, most de- 
bated,’' will then be settled indisputably and for ever. 

(Waldensian Manuscripts in the library of the University 
of Cambridge, Vol. A, fols. 3fi, 37, 38.) 

“ Now this holy Church, also at the time of the Apostles, 
grew to many thousands, and in a saintly order, through the- 
vastness of the earth, and remained for a long time in the 
verdure of holy Religion; and the rulers of the Church per.se- 


II n’eat pout->i-tr« at>cun« «lont Poriginc ait plus conlMt^* . ■ . quo la aoeto 
Vau<]ot<ip. 
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vered in poverty and humility, according to the old histories, 
for about three hundred years, namely, to the time of the 
Emperor Constantine Cmsar. But reigning Constantine 
leprous there was a ruler in the Church, who was called 
Silvester, a Roman. He was living on the Mount Soratte, 
near Rome, as we read, on account of the persecution, and 
was living the life of a poor man with his own people. As 
Constantine received an answer in a dream, as it is related, 
he went to Silvester, and was baptized by him in the name 
of Jesus Christ, and he was cured from his leprosy.” Then, 
Constantine, seeing that he, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
was cured from so miserable an illness, thought to honour 
him who had cleansed him, and left to him the crown and 
the dignity of the empire; and Silvester accepted it." But 
his companion, as I have it related, parted ‘from him, and 
gave not his consent to those things, and kept the way of 
poverty." Now Constantine went with a multitude of 
Romans into the countries beyond the sea, and then built 
Constantinople, as it is called from his name. Then from 
that time the heresiarch rose up in honour and dignity, and 


Fol. 236. a i)uMn santta (hara ac' al itmp tc li aisnaial cierae en moil 
mll^to ( en aant one pet la teponpeta pe la leiia c ptimaa pet moil temp en Pet< 
Pot pe aancta tellsion | e (i teglPot Pe la glepaa petmaatton en paPieta e en pumillta, 
aesant laa andiiuaa atoriaa, encetque tier cent ana to ea entio a eConatantin emprii 
eaaac i maa teonant eioaiantin lebioa un tegiPot eta en la sleraa la cal eta apella 
41Ipeatte (fol. 237) toman. SI queot iataPa al mont pe aeiappio loan l&oma, 
enarma ea lege, pet caraan pe petaeguedon, e menava Pita Pe patteta cum II aee. 
iBaa Hoaianrbi teteopu ttepoac en li aorme, enarma t leconta, anne a ftilpeatte, 
e lo iaiteia al nom Pe I” X' e fo manPa pe la Irtiaaia. ^Ha aoatantin peaent 
ae aana al nom Pe X' pe canta miaedoaa enfetmeta penae poniat lui lo cal laPia 
monpa, e liocea lui la coiona e la pegneea Pel emperi. jBaa el la ceceop, maa lo 
compagnon, enarma ar anni tetontat, ae Pepacrie pe lui e non conarntic en a queataa 
coaaa, maa tent la Pia pe paPieta. iBaa aonaiantin ae pepactie turn mooteca Pe 
lomana en laa pact Paucta Is mac, e aqui ptPiSque Conocantinopoli enarma ea e 
apelle ler Pel sio nom. Donea Pa quel temp la teaiaicpa monte in ponoie e en 
Pegneta, e li mal focon multiplica aobie la teiia. iRoa non ciesaen alpoatot que la 


** TPa two beto aro denied bj the moot 
meenrnte hietonena. 

” Thin eUtement is eo gnm a iidaehood 
that we are reUered from writing againet it ; 


it waa ioTonted for the firat time in the 
eighth oentnrr. 

It ia not known that tlio anppoacd rir- 
tnoua maa erer exiated. 
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evils were multiplied iiiwii the earth. We do not believe 
after all that the Church of God, on the whole, went out of 
the path of truth. But a part failed, and the greater part, 
as it commonly happens, was hurled into evil. But the part 
which remained, persisted a long time in the truth which 
they had received. Thus, by little and little, the sanctity of 
the Church failed. Yet, about eight hundred yearsafter Con- 
stantine, “ rose one, whose proper name was Peter, as I have 
heard, and he was of a country called Vaudia. He, how- 
ever, was rich and wise and very good, as our predecessors 
say. Then, either by reading it himself or hearing it from 
others, he received the word of the Gospel, and sold the 
possessions he had, and distributed them to the poor, and 
took the path of poverty, and preached, and gathered dis- 
ciples. . . . He entered then into the city of Rome,” and dis- 
puted in the presence of the heresiarch on faith and religion. 
There was there at that time a Cardinal of Puglia, who was 
his friend, and praised his manner of living and his words, 
and loved him. Yet at the end he (Peter do Vaudia) 
received the answer at the court, that the Roman Church 
could not endure his words, and would not abandon the 
path she was engaged with. And thus, the sentence being 


sIiFU Dio sia scitatria tnaummi te la ala at actin tal toi, maa una paciia casit 
t la maiei pan, marma ca uaanca, iialucte cn mal. ^aa la pait pnmaaa pcimaa 
pci mail icmp cn aqucla acciia la cal il|) aaia ccccupu. HEnarci ta aanciica ac la 
elcraa manque poc a poc. jBaa cnapcca 8 cent anc ae qCoacaniin ac leac un la 
piaci nom tel tal cia ikina, enapma po auaic, maa cl cca tuna iceion ticca llautla. 
;{lilaa aqucei, cnarma tion II noatce tccam anatoi, cia tic c aatl c bon foctmtnt. 
Donca a cl leemt, o autent tc II aucce, ccccop laa picollaa tcl ctaneeli, c tente a 
qucllaa coaaa laa cl atia c laa tepaicle a li patec c pica la tia tc patccta c picticbe 
c fc tiocipica, c intta cn la cipca tc ISoma c tiapuia tenant (ful. 238) la ccaiaccpa 
tc la fc e tc la iclisian, ilBaa cn aquel temp cia aqui un caitcnal tc ipulba lo 
tal eta amic tc lul, c lautata la tia tc lul c la pacolla, c amata lui. a la petfin 
ccccop ccapotc cn la cott que la qlcjaa tomana non pora poctar la patella tc lui, ni 


“ TIic Emperor ConeUntine tlio Great 
flieil the year of our Lonl 337, which arlilod 
to 800, makea 1137, the approximatirc time 
of the birth or youth of IVter Waltlenaia or 
tie Vaudia, perfectly in accortianco with the 
author), qiven above. 

** All thiapart.of Peter Waldcnatn havinp 


been in Rome, and found a Cardinal frien.l, 
and dlaputed there prrJt,no//y, ie not con- 
firmed by the contemporariea. Some Wal- 
densea went to Rome to obtain the Pope*a 
aanetion in the year 1170 aa we have men- 
tioned, Sect, XI. 
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given, he was cast out of the Synagogue. Nevertheless, he 
himself preaching in the town made many <lisciples ; and 
going through the Italian provinces, gathered a multitude 
of people, so that, in different places, many adhered to 
their conversation — I mean of him and his successors. And 
they greatly multiplied, because the people heard them 
willingly, on account of the word of truth being in their 
mouths, and of their pointing out the path of salv'ation. 
And they so multiplied that there were joined to their 
teaching sometimes eight hundred, sometimes a thousand, 
sometimes very few. God worked wonders through them, 
as we are told by many who readily speak the truth. 
However, these fruitful works lasted for the space of two 
hundred years,” as wo are assured by the elders. At last 
the envy of Satan and the malignity of wicked men rismg 
up, not a little jKirsecution took place amongst the servants 
of God, and they were chased from one country to another ; 
and their cruelty against us endures to the present hour.” “ 


Rtn twiia taliintigtur la Via acommea. {Enona a oi aentenda fa fart fora la alita* 
aasa. aatm Se mmt rl mtotrou pttDitaiu cn la dpia ftp pluaora prdpira. IE 
berm camin pn lap tesiona Pa Italia ft aiooiamtm rnapd qur m pluaoia pate 
nultieion rood tn b lot tonptraation, rant rl nitotrrot tant li auuaaot Pt lui, r 
foton fotrornt rouldpliia ; cat lo poblt aupia lot Poirndtr, rroprtco qur la parolta at 
Prdta fooaa tn la boita Pr lor, r ttrooattraan Pia pr aalu. rouliipliqurion tant 
qur aoPmpirtaromt aaloottoan tn li lor tonotlp altuna Ptt, 8 tmt. alnina Pte roil, 
altuna Ptt root pot. Dio obtapa mriaPilbaa prt lot, marina noa apm Pt pluaota 
li tal paibn Polmdr Prdta. iHaa aqutataa obtaa ftuituoaaa putrton per Itapad 
Pr Pui emt an, marroa ta Prmonatta ptt li Prlp. 9 la pttfin, ItPant at IraPiPia 
PtI aabnac t b roalientro Pt li ftllon, pnarqurdon non ptta ta Pa rntit li atif Pr 
Dio, t ptqitrron lot pt ttqion m ttgion ; t la eiuPtlltb pt lot ptiatPtta mtio aia 
lontta noa. 


” If this 200 18 ad<t«l to tho 1137 we 
liOTO the yiMT 1337 poieted out by the writer 
of the present poHiapc. Consequently tliis 
piece was written alfer tho yeor 1337, and 
perhaps mneh inter. Mr. Uenry Bradshaw 


says that the manuscript was written at the 
beginning of the hileenth century, at the 
earliest. (Antiq. Sec., March 10, p. 212, 
Cambridge, 1862.) 

•• See the Article Xlll. towards the end. 
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Section XV'. 

THE DATES WHICH LEGER AND MOREAND HAVE ASSIGNED TO 
THE WAEDENSIAN MANUSCRIPTS ABE COUNTERFEIT. 

AINST the proofs already quoted for the fact that 
;he VV'aldensian sect did not exist before the time 
)f Peter of Valdum, and that he is its real father 
and founder, there might be produced the dates assigned by 
Morland and Leger to the most ancient Waldensian manu- 
scripts ; which dates, if correct, would prove that the sect 
existed before the time of the said reformer. And in truth 
John Leger has printed the following dates, fixing 


La Nobla Lcyjon At the 

year a.d. 

1100 

Page 

25 

The Catechism „ 


1100 

11 

38 

The Antichrist „ 

11 

1120 

11 

71 

The Purgatory „ 

11 11 

1126 

11 

83 

The Invocation of Saints „ 

11 11 

1120 

11 

87 

And, in his Chapter xviii. the first 
* Waldensian Confession at the year 

1120. 




Now, if we clearly prove that the recited dates of Leger 
have not any ground of truth, and indeed are against the 
best evidence derived from the same manuscripts, which 
themselves tell the tale that they were written some cen- 
turies after the e.xistencc of Peter VValdensis, the last strong- 
hold in support of the fabulous antiquity of the W'aldensian 
sect will be destroyed; and at the same time the impudence 
of John Leger will be manifested, who so shamefully imposed 
upon the public, and misled nearly all who wrote on the 
subject after him. I have said, the impudence of John 
Leger, because my opinion is that Sir Samuel Morland was 
also misled by the same Leger, both in what concerns the 
history of the Waldensian troubles in Piemont, and in what 
relates to the dates of their manuscripts, given by the same 
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Lcger to Morland, and by Morland deposited in the Cam- 
bridge Librarj', and partly published by him, with an Eng- 
lish translation, in his “ History of the Evangelical Churches,” 
&c., some twenty-two years before the time in which Lcger 
published, in French, his work bearing the same title, which 
may be called an enlarged second edition of Morland’s. I 
am persuaded of this, because I cannot be induced to believe 
that Samuel Morland, an English public man, would wilfully 
deceive his readers with false and unwarranted statements, 
had he not been led by Leger to think that they were 
undeniable facts. And what I have said of Morland, I say 
also of those many fair and learned English writers, who, 
not having the means which, after the new discoveries, we 
now have to sift the wheat from the chaff, have been in- 
duced, through the same false statement of Leger, to copy 
and repeat his assertion again and again. About the public 
character of John Leger, I shall produce in the next part 
some historical facts which will show that tliis my opinion 
of him is too well grounded. 

After this short digression, let us see the true dates of 
the Waldensian manuscripts, principally of those in the 
Cambridge Library, because they are the oldest of all, and 
because they are solely quoted by Morland and Leger. On 
this argument I follow Professor J. H. Todd (“The Wal- 
densian Manuscripts," Dublin, 1865) and Mr. H. Bradshaw 
(“Recovery of the Long-lost Waldensian Manuscripts,” 
Antiquarian Society, May 10, 1862,Cambridge), two authors of 
unexceptionable authority on the matter. “ Besides the 
Dublin collection” (H. Bradshaw, p. 217), “all of which seem 
to have been written in the sixteenth century (from 1520 to 
1530), we have two miscellaneous volumes at Geneva and 
four at Cambridge — A, B, C, D, as well as more than one 
copy of the New Testament, all assignable to the fifteenth 
century; and in addition to these, at Cambridge and at 
Grenoble, one incomplete and one complete copy of the New 
Testament, which may be ascribed to the close of the four- 
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teenth century.” With regard to the volume existing at 
Geneva, Mr. Bradshaw observes (r,. c. p. 204) that it was 
“ attributed by the librarian there to the twelfth century ; 
but from the writing of Dr. Todd and other judges, it is 
assigned, without hesitation, to the middle or latter half of 
the fifteenth." 

Let us sec now more particularly the dates of the Cam- 
bri<lge manuscripts, in accordance with the order of age, 
under the guidance of the same Mr. Bradshaw (l. c. p. 20G, 
ct «eq.). A'olume F, containing the greater part of the 
New Testament and certain chapters of Proverbs and 
Wisdom, is assigned to probably the first half of the fifteenth 
century. Volume B, containing a good many various pieces, 
and “ La Noltla Leyjon,” with its date partly scratched out, 
is assigned to probably the same first half of the fifteenth 
century', ^'olume C, containing some sermons and transla- 
tions from the Vulgate, and in addition, the beginning of 
another copy of “ La Nobla Ley9on,” with its date in full, 
is a.ssigncd to the middle of the fifteenth century. Volume 
A, containing translations, sermons, instructions and the 
historical passage partly stated in our last preceding article, 
is assigned to the latter half of the fifteenth century. Volume 
1) containing sermons, discourses and instructions, is also 
assigned to the latter half of the fifteenth century. In 
volume E there are difierent pieces in Latin, and some 
moral metrical compositions, and in one place there is 
marked the year of O. L. 1521, and in another. 1519. The 
handwriting is perfectly in accordance with the sixteenth 
century. About the date given by Leger to the first Wal- 
densian Confession of Faith, we shall have a better oppor- 
t\inity of speaking in our Third Part. Besides the criticism 
of antiquaries on the style, language and handwriting, by 
which the true dates of the manuscripts, as hero stated, are 
fixed against those imagined by Leger, we may here touch 
upon some other internal evidence. First, In the treatise 
of the “ Invocation of Saints,” there is quoted the “Millelo- 
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quium,” which is not of St. Agostin, but of Fra Bartholo- 
mews of Urbino, and was written about the middle of the 
fourteenth centimy ; and Leger assigned to it the beginning 
of the twelfth. Second, The Catechism contains quotations 
from the Bible as divided into chapters ; and it is commonly 
admitted that the division of the Bible into chapters was 
introduced more than two centuries after the date assigned 
to it by Legcr. For these first observations I am indebted 
to the Rev. P. Alli.x, D.D. (“Some Remarks,” &c., London, 
1690), who, having given the above rejxirted reasons, con- 
cludes thus (p. 169): “So that it seems these gentlemen 
(Morland and Leger) founded their judgments of the 
antiquity of these pieces on too weak grounds.” Third, In 
the volume A, there is mentioned Doctor Evangelicus, the 
title given to the English John Wickliff, who flourished in 
the fifteenth century. And in the same volume there is 
also mentioned Peter de Vaudia, who appeared (as it 
is there said) about eight hundred years after the Great 
Constantine ; and facts also are hinted which happened 
two hundred years after P. Waldensis (see Article XIV.) 
Fourth, The sLxth verse of “ La Nobla Leyjon,” published 
by Morland and Leger, as saying : “ Ben ha mil e cent anz 
compli entierament ” — “ There are a thousand and a hundred 
years fully completed ” — in fact, has an erasure and an 
empty space, in the manuscript Volume B, between e and cent, 
and with a magnifying glass Mr. Bradshaw and others saw 
there the number 4 in great part cancelled. If, therefore, this 
number be inserted in the proper place, the reading will run 
thus: “Ren ha mil e 4 cent anz compli entierament” — “There 
are a thousand and four hundred years fully completed.” 
And in this case the stronghold of the miraculous Waldensian 
antiquity is dismantled. Fifth, If the said reading should 
be uncertain, yet the famous verse of “ La Nobla Ley 9 on ” 
could not give any ground for placing the c.xistence of the 
Waldensian sect before the time of its true founder. And 
here praise is due to the Rev. Th. Sims, M.A., who in his 
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a|>i>ciidic-c8 to “Peyran" (London, 1826, p. 147), speaking 
of the supposed 1100 years found in “La Nobla Leyjon,” 
according to the printing of Morland and Leger, very wisely 
observes that, even on the supposition that 1100 be the true 
reading of the manuscript, it cannot be taken as the real 
date of the composition. This date, he ingeniously says, is 
the time in which the words “am sen al derier temps " — 
“ now we are at the last time ” — were uttered. And this is 
plain, if the whole sentence is joined together: “£«» ha 
mil e cent anz compli entierament que fu scrita lora : ora sen al 
derief temps ” — “ There are eleven hundred years fully com- 
pleted since the hour was written : now we are at the last 
time.” The meaning, then, of the composition is this ; that 
eleven hundred years are fully passed away from the time 
in which the sentence was written: “Now we are at the 
last time.” Let us ask, then, at what time the words 
alluded to were written? The answer is: that the words 
“ We are at the last time,” or “ the last hour come,” — 
“ Ultima hora venit" — were written by St John in his 1st 
Ep. chap. ii. v. 18. St. John wrote the said Epistle in his 
old age, and at least about seventy years after our Lord’s 
birth. In consequence, these seventy years are to be added 
to the supposed eleven hundred years written in the com- 
position, which will give the real date of the manuscript, 
namely, the year eleven himdred and seventy : which shows 
that the composition was not written before the time of 
Peter de Vaudia. I have endeavoured to place Rev. Th. 
Sims’ reasoning in the clearest possible light, because it 
gives him credit for his ingenious explanation.” Yet we 

* Anton; Motutstior, io lki$ ■creotlj chap* from wbote work I haro quoted io 

ter, “ Origin of the name Vaudoia,” in enter Section IT,), aasurea hia readm that Abbot 
to maintain that the Waldenaea existed be-* Bernard dtdicatni hia work to Pope Lucius 
fore Peter Valdo, amongst other gratuitous the Third, and that that Pope, who ctm* 
au|ipoaitiotu, after iiaving quoted the name demoed the Waldenaea, mentionod bj the 
of Wallen»e$, giren to them by Eberard of Abbot aa dead {/elieia rteordationia)^ was 
Bethune, and that of Tf o/dmae*. giron to Lncttw the Sccood, who died in the year 
them by Abbot Bernard of FoncauM (F or/m 1U4; and hence condudea that the con* 
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do not want this interpretation, as it is now well proved 
that the number 1 100 is not the true reading of the manu- 
script : there is no doubt now that it is a composition of 
the fifteenth century. Sixth, This appears also by the best 
possible evidence from the last page of tlie manuscript, 
Vol. C, in which there are the first fourteen lines of 
another copy of “ La Nobla Leyyon,” and the fifth verse 
is fully written thus: “Ben ha mil e cccc am compli en- 
tierament" — “There are a thousand and four hundred 
years completed fully.” “There can be no doubt,” says 
Mr. Bradshaw (l. c. p. 211), “that the Geneve and 
Dublin copies are both later than our two; and, however 
we may explain the omission from them, it is at least the 
evidence of two earlier against two later copies; and this 
. . . seems enough to satisfy the most strenuous advocates 
of the antiquity of the poem.” 

After the alleged evidences in confirmation of my present 
argument, it would be a waste of time to add any further 
words. Let us then repeat with emphasis the fact that 
Peter Waldensis is the true author of the sect which arose 
and was called by his name, in the latter part of the twelfth 
century. 


detnoation of the Waldensua bereey muat 
have taken place before the last menrioaed 
3 reer» azMl in oeaeequence that the heree; of 
the Waldenses existed before the time of 
Peter Waldo. Nov Monastier shows him- 
self a Tc ?7 worthy follower of John Le^ in 
tin) publication it this new falsehood ; 1st, 
Beeaose Gretxer, who poUisbed the mann- 
■en'pt of Abbot Bernard, which was in the 
College of the Jesuits of Brofes, assures ns 
that nothing is known abont its writer, ex- 
cept that ^ wrote Advertus Valdenshtm 
tectam : oertaioly nothing is sud of anj 
dediaiium to any Pope Locina, either by 
Qretser or by the same Abbot Bernard. 
2nd, Because the same Gretxer has in the 
margin of his pnblicadon, in the Bibliotheca 
PP. Tol. xxT. p. 1586 (quoted also by Mo- 
nastier), a note Baying that it was Lacius the 
Third (not Lneios the Seeond) who oon- 
demned the Waldenses. Srdly, Becaaso it 


is clearly prored that the Waldmiaei^ under 
the name of PmtpereM tU Luydumo, were 
really oondemned by the same Lucias the 
Thii^ at a CoudcQ held in Verona in 1 184 
(see abore. Section HI. p. 16, and Baer. 
CoDcil. Nora et amplisB. coUectio, tMu xxii. 
Venetiis, 1774). 

The doenments I am publishing speak for 
tbeoaelres, and disprore most a^lutely 
the unfounded assertion that the Waldeosiaa 
aect and the name of Waldenaes, or Wol- 
lenses, was known before the time of Peter, 
the ri^ merchant of Lyons ; and. therefore, 
there is no need to refote aU the partienlar 
assertions put forward by many, although 
clerer, yet prejudiced writers. I hare men- 
tioned here this mimtatement of Mouaetier, 
in order to show the learned reader what 
kind of ridiculoua assertions are pobliahed 
by those who impose upon the pnUie through 
party ^rit. 
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The above-mentioned passages of the two copies of “ La 
Nobla Ley9on ” are exhibited at the first page of this book, 
both for the fuller satisfaction of the learned reader and 
for a visible evidence of what has been said. 
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Paht the Second. 

ON THE PERSECUTIONS OF THE 
WALDENSES. 

Section I. 

CHARACTER OF JOHN LEOER. 

US begin this Second Part by endeavouring 
give the real character of John Leger, the 
nous historian of the Vaudois, in order to 
t the reader on his guard about his reports. 
Samuel Guishernon, a writer much respected for his accu- 
racy, and a contemporary of Leger, in his History (“His- 
toire Gcncalogique de la Royal Maison de Savoje, justifie par 
titrcs, manuscripts, ancients monuments et autres prouves 
autentiques.” Lyon, 1660), at pp. 1013 and 1014 writes 
thus: “The minister Leger (John), the nephew of that 
(Antony) who was condemned to death and retired to 
Geneve, is a man of malicious and tumultuous spirit, full of 
spite and rancour. He, through his secret agents in Geneve, 
Switzerland, France, Holland, England, Germany and the 
Northern provinces, spread the report that his Royal High- 
ness, the Sovereign of Piemont, attempted to destroy their 
Jerusalem (he calls thus the valleys of Lucema, Angrogna, 
&c.). He exaggerated the origin of those poor despised 
descendants from the Vaudois, or Poor of Lyons, . . . and 
endeavoured to engage in their behalf all the new religions 
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in any way connected with them. He forged tales of 
cruelties so imheard of and extraordinary, that they would 
hardly be perpetrated by barbarians ; asserting that it is as 
true as the Gospel, that they have been practised in their 
valleys by the soldiers of H. R. H. to such an extremity, 
that by order of the Marquis de Pianezza, the executioner 
cut so many throats that the blood of the murdered people 
ran through the streets of La Torre. . . . While the truth is 
this, that, during the war, two persons only were executed 
by the sentence of Senator Parrachin. This trumpet of 
sedition published besides, that new kinds of torments were 
then invented; that little infants were devoured, and the 
brains of the murdered eaten, that the persecution of Dio- 
cletianus against the Christians was milder than that prac- 
tised against the inhabitants of the valleys. And though the 
author of all these calumnies had a very bad repute amongst 
his own people, yet they created so strong an impression 
upon the spirits of the people abroad, that a great sympathy 
towards the inhabitants of the valleys was excited, and a 
great indignation agmnst the Sovereign of Piemont roused. 
Collections were made in their behalf : and in England alone 
more than a million of francs" were gathered ; out of which 
the Minister Leger and his agents received the principal 
benefit ; from whence a dissension afterwards grew amongst 
them. Thence it followed that Cromwell sent Morland to 
the Sovereign of Piemont,” &c. 

Let us see now what is said about John Leger, by the 
author of the manuscript (“Histoire veritable”). He thus 
speaks of him (p. 762): “John Leger has filled his large 
volume with calumnies and falsehoods and fables cunningly 
invented. There is no doubt that his uncle Antony was 
condemned to death for his crime of rebellion, as it is said 
in the sentence which I have read. Whilst the Governor- 


** S*iwn«>l MoriaDd (Thorloe State Paper*, that oecasioo for tl>e Waldeoaee ; aod in 
?ol. ir. p. 2^0, London, 1742) apeak* of another letter be mentiona ££00 more, 
ecren tboosand poanda giren in England on 
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general of H.R. H. was the chief Magistrate of the valleys, 
and the Counts also represented there the Sovereign, Antony 
Leger, by his own authority, made himself the master and 
supreme ruler over all the people, and kept the valleys in 
an open rebellion against the orders of Amadeus I. and of 
Mary Christina the Regent in the year 1637. (Pp. 783, 784, 
785.) And yet John Leger at page 70 of his volume assures 
his readers, with impudence, that his uncle Antony was 
condemned to death after his having been faithful to his 
Prince in the time of revolution.” 

“The Regent Mary Christina on the 16 April 1642 
issued this order : ‘ That when any inhabitant of the valleys 
should become a Catholic, the royal treasurers and re- 
ceivers of the revenues should pay to the Waldensian com- 
mons all the same sums which the convert was used to pay 
to them.’ ” 

The following are the very words of the order (p. 815) :• 
“ In order that this conversion may remain within the limits 
of a mere and simple favour, so that nobody be damaged, 
.we command that the treasurers and the revenue officers 
who are now and shall be for the time being, and that all 
others to whom shall befit, should accept and make a return 
of money to the tax gatherers of the (Waldensian) commu- 
nities, to the amount of all the impositions and charges due 
by each one of the converts, as if they by themselves should 
pay the amount in cash.” 

Now John Leger has printed (l. c.) the falsehood that 
Christina obliged the Waldenses, who remained heretics, to 
pay to her treasures all the charges from which the new 
converts to Catholicity were exonerated. Which falsehood 


* questa convArsiona resti m* 9uoi Urmini di pura e m&ra grana, 

di modo che nesiuno ne tenia pregiudieio ; ordiniamo eke i ieeorieri e riee^ 
vilori preeenti e d'awemre^ e a elU eard eepediente^ di acceiiare e rimetiere 
agli eeatiori delle comuniidt come ee le pagaetero in conianti^ le eomme a 
eke cucenderanno gVimpoeti e carichi euddetii di eadauno di etei (eon- 
vertUi)* 
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was also printed before by Morland (p. 274); in accordance 
(I believe) with the deceitful instructions of the same Leger, 
or of his uncle Antony; in these words: “Although the 
mystery of all this is . . . that those burdens which are 
taken off the shoulders of the revolters, should be laid 
upon the backs of those who persevere in the true religion, 
the better to break and destroy them.” 

The reader will remember all the misstatements of J. 
Leger, which have been pointed out in the first part, in 
relation to the authorities of Reinerius Sacco, Pilichdorff, 
Champion, Arch. Seyssell, Rorengo, Belvedere, &c., distorted 
by him, and made to say the very contrary to their plain 
and natural mcanmg; and also his having given false dates 
to the old Waldensian manuscripts, &c. ; and judge that it 
is right to apply to him that saying of Luther, reported by 
Rorengo (“Esame,” &c. p. 37): “ QuJ aemd mentitur ex 
Deo non est, et in omnibus swpectus habetur.” 

I will conclude this paragraph with another very striking 
document bearing on John Leger’s character. Amongst the 
Miscellanea Patria of the King’s library of Turin I have 
read a darkened printed paper of the year 1662, of which 1 
here subjoin the extract, and a literal translation of the 
principal part. “ The delegates of H. R. H. in criminal 
causes in the valleys of Lucerna, St. Martino and Perosa, 
against John Leger, Minister, bom in the Valley of St. 
Martino, declare : That the third summons has been sent to 
the Minister John Legero to appear, in order to make his 
defence in relation to the many atrocious crimes, not con- 
cerning Religious matters, but of high treason against men, 
imputed to him. Namely, for many murders committed by 
his order or with his consent; comprising the murder of 
his servant, to conceal his having got her with child, and so 
not to lose his ministry; and for his having enrolled, and 
paid with money usurped from the commons, brigands, 
authors of misdeeds both against those of his own religion 
and creed, and against the representatives of the King, &c.. 
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&c. “ That, as he did not appear under the security offered 

to him, to make his defences, a trial has been instituted, 
and he has been judged guilty of high treason against men 
for crimes committed by him from the beginning of the year 
sixteen hundred and fifty-six and since ; crimes which do not 
relate to matters of Religion : and being guilty, he deserves 
to be condemned, os now he is condemned to be exiled for 
ever, and to have his goods confiscated; and if he should 
come into the hands of justice, to be publicly hung till his 
soul be separated from his body : then his body to be left 
hanging by one foot for twenty-four hours ; after which it is 
ordered that his head be separated from his body, and ex- 
posed in the square of St. John, in the valley of Lucerna, 
upon the infamous column.” The sentence was confirmed 
by the Senate with the following words : • “ By public decree 
of this Senate to be engraved on stone tables, we determine 
that the sentence now recited, and justly pronounced against 
the abominable John Legero, guilty of high treason of the 
first order relating men, be put into execution. The year 
sixteen hundred and sixty-two.” 

This will be enough for the present to show what reliance 
is to be placed on the assertions of the celebrated historian 
of the Waldensian churches of Piemont. 


Section II. 


THE CONDUCT OF THE WALDENSES IN PIEMONT. 



)HE true history of the conduct of the Waldenses 
in Piemont will show that the reason of their 
having been often punished was not precisely 
their religion ; it was their breaking the laws of the country. 


* Senteniiam mex recUaiam et in ne/andum Joannem Legerum^ tanqiuim 
L(tsce Majetfaiis humanm in prinw capiie reumy jiuie j)roIafamy cxecutioni 
d^imulandam es$6y public4) Senaiu* Consulto lapidoU icdndU conti^nantloy 
deccmimu«y 1662. 
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We repeatedly read of the poor Waldenses being persecuted 
as well by the rigorous Inquisition, between the years 1206 
and 1228, as by the Piemontese Sovereigns; as, for example, 
in 1400, when, in the depth of winter, they were forced to 
fly to the mountains, and four score of them were frozen to 
death ; and also by the sentence of the justices condemning 
them to be burnt to death, as was particularly done in De- 
cember 1475 in Susa, and in Turin, &c. Without denying 
similar facts, which, however, have been often much exag- 
gerated, I think we may trace the reason of this hard 
treatment by examining old documents. I begin with a 
letter of Pope Innocent VIII. dated May 1487, and printed 
by Morland himself (p. 199) : by which the Pontiff autho- 
rized the Archdeacon of Cremona, Albert de Capitaneis, to 
proceed against the heretics, and to invoke also, if necessary, 
the assistance of the armed hands of the civil power. “ The 
heretics,” the Pope says,* “have endeavoured to draw the 
faithful into their errors, have despised the censures of the 
Church, robbed the goods, and destroyed the house of the 
Inquisitor, killed his servant, made war against their tem- 
poral Masters, and committed a great many other like 
abominations.” No wonder, then, if the Waldenses, being so 
guilty, were punished with such exemplary rigour. 

I continue with the MS. of Vegezzi, founded upon the 
Piemontese annals; “In the year 1535, Francis I. King of 
France, occupied with his army the state of Piemont. The 
Waldenses, on this occasion, springing out of the limits pre- 
scribed to them, sword in hand, invaded the neighbouring 
places, pillaging the castles and wounding the people of the 
feudatories. At this time Francis was using all means to 
destroy the Huguenots in his kingdom; and he issued an 


* AUct Ckristi fidelei in eotdem errorei proirahere, Ceneuras vilipenderef 
domwn habitaiionit yutdem {Inquiniorit) iubveriere, et qyxB in ea erant 
bona diripere et deruhare ; tyusdem Inquititoris famulum inietficere ; cer- 
iatnen hoeiili modo t’ntre, illorum Dominis iemporalibue resuter&, . . , ir^niia 
quoque alia deUttabUia ac abhorrenda faainora perpetrare veriti non fuerint. 
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order that the Parliament of Turin sliould also persecute 
the Waldenses. And on this occasion more than one of 
them was burnt, according to the barbarous laws of the 
time, in the public squares. After the death of King 
Francis and the peace of Cambresis (3 April 1.559), Em- 
manuel Filibertus was restored to his states. He intended 
to clear his dominion from the heretics, and expelled the 
Waldenses from the places occupied by them out of their 
limits : and perhaps he might have cast them out of the 
valleys altogether, had they not been strengthened by a 
body of French sectarians. Though now left unmolested 
the Waldenses rose again after a short time, and, guided by 
their heretic minister, and helped by four hundred armed 
Frenchmen, fought against the castles of Filibertus. After 
many battles, the Count of Trinity conquered them. And 
also on this occasion many executions took place.” 

Now we shall read the author of the “Veritable Ilistoire” 
(p. 614): “About 1575 thcWaldenses again offended against 
the laws of their Sovereign. The Parish Priest of La Torre, 
named llraide, was murdered by them in his own house. 
They had already denied him the necessaries of life in order 
to compel him to go away, which he, faithful to his obliga- 
tions, had refused to do.” (P. 615.) “The Parish Priest of 
Dublon, who, by his good example and zeal, intended to 
keep his Catholic flock in their faith, was also murdered by 
them while exercising his pastoral duties in a poor house. 
The same Waldenses plotted to kill other zealous Priests 
attending to the spiritual welfare of their Catholics. A 
layman, named Vincent Buriasco, a fervent Catholic, who 
was with the Priests, informed them of the plot in good 
time, and the Priests were saved. The sectarians, finding 
that their project was baflled through him, took their ven- 
geance and killed poor Huriasco instead. The heretics, 
being unsuccessful in their design of killing Andrew Tos- 
cani, a notary who lodged the Duke’s soldiers in his own 
house, after the departure of the soldiers, entered into his 
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house, plundered it, and killed the women found there. As 
it was then time of war, no punishment was inflicted on the 
murderers, and, in consequence, they grew every day more 
and more daring in their misdeeds. They robbed the altars, 
burnt on them the most Holy Sacrament and the images of 
the Saints, and (except in Lucerna) hindered the performance 
and celebration of the Holy' Mysteries throughout the valley's 
in which they were simply tolerated.” (P.617.) “All these 
bad actions, and a great many more crimes, too long to be 
enumerated, had been perpetrated by the Waldenses during 
the space of thirty years, till 1600, without being duly 
punished, on account of the continual wars of the time. 
We can state with certainty that, in the said period, through 
the treachery and restless violence of the heretic ministers, 
and of their Waldenses, who already had become Calvinists, 
several hundred persons perished in the valleys by violent 
deaths.” (P. 618.) “After this, it cannot be surprising if an 
order was published by the Duke obliging the Protestants 
to retire within five days into the limits already assigned to 
them, or to abjure their errors in case that they chose to 
remain out of their limits amongst Catholics.” (Pp. 619, 
620.) “As the order was not obeyed in any way', and the 
Calvinist ministers continued their persecutions against the 
Catholic Priests who were sent to them, the Duke then 
issued another order, not unjust, but yet more rigorous and 
more strictly binding." (P. 755.) “Victorius Amedeus I. 
died of a violent illness, and Princess Mary Christina, his 
wife, obtained the Regency of the State. She published a 
new decree (the 19th October 1637) against the ever-dis- 
obedient Waldenses, requiring them to retire within their 
limits in the valleys, accordmg to decrees already published : 
the order to be executed within three days’ time, under 
the threatened penalties. The 9th of November followuig, 
the order was renewed. Nevertheless, the people of the 
valleys continued in their disobedience, nay, sword in 
hand, stood against the Princess. Antony Leger, the 
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uncle of John Leger, the false historian of the valleys, was 
their leader,” 

(P. 797.) “It is to be remarked that there were, from 
the ancient times. Catholic Churches in the valleys, and John 
Leger himself allows it in some parts of his volume, though 
in other places he denies it, in accordance with his fashion 
of contradicting himself. In our time also (at the latter part 
of the seventeenth century) the miserable ruins of those old 
buildings may be seen. They were consecrated to our Lord 
with the names of the .Saints, after whom they were named, 
as to our powerful intercessors with God and with His only 
Mediator Jesus Christ. It is also to be remarked that the 
sectarians demolished them, for the most part, after the year 
1550, as up to that time the said Churches were still stand- 
ing. And this act of impiety was executed with the help 
of foreign armies in time of war, when parish Priests, 
Priors, Religious men, and Clergy were cast out of them. 
Besides, it is not to be forgotten that the Waldenses, in 
order to obtain pardon for having so destroyed the Churches, 
entered into an obligation with their Sovereign to rebuild 
them at their own expense.” 

I conclude this section by observing that more than 
once the Waldenses confessed that they had been guilty of 
grievous crimes. Among the documents, by which this 
observation may be proved, I choose the following peti- 
tion, signed by twenty-four Waldensian deputies, with the 
rescript of their Prince. 

(P. 516.)* “Our most Serene Lord and Prince. Your 
poor and most humble subjects of the Valleys della Perosa, 
Lucerna, Angrogna, Roccapiatta, San Bartolomeo, and Pra 
Rustino, approach with verj' deep respect to humble our- 
selves at the feet of your most Serene Highness, and to beg 


* Sereni*nmo Si^tore a Prmctpa Natfro. 

Li auai poveri etl wnilUsimi auddiii dfile vaUi della TenroMOj Lncemci, 
Angrogna^ Roccapiatta^ San Bariolomao e Prd EuetinOy vetujono eon ogni 
riverenxa ad umdlarfi ai piedi diV.A. Serenigsima iutii o chisiUrU perdono 
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pardon with halters on our necks, supplicating that j’ou be 
pleased to show your usual benignity and mercy towards 
us, and that you would not keep before y'our eyes our great 
faults and our great misdeeds, because we have not kept that 
loyalty which was due to you from us, who are your most 
humble subjects and servants,” &c. 

(P. 538.) The rescript, dated 21st November 1594, con- 
tains the following expressions : 

•“ Both for having taken arms against His Highness, and 
for having caused many damages, many destructions, and 
conflagrations, both in particular and in general, both against 
His Highness and against His Ministers and other particular 
persons of the State,” &c. 


Section* 111. 


SKETCH OF EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE SVITOSED 
WALDEN8IAN MA.S.SACRE OF U!55. 

S EFORE entering into the particular accounts re- 
lating the catalogue of the supposed barbarous 
murders described by John Lcger, I think it ad- 
tdsable to recall to the reader’s mind the substance of the 
general facts connected with the said particular details. 
Finding these facts faithfully reported by Lingard (“History 
of England,” vol. xi. chap, i.), I will endeavour to give here 
his narrative, ns shortly as possible, in his own words. 

“ The Duke of Savoy often confirmed to the native Wal- 


C4>1 laccio al cnllo; supplicandola di volere ware della Bolita henu^nUd e 
elemenza sua vereo noi, e iton TrisguartUtre ai gran falli e maneamenti fioBfri 
tn non avere oBeervafa qtwlla fedelfd chi gli devemamOy came bwU 

diii e Bervitori Bttoiy etc. etc. 

• Si per aver iolto le armi eofUro tua Altezza, quanto per aver commeBei 
nwlti danniy moUe ruine e incendii bI in particolare quanto in getwrale, e 
ianto contra Sua AUezza quanto euoi Signori Minietri e altri 2 >artkolari * 
dello Stato. 21 1594. 
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(lenses the free exercise of their Religion, on condition that 
they should confine themselves within their ancient limits. 
Complaints were made that several of them had formed 
settlements and established their worship without their 
borders. The Court of Turin referred the decision of the 
dispute to the civilian Andrea Gastaldo. After a long and 
patient hearing, he pronounced a definitive judgment, that 
Lucema and some other places lay without the original 
boundaries, and that the intruders should withdraw, under 
the penalties of forfeiture and death. Permission, however, 
was given to them to sell for their own profit the lands 
which they had planted. At first they submitted sullenly 
and sent deputies to Turin to remonstrate. Rut a few days 
afterwards a fast was proclaimed; their ministers e.xcommu- 
nicated every individual who should sell his lands in the 
disputed territory. The natives of the French valleys 
united with the natives of those belonging to the Duke of 
Savoy, bound themselves by an oath to stand by each other 
in their common defence : and messages were despatched to 
solicit aid from Geneva and the other Protestant cantons of 
Switzerland. The Marquis Pianezze, the chief minister of 
the Duke, alarmed by the intelligence, marched from Turin 
with an armed force to suppress the nascent confederacy: 
reduced La Torre, where the insurgents had a garrison of 
six hundred men, offered pardon to all who should submit, 
and fixed his quarters in Bobbio, Villar, and lower An-' 
grogna. The insurgents promised that the soldiers should 
be peaceably received. But the Duke’s soldiers found the 
hare walls, the inhabitants having already retired to the 
mountains with their cattle and provisions. Quarrels ensued 
between the parties, and the desire of vengeance provoked a 
war of extermination. But the military were in general 
successful. 

“ Accounts teeming with exaggerations and improbabilities 
were transmitted to the different Protestant states. The 
Duke of Savoy was represented as a bigoted and intolerant 
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prince, the Vaudois as an innocent race, whose only crime 
was their attachment to the reformed faith. The Protestant 
powers were implored to assume their defence; pecuniary 
contributions were called for to save from destruction by 
famine the remnant which had escaped the edge of the 
sword. In England the cause was advocated in print and 
from the pul]>it; a solemn fast was kept, and the passions of 
the people were roused to enthusiasm. The ministers in a 
body waited on Cromwell to recommend the Vaudois to his 
protection. And he first, through Stouppe, the minister of 
the French Church in London, offered them his support, 
and to transplant them to Ireland.*' The first was accepted, 
the other declined. Next, he solicited the King of France 
to join with him in mediating for them, and received in 
answer that Louis had already interposed his good offices, 
and expected a favourable result: and, lastly, he sent Mor- 
land as ambassador to Turin, where he was honourably re- 
ceived and entertained at the Duke’s c.xpense. It was in 
August in the year 1655 when Morland was authorized to 
announce that the Duke, at the request of the King of France, 
had granted an amnesty to the Vaudois, and confirmed their 
ancient privileges; that the boon had been gratefully re- 
ceived by the insurgents; and the natives of the valleys, 
Protestant and Catholic, had met, embraced each other with 
tears, and sworn to live in perpetual amity together." 

I conclude this true sketch of facts related by Lingard, by 
transcribing a document from the papers of Thurloe, the sec- 
retary of Cromwell, given by the same author in a foot-note. 
It relates to the supposition that a regiment of Irish Papists, 
commanded by Prince Thomas of Savoy, was with Pianezza : 
and to them were attributed, of course, the most horrible 


Amongst the State Papers of Thurloe 
quoted above, there are (vcd. iii. pp. 4S9'>46t) 
extrarts of letters written to Stouppe bj 
Mr. Leger (Antonr, the unde of Jolin, sec 
tlw Brat section of this part): in which tho 
fact is cooBirned that his highness, the Lord 
Protector, had really offt-retl to yitt in Ire- 


land tome land* to the poor esiied; and that 
the Waldotuiao Ministera Hid not accept the 
offering on the ground that tliey ouyht not 
to fortake thoae churchet, vkich con prare 
their turcettion from the time of the Apottlet, 
&c. Wc hkre shown titc falsehood of Utis 
la.«t assertion in the first part. 
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barbarities. On inquiry, it was discovered that these sup- 
posed Irishmen were English (Thurloe, paper iii. .'50) : “The 
Irish regiment, said to be there, was the Earl of Bristol’s 
regiment, a small and weak one, most of them being Eng- 
lish. I hear not such complaints of them as you set forth." 


Section IV. 

THE PARTICULAR MURDERS OF THE YEAR 1655 DESCRIBED 
BY LEGER, CONFRONTED WITH THE LEGAL STATEMENTS 
OF THE SAME FACTS. 


accordance with the statement of the often- 
[Mg quoted manuscript, “ Hbtoire Veritable des Vau- 
dois," I will now relate the true details of the 
supposed cruel Waldcnsian massacre of the year 1655, 
described by John Leger (liv. ii. chap. i.\.), and shamefully 
misrepresented by him, with indecent engraved figures : the 
very identical engravings and descriptions published more 
than twenty years before in Morland’s history, which, as we 
have before said, there is every reason to think, is almost 
entirely an inspiration of the same Leger, and may be 
reckoned to be his first edition. 


Leger says, first (L. C.), that “the particulars of the 
massacre have been confirmed through the evidence of 
more than 150 persons of irreproachable honesty and cre- 
dibility, who* made their depositions at the office of two 
notaries, Bianchi and Mondonis.” (MS. pp. 182-184.) “We 
may forgive John Leger for not mentioning the names 
of these 150 respectable persons ; it would have made his 
volume too thick. Nevertheless, we are entitled to know 
that their evidences were given at the office of persons to 
be trusted. Unhappily for Leger, this is not the case. The 
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notary Bianchi was his right hand in every bad enterprise, 
and a criniinul on account of his misdeeds, and therefore 
condemned to death by public sentence the 23rd May, 1655. 
Mondonc was not a notary in the year 1 655, when it is sup- 
jKised that the depositions were made. Mondonc obtained 
the office of notary four years afterwards, in 1659; and, 
besides, in 1663 and 1664, he declared that he had received 
no depositions of the kind. This fact of the two notaries of 
Leger is enough by itself to prove in general that the mas- 
sacres detailed by him are not authentic.” (See Art. I. of 
tliis part.) 

As Leger says that he gave the original of the deposi- 
tions, signed by the notaries Bianchi and Mondone, to 
Samuel Morland, the Commissary of Cromwell in Italy, 
and that he (Leger) published the same depositions, trans- 
lated from an Italian copy kept by liimself ;• the intelligent 
reader will understand that the narrative of these facts, 
published by Morland more than twenty years j)reviously 
to the publication of Leger’s, is really the fictitious narra- 
tive of Leger himself ; and that the manuscript of the depo- 
sitions, placed by Sir Samuel Morland in the Cambridge 
Librarj', is the original manuscript of the fictitious narrative 
given by Leger to Morland. 

We will now examine the particular stories. To avoid 
confusion, the matter will be divided into two columns. 
That at the left of the reader containing the assertions of 
Leger, that at the right giving the true statement of the 
facts which Leger has distorted. 


* (iXtu/oiVe, Part li. pp. IIG, 117.) “ J’ci* atj remU V9ri^inal th's 
Notairt'S liiawhi et MotutonU entre leg mning tig Mtynsenr Morlaml^ ctmi- 
misgtxire cjrlraortHnaire du Mon Lord Proiecteur de la Qrande Breitupta, 
conrntc il lo confegge an 6 Chapitre du gecond livre tU gon higtoire ; me eon- 
tontaid iVtm agroir congervti la Jidgle cojtig. Void done le contenu deg gtig- 
ditg dejiogiiiong jldelement iradnil de VHaliatn** 
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John Legftr*$ Assertions and 
Rejyroseniations. 

Sara Rostagnol is described as 
tormented, harinjif her belly cat 
open, because she refused to invoke 
the Vii^n Mary ; at last beheaded 
by a soldier. 


Martha Costantxna,wifeof James 
Barrel, had her belly ripped open; 
her private parts and breasts cut 
out, which the Duke’s soldiers 
cooked, made a stew of them, and 
then eat them. 


JamesMichelin, of Bobbio, a Geu- 
tloznan, stabbed in bis feet, hand, 
and ears ; his private parts cut off, 
and a lighted candle put to the 
wound ; the nails extracted with 
pincers, and his head bound with 
cords so tightly as to force his eyes 
out of their sockets, and his brains 
out of his bead : and all those tor* 
ments were inflicted on him in order 
to oblige him to abjure his religion. 


T/ts true legal Statements. 

(MS. p. 1085.) 

Sara Rostagnol was stabbed twice 
and wounded grievously in the hood, 
while she was handing weapons to 
the rebels. No other injury. And 
she died aflorwards in a place called 
La Maddalena dello Vigne, as is 
deposed by six persons of her own 
religion - 

David Allieto, David Oraimer, 

James Chiarer, Joseph Crospln, 

Daniel Pavarin, James Berger, 
the ItJth February, 18th and 19th 
March, 1674, at the office of Bou- 
dino, a notary of known respecta- 
bility, and esteemed also by the 
Vaudois. 

Martha Costantina, wife of Bar- 
rel, died before the year 1 655, as is 
proved at the office of Baudino by 
six of her own religion : 

David AUieta, David Graimer, 

John Rossel, John H. Ailior, 

Antony Prasciut, Daniel Massen, 
tho 15th February, and 3rd, 6th, 
28th March, 1674. 

(MS. p. 1086.) 

JamesMichelin, of Bobbio, aValet, 
not a Gentleman, bom in Frassinier, 
was simply wounded in one of the 
combats of 1655, and then carried 
to Dauphiny : he seven years after- 
wards was seen in good health in 
the valley of Lucema, as is con- 
firmed at the office of Baudino, tho 
23rd December, 1673, by John 
Miohelin, a Vaudois of Bobbio, 
having his dwelling-house at Villar ; 
and also by John Martinet, of Bob- 
bio, a catholic, at tho office of Simon- 
detti, a notary, the lOtb March tho 
same year. 



74 


ON THE PEB8E0UTI0N8 


John Leger's Asit'rfhns and 
Uepreseniaiioni. 

An old man precipitated from a 
very high rock. 


Isaias Grand of Angrogna, ninety 
years of beheaded, and then 
cut into pieces j his bowels spread 
on the streots, and his limbs hong 
on trees. 


The wife of Daniel Armand also 
cmelly tormented. 


The true Legal StaiemenU. 

(MS. p. 108G.) 

About the supposed old man go 
precipitated, as Legcr tolls us that 
ho himself is the only witness of 
this incredible fact, there is no need 
of any proof to contradict it. 


(MS. p. 1087.) 

No man named Isaias Grand ex* 
isted in Angrogna at that time, or 
long before that time. This is 
proved by the depositions of Jovenal 
Jacomo, of Ia. Torre, of John Ytalliet 
and Antony Prescint, of Angrogna, 
made on the 1st February, and 3rd 
and 6th March, 1674, at the Bau- 
dino's office ; and of Michael Gonin, 
of St. Giovanni, made on the 28th 
March, 1674, at the office of Simon* 
detti. 


The wife of Daniel Armand was 
simply killed through a stab, in a 
place called Cogno, while she was 
handing arms to the rebels fighting 
against the Duke*s soldiers. 

Moyses Tiaimor, Antony Simond, 
James Chabriol,and Peter Nicollet, 
of Ija Torre, confirmed this fact at 
the office of Baudino the 1st February 
and the 5th, 6th March ; and the 
same was done by David Dalmczzo, 
of Villar, at the office of Simondetti, 
the 10th March, 1674, 

(The names of all the witnesses 
are always given in the MS., but I 
intend to omit them on the follow- 
ing depositions, both for brevity 
and not to weary the reader.) 
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John Leyer*s A$$ertion$ arul 
Representations, 

Two women, at a place called La 
Sarsena had their bellies ripped 
open, and their bowels thrown ont, 
by Paul de Penealier, a captain, the 
22nd April, 1655. 


Maria Raymond, the widow of 
Jamos Coin, was found in a cave, 
her bonce on one side and her fiosh 
])icked off on tho other side. 


The true Legal Staiemenis. 
(MS. p. 1087.) 

There are depositions of five wit- 
nesses, all Vandoifl, made at the 
Bandino’s office, dated tho 9th and 
20th Fcbmary, and tho 5th and 6th 
March, 1674, stating that no woman 
was killed at that time at the Sar- 
sena; and that Captain Paul do 
Penealier was not soon in tho men- 
tioned place during the whole of the 
year 1655. 

There is besides ono deposition 
at tho same office, dated the 6th 
March, 1674, saying that some wo- 
man fell into a precipice near La 
Sarsena, and that she was not in- 
jured by any body. 


(MS. p. 1088.) 

Unhappily for the calumniator, 
5Iaria Raymond died many years 
before 1655. Witnesses, three 
Waldenses and two Catholics. Tho 
depositions at the office of Baudino 
are on the 7th of January, and 2nd, 
6th, and 25th March, 1674. 


“This wicked author” (says the author of the MS. l. c.) 
“ thus imjx>ses upon the credulity of the Protestant people ; 
and beUeves that they will be amused with this kind of 
execrable stories. He supposes them to be wild beasts, and 
black souls longing to be nourished with the poison of 
slander.”* 


• ** (Tt^l aiwi que cet escrivant scelerai abuse impudemmant de la credulite 

iles peuples Protentans qu^tl crois prendre plaisir a ce sort des fables execra- 
hles ; les prenans pour besles ei pour des antes noiros qui aiment a se nurrtr 
du venitt de la medisance.** 
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John Leger'e Auertiom and 
Repro»eniation$. 

M^dalen, worn out with ago, the 
widow of Peter Pilon, of Villar, waa 
found cut into piocos in a cave. 


Anna, daughter of John Car- 
bo nier, was violated, a pike driven 
through her private parts, and then 
impaled, and raised up and carried 
by the soldiers through the principal 
stroots as a sort of cross>etandard, 
in order to inspiro terror into the 
passengers. 


Th« true Legal SiatementM. 

(MS. p. 1088.) 

About this Magdalen, widow of 
Peter Pilon, it has been legally 
proved by seven witnesses, all Wal- 
douses, in the ' presence of two no- 
taries, Simondetti and Bandino, that 
noiOier such a nor such a hus^ 

hand were at ang time at Vxllar. 
The depositions bear tlie dates of 
26th December, 1673, 23rd February, 
and 2nd, 5th, 0th, 10th March, 
1674. 


(MS. p. 1089.) 

This daughter of Carbonier, na- 
turally crippled and stupid, was 
simply found dead in a place called 
La Grand RuA, without any wound 
or mark of outra^ on her body. 
Thus says the deposition of five 
Waldenses at the office of Baudino, 
the 2nd, 5th, 6th, and 9th of March, 
1674. 


The author of the manuscript here reproaches John Leger 
for his shameless indecency and scandalous falsehoods. 


John Leger'e Ae$oriiotie and 
Bepreieniaiioni. 

Many little children tormented, 
lacerated whilst alive, and precipi- 
tated &om the top of the rocks. 


The true Legal SiaiemenU. 

(MS. p. 1092.) 

It is proved by five Waldenses 
and by two Catholics, who made their 
depositions the Gth and 9th March, 
1673, and the 7th February, 1674, 
that out of the children of J'ohn 
Andrew Michelin, of La Torre, sup- 
posed to bo so killed, one died in 
the year 1656, and the other two, a 
male and a female, were still alive 
in 1674. The same is confirmed of 
the other children. 
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John Legor'i AMertions and 
BejyreseniathfU. 

James Prin and John Gonnot 
were cruelly tormented in different 
znanuorB, and thus killed. 


John Pellanchon tied to the tail 
of a mule, and dragged along, and 
indecently and cruelly tormented. 


Magdalene Fontaine, only ten 
yoarH old, killed while the brutal 
soldiers attempted to violate her. 


A mother, flying from the pur- 
suers with her baby on her head, 
left the baby in the snow, Mercier 
Tolosano saw this. The Duke’s sol- 
diers cut the poor baby into four 
quarters. 


The true Legal Statement 
(MS. p. 1092), 

Prin and Gonnet were made pri- 
soners of war, and died natural 
deaths in the prisons of Lucema 
without suffering any torment. The 
evidence at the office of Simondetti 
and Baudino bears the name of three 
Waldensos, the 24th February, the 
10th and 16th March, 1674. The 
same is conflrmed by the Marquis 
of Angrogna, who procured for them 
charitable assistance in the prison. 

(MS. p. 1093.) 

About John Pellanchon, at the 
office of Simondetti, there are the 
depositions of Prior Valloro and of 
David Dalmazzo, a Waldensis, who 
had been present at the fact, and 
ascertained that it is true that an 
insolent soldier had really tied the 
poor Pellanchon to the tail of a 
mule, intending that he bo thus 
drawn to Lucema; but MatoUe^ 
the Commander of the Duke’s sol- 
diers, having caused Pellanchon to 
be immediately untied, punished the 
soldier with imprisonment. 

It has been legally proved by the 
evidence of two Waldensos, the 2nd 
and 16th March, 1674, that Magda- 
lene Fontaine was still alive in the 
said year, 1674. 

Through the deposition of two 
Waldenses, 20th Febmaiy, 1674, it 
is proved that the soldiers had the 
baby carriod to the nearest village, 
and she was fed and taken care of 
for many years, till she died by 
natural illness in the valley of St. 
Martino. 
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John Lf.Q(fr'$ A$$ertion» and 
R«pre$eniiUiom. 

Another girl, also only ton years 
old, was impaled with a pike by the 
soldiers and then roasted and eaten 
by them. 


James Michelin, the father of the 
late Minister of Angrogna, and two 
countrymen shamefnlly bound in 
their private parts, and thus cruelly 
tormented. 


Jane Hostagnol, eighty years old, 
murdered by cutting out her nose, 
ears, and all extremities of her body. 


Th^ irm Legal Siatemenl$. 

(MS. p. 1004.) 

Throe Waldcnses of Bobbin ju- 
ridically affirmed, 26th December, 
1673, and 20th February and lOth 
March, 1674, that the said girl, 
being foolish, concealed herself in 
a heap of bushes, to which the sol- 
diers, unaware of it, set fire, and 
thus she was burnt accidentally. 


(MS. p. 1095.) 

James Michelin, the father of the 
late Minister, did not suffer any bad 
treatment. He was made a prisoner 
of war in a combat, and died by 
natural illness in the prison of Tu- 
rin. About the two countrymen, 
there is nobody who saw or heard 
anything of them. These are the 
legal depositions of five Waldenses 
at the two notaries’ offices, 30th De- 
cember, 1673, and Gth, 9th, 10th 
March, 1674, besides other five de- 
positions made by Catholics of Bob- 
bio and of La Torre. 


Jane Rostagnol, who was not as 
old as it is said, simply died by a 
gun-shot during a combat near the 
Alp of Crosenna, as was legally 
stated by four Waldenses and by 
two Catholics, the 26th December, 
1673, and the 10th March, 1674. 


Digitized by Google 



OF THE WALDENSES. 


79 


John A^nertions a/nd 

Represcniaiione. 

Manj peraona, as Daniel SaWajot, 
Louis Torno, Bartbolomy Durand, 
woro dreadfully killed by having 
gunpowder put into their ears and 
months, which, on being set fire to, 
blew out their brains through their 
split heads. 


Daniel Revel was barbarously 
murdered as the above-named. 


Paul Rcinaud was also killed in 
the same cruel manner. 


John Rone, a schoolmaster, had 
hU nails pullod out with pincers \ 
hands, feet and ears perforated in 
many parts ; was asked several timee 


Th^ tru/^ LfiffoJ StafenumU. 

(MS. p. 109C.) 

All these are forgeries. Daniel 
Salvajot was killed by a gnn-shot 
during the war in a place called La 
Roche do Pacclas. Louis Tumo was 
also killed by a g^-shot and a stab 
received in an attack at a place 
called Casas do Roras ; and the 
same was the fate of Bartholomy 
Durand, at Baumes. None died 
having received any of the forged 
injuries. Three Waldonses of Le 
Vigne, near Roras, affirmed this ju- 
ridically, the 26th February, and 
the 18th and 19th March, 1674. 


Daniel Revel was dead long before 
the year 1655. Daniel Paradise and 
James Bergier proved this fact in a 
legal deposition the same year, 1674. 


FourWaldenses legally proved at 
the offices of the often-mentioned 
notaries, the 6th December, 1673, and 
the 9th and 20th Februaiy, 1674, that 
Paul Reinand was found dead after 
a conflagration, probably suflbeatod 
by the smoke. Uis body was found 
without any injury on his ears or 
mouth, and only with his beard and 
shirt a little burnt. 


(MS. p. 1097.) 

All these cruel details of torments 
are forged by Leger, as is his custom, 
to make the Invocation of Saints and 
the Mass odious to the Protestants, 
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John Leger*a A$ieriions oftd 
Beproseniaiiom. 

to invoko the Virgin Mary, and to 
go to Mafts, and at each of hia re- 
fusals, a piece of his flesh was cut 
off with a knife. 


Paul Gamier, of Roros, had his 
eyes forced out of his head, his pri- 
vate parts cut off and put into his 
month ; then ho was skinned alive, 
and left so to die ; while his skin, 
cut into pieces, was hung at four 
windows of the best houses of Lu- 
cema. 


Daniel Cardon, of Roccapiatta, 
was beheaded, his brains thrown out 
of the skull and eaten by the soldiers, 
and his heart devoured by them. 


The true Legal Stalemente. 

(MS. p. 1097.) 

and to insert false motives of Reli- 
gion into the invented cruelties. 
The fact is simply this, that Rono 
was made prisoner of war, and 
ordered to be transported to Ln- 
ooma. But ho resisted the soldiers 
with all his might, and one of them 
shot him dead with a pistol. This 
1ms been juridically confirmed by 
the Prior, Michael Angel Gallina, 
and by tho Signori Benettino and 
Voccro, all men of honour, and as 
such respected by the Waldenses of 
Luceraa thomselvos. 


There is a juridical statement of 
eight Waldenses, named in tho MS. 
bearing the dates of 25th, 2tith, 28th 
February, and Gth, 18th, 19th, 28th 
March, 1074, asserting unanimously 
that Paul Gamier was killed by a 
gun-shot while he was assaulting 
tho town of Lncema with his com- 
panions ; and that, after tho brigands 
were driven back, Joseph Baptist 
Bianco, a Catholic, attended to tho 
burial of his body. 

(MS. p. 1098.) 

The only truth about Daniel Car- 
don, of Roccapiatta, is that tho sol- 
diers of the Duke shot him dead 
whilst he was fighting with rebels 
against them, near the temple of 
Roccapiatta. Hohad no other injury, 
and was buried by his own people 
after the combat. This is the legal 
deposition made by five of his own 
companions, the 9th and 28th Feb- 
ruary, and 6th, 10th, 28th March, 
1674. 
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John Leger*$ Auerliom and 
Representatio7u. 

Mftrgaret Hevcl, called La Car* 
tara was bamt by tbo Dako's soldiers 
at Le Vigne, and so thej also served 
Mary Praviglielmo. The wife of 
Mathew Giordano is quoted as the 
eje witness of the tact. 


Tbo widow of John Hngon, in- 
firm and bedridden for three years, 
was carried to La Torre on a cart, 
wounded with the sharp end of hal- 
berds, stoned and drowned in the 
river Angrogna. 


P. Giiles, of La Torre, wounded 
by a gun-shot) had his nose cut off 
and his face scarified, and left thus 
to die. 


Th^ true Legal 8tatemefU$. 

(MS. p. 1099.) 

Margaret Bevel was burnt to 
death, not by the soldiers, but acci- 
dentally ; not at Le Yig^o, but at a 
place called Li Ronchi, near the farm 
of Antony Prasciuto, where she had 
concealed herself, without it being 
known by anybody. Mary Pravig- 
lielmo died a natural death in a 
place called Rocca Cordora. The 
wife of Mathew CHordano, quoted 
as an eye witness, was dead and 
buried long before the year 1655. 
Thus it is stated by three Waldenses 
in their depositions at the two no- 
taries’, 80th December, 1678, and 
28th February and 28th March, 
1674. 

Four Waldenses, the 6th and 10th 
March, 1674, made their legal state- 
ment to this effect : that the widow 
of John Hugon, who was not, in fact, 
infirm, was killed through being 
stabbed twice by the soldiers, while 
she was helping the rebels during 
an attack on a place called “La 
Gran Rui.” 

(MS. p. 1100.) 

It is not stated by Leger whether 
this P. GUles was named Peter or 
PauL However, the falsehood of 
the assertion is proved by the legal 
evidence of three Waldenses, of La 
Torre, and of others, as it appears 
from the registers of the 9th, 24th, 
and 28th February, and 6th and 
10th May, 1674. The statements 
say, that no man named Paul Giiles 
was ever known at La Torre ; and 
that thero havo been known two 
Giiles named Peter : the one died 
before the year 1655, and the other 
died some years after the said date. 


G 
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John Leger't Aiteriion» and The true Legal StaUmmii. 

Repreieniatwna. (MS. p. 1100). 

At Gracillane, a place at the bot- The whole of the account about 
tom of the valley of Lucerna, a great the furnace of Gracillane, both in its 
manypoorWaldonscs wore violently substance and in its circumstances, 
cast into an oven already made hot, is another solemn falsehood of a 
and ready to bake bread. They were man of unblushing effrontery, as is 
all forced into the oven and roaste<l proved at the office of the two nota- 
alive. Some Catholics were wit* ries, by the deposition of eleven per- 
noeses. sons of the same place. 

“It •would be too long and tedious to continue relating 
all the legal evidences registered against the forged ac- 
counts of John Leger. It will he enough to say, that we 
are ready to show them to any person who should be doubt- 
ful of their genuineness.* Yet, before concluding this argu- 
ment, we shall touch cursorily some of the other facts 
misrepresented by J. Leger. 

“John Baptist Andrti died before the year 1655 (Deposi- 
tion, Febr. and March the 7th, 1674), and it is said that he 
was cut in pieces in the said year 1655. 

“(MS. p. 1102.) Michael Bella, said to have had his head 
rooted out from his shoulders in 1655, was still alive in 
1656. (Deposition of five Waldenses, Febr. and March, 
1674.) 

“ Daniel Pellene, said to have been ignominiously carried 
to Angrogna by the Catholics ; he was really so carried, not 
by the Catholic soldiers, but by his own Waldenses, in order 
to get his money. (Deposition, Febr. and March, 1674, ten 
witnesses.) 

“ About Michael Perisa, said to have been beheaded at 
Cavour the same year, 1655, it is proved that there were 
two men of this name, one died before the said year, the 
other was stUl alive in 1674. (Depos. 1674.) 

“ John Donna, Leger said to have been burnt alive. Seven 

• (MS. p. 1101.) ne laiete pa» de coneerver les piece* originate* qui 
jmtijiant inconteatahUme^d la Janaieie de* tnaasacre* pariicuJierfi, qu*il dScrit 
*i an long dan* ce* rdlle*. EUe* *ati*feront ceujt a qui il prendroil envie da 
f'en Martir. 
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witnesses stated legally that there were three persons of 
this name. The first, wounded in a combat at San John, 
died of the wound at Angrogna. The second died in 1661, 
after having been stabbed twice in his belly by another 
Waldensis, and the third died in 1663 in the mountain of 
Rubbian. 

“ It is said that the wife of Paul Chevet was beheaded in 
the year 1655, and it is proved that she was dead some years 
previous to that time. (Depos. 1674, four witnesses.) 

“Joseph Claret, who while with the brigands trying to 
take Lucerna by assault, died of a gun-shot, without suffer- 
ing any other injury, as is confirmed by eight witnesses ; is 
yet described by Leger as having his belly ripped open, in 
order to take off his fat before his death. 

“Mary Paul also, it is said, was killed the same year, 
1655 ; and Mathew Thurin is described as dreadfully tor- 
mented, and his body given to the dogs ; and yet, by the 
deposition of three witnesses, it is proved that both were 
already dead previous to the said year.” 


Section V. 



OTHER AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS ON THE SAME 
ARGUMENT. 

ET US conclude this second part by simply re- 
marking : — 

1st. That the principal reason for which the 
Waldenses were punished in Piemont was not precisely 
their religious belief, but their having been rebellious 
against the orders of the Sovereign and the laws of the 
country in which they lived : which is proved, not only by 
the many facts herein recorded, and sometimes admitted 
and confessed by the Waldenses themselves, as we have 
already seen, but also confirmed by the written records of 
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several public men of the time. We are now going to 
quote them. Monsieur Servien, the Ambassador of the 
King of France in Turin writes thus to the Governor and 
Consul of Fragela: “Turin, April 14, 1655. I write to 
you these lines to let you know that his Royal Highness, 
being dissatisfied with some inhabitants of the valley of 
Lucerne, not only for opposing his orders, but also for 
making others directly contrary unto them, by an attempt 
full of insolence, hath resolved to have that obedience that 
is due unto him.” (State Papers of John Thurloe, vol. 
m. p. 413. London, 1742.) Let us see also (l. c. p. 578) 
what He Lionne, the French Ambassador at Rome, wrote to 
Bordeaux, the French Ambassador in England. “Rome, 
July 3, 1655: 1 hope that the pretence which the Protector 
(Cromwell) takes to defer the signing of your treaty upon 
the business of the valleys of Savoy, will suddenly cease; 
since Monsieur Servien, Ambassador for the King at Turin, 
hath writ me word, that he hoped to accommodate the same 
in a short time, according to the orders which he had re- 
ceived from the Court : although it is not a War for their Re- 
ligion, but a pure revolt against the Prince.” Count Brienne 
besides may be heard in his letter written to Bordeaux, the 
French Ambassador in England (l. c. p. 817): “Soisson, 
July 16, 1655. As for the business of Savoy, . . . you 
may assure the Protector that we have done all what he 
could desire of us. But we can but entreat and not com- 
mand the Prince of Savoy. Certain it is that his subjects 
had very much forgotten their duty.” It is then to over- 
throw the historical evidence to say that the Waldenses 
were persecuted for their religious opinions. 

Second, That, speaking in particular of the famous year 
1655, if, on the one hand, we must admit that many Wal- 
denses were killed during the combats at the places which 
were attacked or held by the soldiers of the Sovereign ; on 
the other, it is equally certain, in accordance with the depo- 
sitions quoted above, that the catalogue of murders, tedious 
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for their length, and abominable for their indecent and cruel 
details, is nothing else than a malicious dream of the excited 
imagination of a deceiver. Sir Samuel Morland himself, in 
a letter to Thiirloe, the Secretary of Cromwell, has the fol- 
lowing striking expressions on the subject (State Papers, 
vol. III. p. 417) : “Geneve, January 15, 1656.“ As to the 
History. ... 1 have not neglected to use my utmost dili- 
gence, since the verie first time j'ou mentioned the same. . . 
The greatest difficulty I meet with is in relation to the 
matter of fact in the beginning of these troubles and during 
the time of warr. For I find, upon diligent search, that 
many papers and bookes which have been put out in print 
on this subject, even by some Jluiisters of the valleys, are 
lame in many particulars and in manie things not conformable 
to truth." Notable expression not to be forgotten! 

Third, That in the said j’ear 1655, the number of the 
Waldenses in the valleys of Piemont amounted to about 
16,000, as is also admitted by John Leger, and the killed, 
both by sword and by fire, and also in their flight, did not 
exceed altogether 200 in number, as is stated in the report 
published at that time by the Sardinian Government in 
Italian, French, and Latin; which was printed also in nor- 
land’s History (p. 398). Too many, if the preciousness of 
human life is considered ; but very few indeed, if compared 
with the ordinary histor}- of unsuccessful revolutions, and 
with the many thousands of human beings sacrificed on like 
occasions, not to speak of other places and times, especially 
here in England and Ireland, in the same unhappy seven- 
teenth century. 


** IbmT« imigned 1666, becatue the year 
1666. piinted in the State Papera, L. c., i« a 
mietake. The iacta allndcd to in thii letter 
happened not in Januanr, 1666, bat in the 
following Ma^. 


In the aame State Papers, l. c., it i« eaid 
that tliie HorUnd'a letter was posses s ed br 
Lord Cb. Uardwteke, High Chancellor of 
Great Britain. 




Part the Third. 


THE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES OF 
THE WALDENSES. 

Section I. 

A SKETCH OF THE CHANGES IN THE WALDENSIAN DOCTRINES, 
FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE TIME OP THE NEW 
REFORMERS. 

EFORE speaking particularly of the religious 
opinions of the Waldenses, it is advisable to 
touch upon some general points of history on 
this subject : — 

First. That it was a mistake of some writers to accuse 
the old Waldenses of holding errors which they, as a body, 
had in abomination. For instance, that they admitted two 
gods and two principles, the good and the bad, as the 
Manicheans did ; that they denied Baptism and the other 
Sacraments ; that they rejected the Apostles’ Creed, and 
permitted promiscuous sexual intercourse, &c. These and 
many other tenets, sometimes attributed to the old Wal- 
denses, cannot be said with truth to have been their errors, 
as there is no trace of them in any of the Waldensian manu- 
scripts. I am of opinion that this mistake was caused, either 
by this, that some of the followers of Peter of Vaudia had 
belonged at first to other sects of the time, and previously 
held errors like those, or, that it was the effect of confound- 
ing the Waldensian sect with that of the Catharites, or of 
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the Apostolicals, or of the Albigenses. At any rate, we 
must repeat that the Waldcnses, as a particular body of 
sectarians, were quite free from those abominable and 
destructive errors. 

Second. That they in their outset held nothing at variance 
with the common doctrines of the Catholic Church, within 
which they were at first educated, except their preaching 
and expounding publicly the Holy Scriptures, in spite of 
the prohibition of the Bishops of the same Church. “ The 
Waldcnses ” (I quote the words of Xeander, in his “ History 
of the Christian Religion and Church,” vol. viii.) “laboured 
with great zeal, and certainly without any thought at first 
of separating themselves from the Church ; but simply aim- 
ing at a spiritual society like many others in the service of 
the Church.” And this is pretty clear to every one who 
considers the fact that an embassy of their body went to 
Rome in the year 1179, at the time of the Third Council of 
Lateran, in order that Pope Alexander the Third would 
sanction their society, and approve of their book. This 
point of history is confirmed by the English Franciscan, 
Walter Mapes, who in that very year was in Rome, and had 
a conversation witli two of the Waldensian embassy, as he 
relates in his work “ De Nugis Curialium,” existing among 
the manuscripts of the Bodleian Library (851) at Oxford. 
I will quote a few words only of this contemporary : • “ We 
saw Waldensian men in the Roman Council held by Pope 
Alexander the Third. They were simple and unlearned, 
and were thus called from the name of their founder, Valdo, 
who was a citizen of Lyons on the Rhone. They presented 
to the Pope a book written in the old Provenjal language, 
in which there were texts and commeqts of the P.salms, and 


• Vidimus in ConcUio Romano mb Alexandre Papa III. celeArato Val<Usio$ 
homines ydiotas iUiteratos, a primate ipsorum Valdo dictos, yw fuerat dm Lug- 
dunia super Rodanum; qui librum domino Papa prasentaverurU lingua conscriptum 
Gallica, in quo textus et glosa Psalteriif plurimorumque I-ifgis Utriusque librorum 
eontenebantur. (See note 25). 


Digitized by Google 


at' THE WALDEESES. 


81 ) 


of many books of tlic Old nncl New Testament,” iScc. It is 
true that they" were sent back without obtaining what they 
asked, and were forbidden to explain the Scriptures, and to 
preach publicly in their own way ; yet they wore not con- 
demned at that time as guilty of any error in doctrine. 
Besides, when John a Bellisinanibus, Archbishop of Lyons, 
about the year 1182 or 1183, also forbatle them both to 
preach and expound the Scriptures, and finding them dis- 
obedient, expelled them from his diocese ; no mention was 
made of their holding any doctrine at variance with the 
teaching of the Church : they were simply’ expelled because, 
being laymen and illiterate, and, of course, frequently using 
erroneous expressions, presumed, against the prohiliition of 
their superiors, to preach, and exercise an office which was 
confided to the Apostles and to their successors only'. And, 
in fact, two of the original followers of the Waldcnsian sect, 
the one named Durandus of Huesca, who had also been a 
master of Waldism in a school at Milan; and the other, Ber- 
nard Primo, and a great number of their Waldcnsian com- 
panions, having shown their desire to be reunited with 
the Church, their petition was readily' granted by Pope 
Innocent the Third ; and they besides received from him 
letters and diplomas authorizing them to establish religious 
orders. The letters to Durandus are of the 18lh December, 
1208, those to Bernard arc dated 14tb June, 1210. The 
two societies, in the year 1256, were united to, and em- 
botlied with, the Hermits of St. Augustin (Hclyot, “ His- 
toire des Ordres Monastiques.” Guingamp, 1839, vol. n. 
p. 283 et »eq,}. 

Third. Notwithstanding what we have said, it cannot be 
denied that the Waldenscs in after times admitted and pro- 
fessed mai\y articles of doctrine, against the teaching and 
practices of the Homan Church, as we shall sec in separate 
articles. Yet a very broad distinction is to be drawn be- 
tween many articles of their religious doctrine in the old 
time, and those ado|>ted by the new Waldenscs after the 
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ii|)|>earancf of the reformers Luther and Calvin. The latter 
are very different from the former in many substantial 
points ; so that, if the Waldenses who e.xisted in the 
thirteenth and fourteentli centur}', laid risen from their 
graves and mingled with tho.se of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth, they would have Judged the latter very ui|- 
fuitliful to their old religion. Let us rend the often quoted 
MS. (“Veritable Histoire,” p. 2) : “The Waldenses became 
Lutheran on the aiipearancc of Luther, and a little after- 
wards from being Lutheran they became Calvinist. .lohn 
I.eger, who took u|x>n himself the tusk of being the histo- 
rian of the valleys of Piemont, presumed to revive in our 
days the name of Waldenses, whose heresy died away about 
two centuries ago.” {Idem, MS. p. 294) : “The first public 
Waldensiiui assemblj, called together in the valleys, was 
held at Augrogna the 12th Seiitember, 15.32; at which 
there was projiosed some kind of religious union between 
the Waldenses and the Luthcrams. The two barhm, George 
Morel and Peter Masson, objected strongly to this proimsal, 
on the ground principally that the Lutheran articles were 
more in number than the Waldensian. New letters, how- 
ever, having been received from Germany, some kind of 
union between the two sects was made, in spite of the two 
harhan : and this was done at another assembly held in the 
valley of San Martin, the 15th August, 1533. Neverthe- 
less, through the cunning of Calvin, who, both personally and 
by means of his partizans — principally William Farel — rc- 
(leatedly addressed the Waldenses, they a few years after- 
wards gave ivay, and, in 1536, became Calvinists. Not 
totally so, however, at first ; because, being obliged by the 
Senate of Turin to declare their religious belief, they made 
a confession of faith neither in accordance with Luther, 
whom they had already abandoned, nor in accordance with 
Calvin, whom they did not yet profess to follow entirely. 
The profession of their faith (iresented to the Senate was a 
mLvture of the two sects. They declared, 1st. That the religion 
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of their ancestors and their own was that which God has 
revealed in the Old and New Testament ; 2nd. That it was 
summarily contained in the twelve articles of the Creed; 
3rd. That they held the Sacraments, not, however, to the 
number of seven ; 4th. That they received the Four First 
General Councils of Nice, Ephesus, Constantinople and 
Calcedon, the Athanasian Creed and the Commandments, of 
Our Lord, as they are written in the books of Exodus and 
Deuteronomy ; 5th. That they acknowledged the Princes 
of the earth ; 6th. That after all, they did not consider 
themselves under any obligation to obey the Roman Church, 
nor of observing her decrees.” 

M. A. Rorengo (“ Esame intomo alia nuova Confessione 
di Fede, ecc. Torino, 1658,” p. 33) confirms the same Walden- 
sian changes by addressing them thus : “ You allow your 
confession of faith to run like the fashion of our clothes, 
now long, now large, now narrow. Up to the present time 
you hold the rule of the First Councils and of the First 
Doctors of the Church. Now you cast them aside, and then 
place instead the eonfession of Flanders, Holland, &c. so 
that under such rules we are unable to dispute and to dis- 
cover what your faith is. Observe (l. c. p. 45) that 
St. Augustin acknowledges for a true Church that which 
has the succession of Pontiffs and Priests. And you pre- 
tend that the new confession lasted from the Apostles, from 
St. Peter to barba Martini. How can you exhibit suc- 
cessors both in the hierarchical chair, and in the doctrine ?”* 
What has been noted here will show generally that the 
Waldenses have undergone some great changes in relation 


• Voi faU cotrere la vostra eonfesgione (U fede con la modn dci vtgtid or lunghi 
or largld ora ttrdii. Prendute jinora la regola del prind Conoid t Dottori deUa 
Chieaa. Ora gli lecate surrogun^ la oonfesnone dt Fiandra, Olanda ecc. ; aginchi 
con tali regede non si conosca e possa disputare qual sia la vostra fede. OsservtUs 
che San^ Agostino truova per vera marca della Ckiesa la successione do Pont^d e 
Sacerdoti, E voi voUte che la oon/essione nvova aldna durato dagli ApostoH^ da 
San Pietro a barha Martini. produrrete successori nella cattedra e nella 

dottrinaf 
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to their religious opinions at different epochs, principally 
after Luther and Calvin. Let us now descend to the par- 
ticulars. 


Section II. 


THE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES OF THE OLD WALDENSE.S WHICH 
AGREED WITH THOSE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND 
DIFFERED FRO.M THE TENETS OF THE NEW REFORMERS. 



lOIIX LEGER has printed several confessions of 
the Waldcnsian faith, and assigns the first to the 
year 1120, about sixty or eighty years (he 
wrongly says) before Valdo of Lyons (1st Part, p. 92 and 
following). This confession contains fourteen articles. In 
the third a distinction is made between the Canonical and 
the Apocryphal books, and the Waldenscs are made to say 
that they read the Apocrj'phal for the instruction of the 
people, not, however, for proving by them Ecclesiastical Doc- 
trines ; and in the thirteenth article it is stated plainly, that 
they have not known of any other Sacrament, except Baptism 
and the Eucharist: “jPo0 non ahtn tontgu autrt satcamrnt 
qur lo bapti 0 ma t la ntcbacfstfa.” 


Not to say anything now about the other four confessions 
given by this writer, I call the reader’s attention to the two 
recited articles of the first, and remark— First. That no 
Waldensian confession of faith can be older than the Wal- 
denses themselves. Now there is no doubt that this sect 
did not arise before the second half of the twelfth century, 
as has been fully proved in our first part. Second. That, 
in accordance with Professor James Henthom Todd (The 
book of the Vaudois, p. 8 and following), this confession, 
printed by Leger with the false date of 1120, is in substance 
and in many parts verbally the same as that which Morel 
and Masson showed to Oecolampadius and to Bucer in 1.530, 
when the two harhas went to consult them on the particulars 
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of their religion, in order to come to some agreement be- 
tween themselves. Third. That the division of the books 
of the Scriptures into Canonical and Apocrj'phal, there 
stated to have been made by the old Waldenses, and the 
admission of two Sacraments only, are points contradicted 
by the same old Waldenses in their manuscripts. We have 
only to open them and read some passages. 

In relation to the different books of the Bible, there is 
not to be found in any of the old Waldensian texts either 
the word or the signification of the word Apocryphal. They 
admitted the whole of the Bible as it was admitted by the 
Catholics, without excluding from the number of its books 
those which by the new reformers are excluded as not 
Canonical. In volume C of the Waldensian manuscripts, 
in the Cambridge Library, there is a translation of part of 
the second of the Maccabees, chapter vii. from the Vulgate, 
and a translation of some chapters of Job, and the whole 
book of Tobit also from the Vulgate, comprising that 
famous passage of the Angel : “ Prayer is good with fasting 
and alms, more than to lay up treasures of gold ; for alms 
delivereth from death, and the same is that which purged 
away sins, and maketh to find mercy and life everlasting ” * 
(Tob. chap. xii. 8 and 9). In volume E there are extracts 
from Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Ecclesiasticus. In volume 
F, amongst translations of parts of the New Testament, 
there are two chapters of the Book of Wisdom ; and in 
volume B there is a treatise on the Commandments. 
They are not divided in accordance with the new reformers, 
but in accordance with the Catholic Catechism : namely, 
the first and second commandment, according to the division 
adopted by the reformers, are united and called the first 
commandment, as the Catholics do. And the commandment 
called the tenth by the same reformers, is divided into two, 
also in accordance with the division adopted by the Catholic 

* Sons «t lauudon ( Is triun c lalmoriiu nuioi bt q rrfconlic traaoi lor, nr 
(atmoofna btUebta be mott car all nuama puroa U pecca c tar a ttobat btta etema. 
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Church. Therefore the Waldenses, in their manuscript, 
put as the second commandment: Not to take the name of 
your Lord God in vain— Jle Utgont comanDatiuiu non prtn« 
fieratf lo nomt Del lo &rgnor 3>io enhan; and put as the ninth, 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife; and as the 
tenth. Not to covet thy neighbour’s goods — Hr nobtn no 
cubttace la molbtc Del too ppme— He Decen e0 no cubftar lag} 
tOiSasf Del too ppnte. What I have stated concerning the Cam- 
bridge manuscripts as to the distinction of the Aiwcryphal 
books not being found there, but, on the contrary, every- 
thing in accordance with the Catholic Bible, is also to be 
observed of the Waldensian manuscripts in Trinity College, 
Dublin, of a more recent date ; yet previous to the new 
reformers, in which, according to the positive assertion of 
Dr. Todd (l. c. p. 4), no distinction is to be found between 
the Canonical books of the Bible and those called Apocry- 
phal by the reformers : and every Scriptural book or pas- 
sage is always quoted there in accordance with the Catholic 
Bible, comprising the controverted passage of St. John 
(1 Ep. V. 7), which is also written there: “There are three 
that give testimony in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and these three are One — TEctt iJon 11 qual 
Donan ttdtimont al crl lo l^afce t la JHlb r lo &antt l^perlt, e a 
qulDtt trri Don un.” This will be enough to show that the 
Waldenses, before Luther and Calvin, had their Bible as the 
Catholics have it now ; without excluding the books or the 
passages excluded by the same Waldenses, after having be- 
come Calvinists. It will also demonstrate the falsehood of 
the date of 1120 given by Leger as that of the first con- 
fession of the Waldensian faith. 

In relation now to the Sacraments, of which, in that con- 
fession of faith attributed by Leger to the beginning of the 
twelfth century, it is said that the old Waldenses admitted 
two only. Baptism and the Eucharist ; it will be enough to 
read a few lines of the Cambridge Waldensian MS. In 
volume 1), under the title, “ Exposition of Christian Doc- 
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trine,” at chapter ii. there are the following words : “ Seven 
are the Sacraments of the Holy Church. The first is 
Baptism given to us in remission of sins. The second is 
Penance. The third is the Communion of the Body and 
the Blood of Christ. The fourth is Matrimony ordered by 
God. The fifth is Holy Oil (Extreme Unction). The sixth 
is the Imposition of Hands (Confirmation). The seventh is 
the Ordination of Priests and Deacons.” * 

In the “ Rerum Bohemicarum Antiqui Scriptures ex 
Bibliotheca Freheri,” &c. (Hanovi®, 1602), at p. 23S, el seq. 
there is printed that Waldensian Confession of Faith which 
was sent to Uladislaus, king of Hungary, in the year 1508. 
We find there the following words : “ We equally admit 
that the Sacraments, which are seven in number, are useful 
to the Church of Christ : Similiter, Sacramenta, Septenario 
numero inchtsa, Eedesim Chrwti utilia esse pandimus." And 
in the next pages, namely, from 241 to 252 (which are evi- 
dently cut out in the copy existing in the library of the 
British Museum, but are to be seen in the copy of the 
Cambridge library), there is an enumeration and explana- 
tion of each sacrament. About Baptism, after saying, 
that “ All grown persons are obliged to be baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost,” they profess besides, that also infants must be bap- 
tized, according to a decree of the Apostles, as Dionysius 
writes : “Professio nostra etiam in pueros ejttenditur, qui decreto 
Apostolorum, ut Dionysius scrilnt, baptizari debenU" About 
the Sacrament of Orders they mention the Major and the 
Minor Orders ; “ De Sacerdotali Ordine . . . Mcqores et 
Minores Ordines.” Express mention is made besides of 
Extreme Unction of the Sick — “ Unctio Extrema Injir- 
monim," and of the other Sacraments of “ Confirmation, of 

* Cirpt son Ii Mtnmnil I( U mntn gUroio. Ho piumin a lo iotisme, lo 
oual CO tons s noo m remtoion te petto. Ho 3 to It penitentio. Ho 3 to la 
tomunion Id tots e Id oant It Xj; Ho c to lo mattimoni onena It Oio. Ho a 
to loU oont. Ho s to Icntpuoamtni It lao mana. Ho 7 to otienament It pitjtta 
t It liaquco. 
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Matrimony, of Penance in the Remission of Sins, and of The 
Eucharist : — De Conjinnatione, De Matrimonio, De Pomitentia 
lapsontm in Reinissionem Peccatorum, De Eucharistia.” In 
explaining the last mentioned Sacrament there are the fol- 
lowing striking expressions : “ Wheresoever a worthy Priest, 
with faithful people, according to his intention and that of 
Christ, and according to the ordination of the Church, will 
in his prayers testify with such words, namely : ‘ This is my 
body. This is my blood,’ immediately then the present bread 
is the body of Christ, which was offered to death for us; and 
in like manner the present wine is His blood, shed for the 
remission of sins. This profession of our faith is founded 
on the words of Christ, related by the Evangelists and by 
Saint Paul. . . . This body and blood of Christ, under the 
species of bread and wine, ought to be received.” * 

It will not be altogether out of place to note here with 
Dr. Todd (l. c. p. 216), that in the Dublin Waldensian 
manuscripts there is an instruction to the clergy, headed 
thus: “Sequitur De Imposicione Pwnilentice which imposi- 
tion of Penance, according to the Catholic doctrine, is an 
integral part of the Sacrament of like name ; and that some 
of the passages published by Perrin, Morland, and Leger 
from the Waldensian manuscripts, 'are not translated faith- 
fully by them. To say nothing about Leger, Perrin, in his 
book of the Vaudois, has published the Commandments not 
in accordance with the manuscripts from which he states he 
copied them ; and has divided into two the first, and out of 
the two last Commandments has made one. And, as Dr. Todd 
sa 3'8 (l. C. p. 116), we are not to consider Perrin's history 
of the Vaudois the offspring of a single and solitary pasteur 


• Vbiaimqtie Suanlosaimjido jiopuh.jtaSa euam et Chrisli intrnlionem 
EccUifkFqiie ordinationrin, ortUitmem fainenjt, hujti^nodi iwWa, videlicft : Hoc eat 
corpns mouin, Hie est san^ia mens, /lurit ; con/eftim ptyrneru 

panis eM Chrisfi i« vwrtem pro ttobig oblaium : tnnum gimilitfr jtrtrgetis 

gatiyuis i« p^titarum retnimonfm. litre Jtdei nostra professio verbis 

Christi firmatur ah Evongtlistis et a Sanctn Paulo conscriptis. . . . Hoc corptis 
Vhristi el snngnis . . . sub panis viitigve speeirhis . . . sumi debet. 
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of l>auphitiy, but as the work of the Frencli Protestant 
Church ; and a very curious work too : as it was examined a 
f^rcat many times in many protestant provinces and in Ge- 
neve, during the space of more tlian ten years before it was 
published in 1619. About Morland we may say that he, 
besides publishing his history, in accordance with the false 
views and suggestions of Leger, against his own first con- 
viction (see his letter in our Part ll. Sect, v.), and besides 
omitting the publication of passages contained in the manu- 
scripts; which would have been more than sufficient to cast 
light on the true epoch of the Waldensian sect and doc- 
trines; has taken the liberty of altering a passage, in which 
the manuscript, commenting uiwn a text of St. Augustin, 
says : “ Vain fear is it to fear losing the company of father 
and mother, and not to fear the loss of the company of God 
and of the Virgin Mary — la COIlipaffilia De 2510 t Or la iOer- 
grna 9^ana.” Now Morland (p. 129) translated it thus: 
“ And not to fear losing the blessed presence of God the 
Father, and of Jefeus Christ.” (Todd, l. c. p. 99.) 

I may be allowed to observe here that the old AValdenses, 
though they denied the intercession of Saints and of the 
Virgin Marj' (as we shall see afterwards), yet they admitted 
that honour and praise is due to them. Hear them in the 
above quoted confession of faith (“ Rerum Bohemiear. Fre- 
heri,” p. 254, 255) ;• “ God is to be praised in his Saints, as 
David said, ‘ Praise the Lord in his Saints;’ and we are 
doing so, and praise God in this Virgin, and in the other 
Saints. Because God in his goodness gave to them like 
grace and like benefits, and through them to us. And not 
only we praise God in this Blessed Virgin, but besides we 
confess her blessed and holy ; and we love and imitate her 


• In Sanctis Dftu Utudari dtbet^ sicut dixit David — lAxudate Dominum m 

Sanctis Et noa hoc agitnua quod i'« hoc Vinjine et aliu Sanctis Deum 

laudamua, qui talcm grntiam et talia benefeia « stta ^nitate eia dedit ei nobis per 
ipaoa. Et necdum in ftac benedicta Vinjine Drum lfiu<Lrmus, sed ei earn oonfitemur 
benedicUm et be*dam, et dUi'jiintis et tequimnr pro jwaee w)stro . . . Nulla ex 

II 
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as wc can. ... No woman is as holy as this A'irgin is. 
None indeed is full of grace, excc|)t her; none should be 
called blessed amongst all generations, except her alone. 
Nor is it true that we despise as profane the holy days of the 
commemoration of the glorious Virgin Mary; on the con- 
trary wo resj)cct them, and sing many canticles concerning 
her to the honour of Gtxl.” 

It is therefore heyond doubt that, before the time of 
Luther and Calvin, the Waldcnses admitted all the books of 
the llible and all the Seven Sacraments as the Catholic 
Church did and does now, and that they did not deny the 
Real Presence of our Lord after the consecration of the 
bread and w'ine, and paid honour to the Virgin and to the 
Saints: and besides {see Dr. Todd, n. c. p. 19), from the 
doubts iirojxised in Germany by Morel and Jlasson, it seems 
clear that they approved of Religious Celibacy, Auricular 
Confession, Vows of Poverty, &c. 

I conclude this article, relating the doctrines of the old 
Waldism as distinguished from Calvinism, by quoting three 
passages of “ La Xobla Lcy 5 on,” bearing on the subject. 

In the first passage, the Waldcnsian writer praises the 
sincere Confession of sins, and the works of Penance, fast- 
ing, alms-giving, fervent praying, as means to obtain salva- 
tion : 

“ To make our Confession siacorcly wilbout any defect : 

And to do penance during the proRcnt life ; 

To fa«t, to give nlms, nnd to jiray with fervent heart ; 

TndetHi, through these things the soul Knds salvation.”* 

In the second, he commends the Evtuigelical Counsel to 

mulurii/UA benedicta sinU fure Virffo, nuUa (luuitin alia fst ffroiia pUnoj 
fxcepta hoc, nuUn dteitur benedicta inter omnes tjenerathnee, ercept<t hac eoh . , . 
Neque Itoc I'crum eei quod sanctoi dies commemorationis glorioffe Virffiuis ^farue 
ricut profanos coHlemnimut, eed coUmue ut decet. Multas cantiones deea in laudein 
Dei canhnut. 

* l^uiammt sr confc00ar alcun nuncamcnr, 
qu’ il fac^an pmitmcia rn la toita prrernr, 

£)rjunar, fad atmonaa rt aurat au cor bulbrnr, 

Car pa a qurataa co0bp ttoba f'anma oalbamrnt. 
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keep \'irgiuity; and Mary and Joseph ar<! quoted as an ex- 
ample of this : 

“ The Old Law cursed the womb which remained barren, 

Dut the New Law connscUcth to keep Virginity. 

Our Latly was pure and Joseph also.” • ” 

In tlie third jmsage is boldly proclaimed that a lawfully 
contracted marriage is indissoluble under the Gospel. 

“ The Old Law gave power to dissolve Marriage, 

And tlie bill of repudiation was then to bo given : 

But the Now Ijaw says : Do not marry one that is put away ; 

And what God hath joined together, let no man pnt asundcr.”t 

* Ca Ir? tfllia mauUi fe urnm Qui fiur non a porta, 
it)a la notirlta coarlUa aamac urreonrta. 
ipura na nostra Hona r Joarpt^ atrtoi. 

f Ha frp antrnta tii partir lo martimoni : 

S carta pr trfu ec pCQueoan sonar : 
iBa la nohcUa iri non pmoc la lapea ; 
neseurn non Drpaita co que Dio aioata. 


** Tlio Waltlensc'fl licid iiUo liere t)>o old 
Cstholic tioctrinr, not onlv about the rir- 
ginitT of Mary, but also about the ebaatit; 
of St. Jofopli. The opinion of the Hehi- 
dians, who profcsned that Mary, after Jc-«ui 
Christ, bad other sonti by St. Joneph, was 
condemned amonast other old horcaica. (See 
St, Aug do Hfcreaib. cap. at ; ace al-^o 
Jerome contra llelvidium.) Rur, m In the 
(icwpcii are moiitlonni the hroihrrs of Jeaua 
Chritt railed $onM tff Marjf ; many old writen 
were iDialeil into erroneounly asaerting tliat 
the AO-called brothcra of our Lord, if not 
children of the Virgin Mary, at Iea«t wero 
children of Joseph, born to him prcrioualy 
by another wife. I haro said erroatouaiti, 
iM-cause, bt*«ldca the known custom of the 
Jews, often mcBtiom.'d in the Bible, to call 
their cousins or other near relations by the 
name of brethren; tl>at assertion tseridently 
shown to bo false by reading the different 
Rvangclist*. Rea<l. first, St. Matthew (e. xiv. 
». 55) ; ** l» not thiM the corpefiter a soa t la 
not hi» tnather called J/ory. and hiai/rethren 
Jatnea and Joaeph, and Simon and Judef" 
Re«l now &latthew (c. xxrii. v. 66) : '* U ox 
iMa/y Maydahnr and Mart/ thf mother of 
James and Joseph.** Ami «JC Mark (c, xr. 
V. 40) : *' Amon.^fst u-Aom \cas J/ory Mayda~ 


leaf and Maty fhe moehtr of James the less 
and of Joseph*' U-t us turn now to St, 
John (c. xix, T. 2o): A'o» there stood 5y 

the (Tosa of Jemu hit mother, and hit mo- 
ther's sister Mar^ the u-ife tf Clriphaa, 
and Mary Maytiulene." Now, if tJje differ- 
ent (A-oaagea are con!«iilerod t(^ether, it will 
appear by the brat eridence Mary, sis- 
ter of the Mother qf Jesus, tefe tf CltajJtas, 
is the mother tf James {the less) and of 
Joseph, who, ufith Simon and Jude, are 
called brethren of our Lord; but, being the 
sons of the sister of hit mother and of Clc- 
ophaa (not of St, Joteph), they were not hit 
bn^thren in fact; they were bit cousins only. 
In support of the present point I will add 
the authority of St. Jerome (Comm, in c. xii. 
St. Matthew): “ As is contained'’ (he rays) 
“in the book which we hare written against 
Ilelridiua, we iindenitund tiu&t the expression. 
brethren of our Lord, means not the sons of 
Ju^'ph, but the cousins of our Saviour, sons 
of Mary, aunt of our Lord, who is #1yle«l the 
mother of James and Joseph and Jodc.” Sos, 
strut in libro, tptem contra llelndiutn serip- 
simus. conCiac^trr, fratrrs Domini, non Jilios 
Joseph setl consobrinos Sah'atoris, Marue 
liluTos inteHiyimus mafertent Domini; qua 
esse dicHnr mater JiietAi et Joseph tt Jndit. 
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Section III. 

THE nEUGIOUS TENETS OF THE OLD WALDENSES AGREEING 
WITH THOSE OF THE NEW REFORMERS, AND AT VARIANCE 
WITH THE CATHOLIC DOCTRINES. 

one will, I think, expect that I should treat 
S ? here of those religious opinions of the Waldenses 

which the)’ adopted after they became Calvinists. 
It would take me out of my subject, and oblige me to enter 
into too wide a field. Nevertheless, in fulfilment of the 
task 1 have undertaken, it is requisite that I should speak 
here of those tenets which the Waldenses held as a par- 
ticular body of sectarians, before they united and made a 
common profession with the new reformers. It will appear 
from the following particulars, that the new reformers had 
a good reason to regard the old Waldenses as their ancestors, 
because nearly all the points, in which the Waldenses during 
three centuries disagreed from the Roman Church, were 
likewise assumed and kept by the new reformers, although 
with a good many additions of their own. 

To proceed on safe ground in this rather perplexing in- 
vestigation, I will take for my guide the Waldensian 
manuscripts, and those old authors who wrote on this 
subject, from the end of the twelfth to the beginning of 
the sixteenth centur)', that is to say, from the first spread- 
ing of the Waldensian sect to nearly the time in which they 
united with Calvin. These authors, in order of time, are 
Bernard, Abbot of Chaude Fontaine, the Venerable F. 
Moneta, Reinerius Sacco, Peter PilighdorfiT, Eneas Sylvius, 
afterwards Pius II., Scyssell, Archbishop of Turin, and 
Rerum Bohemicarum Scriptores. In the first part of this 
book they have been quoted, with the dates and places in 
which they were published, or where those in MS. are pre- 
served. Thus, without any interruption, I shall be able 
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to recapitulate here the principal Waldcnsian tenets as they 
are expressed by the Waldenses themselves, or by the above- 
named authors; and I will subjoin immediately in a few 
words, the Catholic doctrine on the same point, in order to 
show that the Waldensian tenets are contrar}' to the Catholic 
doctrine, as well as consonant to that of the new reformers. 


^ 1 - 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Church of God has failed. 

“ The Waldenses say that the Church of God failed at the 
time of Pope Silvester, and that it was restored in their 
time, and that the first restorer was AValdesius.” (Moneta, 
lib. v. ch. iii.)* 

“You quote the words of our Lord (Matth. xx. 16), 
‘ Many are called but few are chosen,’ where you say that 
the many called express the Catholics, and the few chosen 
express your associates.” (PilichdorflF, chap. xiv.)f 

J “ That part of the Church, which remained faithful ” (at 
the time of Constantine), “persevered for a long time in the 
received truth. Thus little by little, the holiness of the 
Church failed .... And thus we believe, that from the time 
at which the Church was founded, to the end of the world, 


• hti haretici fiicunt EccUi^nm Dei tempore Beati Siii'e»tri defec'tsse : in tern- 
paribus autem wfw restitutam eatn asserunt per ipms, q\iarum primus /uU Vai- 
desius. (Moneta.) 

t Sed objicis verbum Domini (Matth. xx. 16): Multi sont vocati, pauci 
vero elccli ; per vocaios et muUos inteUi^is CathoUcos^ el per paucos tUctos in- 
teUhjis complices tws. (Pilichdorff. ) 

X iBsi (8 pact ptrmaoa pnmaa pn moti trmp m aqurla brtita la cal abia 
rrenipu. (Snai’ti fa oancttta be la plerea manque pot a poc. • * . mairal errarn 
Qur bef temp a! cal la qlcfsi fo fontu entro a la fin bel oeole, la alepM be Oto non 
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slie shall not so lull that some holy man be not left on earth, 
or in some country of the earth. . . . () beloved, consider 
that the Jloon, though nearly losing her fulness, yet she 
always is substantially the same Moon. And if she is ob- 
scured through some darkness, and does not appear to the 
eyes of men, yet she continues to be the Moon in her sub- 
stance, as we believe; otherwise God every month should 
create a Moon. And the Moon often is a figure of the 
Church.” (The Waldeusian MSS. of Cambridge, vol. a, fol. 
237 , 239 , 240 .) 


Catholic Doctiunk o.v thls 1’oint. 

The Church of the New Testament cannot fail, 
either by disappearing, or by remaining concealed 
with a few followers, or by teaching errors against 
the revealed doctrine in relation to faith and mo- 
rals.*' 


Hrfat|)irr mapei t>rl tot qur (a non gia totania alcun He li aant orn laa terras o r 
alcunaa reeiona He fa terra. . . * 2D C^aiiaaimCt conaiHcra car (a luna ia aia co quil^t 
aia juota brnir amen He !a eoa planeta, maa rmpcrco tnabia ra luna. ailf) ea 
acuTCia per alcunaa tenebraa e non apcrrraa a [i oil) He li omr, imperro ilb ea torabta 
luna en la aoa eubsrancia, rn apmaa noa creaaent Hautra maniera Dio faria luna 
per (baatun mea. . . • (S la luna a figura aeHmHierammt la olepea. ( 

J/.V.S.) 


** TIh’ Catliwlirs RUjiport tliia doctrine by 
that tayiiii; in l.uki‘ (ch. i. r. 32, 33) : ** The 
I»rd ttmi sliali girn to him (to our lie- 
ileemor) tbo throne of David las father, and 
he aludl rviipi in thehouac of Jacob forever; 
and ofhia kingiiom there Bliall be no end.” 
And by that reveUlinn made to Daniel 
(cb. ii. V. 44); “The (rod of heaven shall 
art tip a kingilom that shall never be de- 
atroyt^ .... and itself aliall stand for ever.” 
Beaidoa, by quutinc the wonls of oiir Saviour 
to Peter (.Matlli. xvi. 18) ; “Upon thU rock 
1 will build iny ('liurch. and the gatra of 


hell ahall not prevail against it;*’ and }lia 
aaying to the Apoellra {ib. xxviM. 20) : “ I 
am wicli you alnays, even to the end of (he 
world;” and the authority of St. Fatil 
(I Timothy iil, 16): “The Ilouae of God, 
the pillar and ground of truth the 
Csthoiica, on the Ktit'ngih of thoae and 
other authoritiea, conclude th.at the Church 
of God on earth cannot fail either by disap- 
pearing and remaining concealed with a few 
followers, or by teaching erron against faith 
or morals. 


Digiii2ed by Google 



VF THE WALHEXSES.' 


lua 


WaLDENSIAN TEN’f;T. 

No other prayer is to be said except the 
Lord’s Prayer, &c. 

“ The Waldenses say, that no other prayer is to be said 
except the ‘ Our Father,’ and that all other prayers, which 
are said or read in the Mass, are not of Divine institution, but 
of men, the words of Consecration and the ‘ Our Father’ 
alone excepted.” ( Filichdorff, ch. xxi.x.)* 


Catholic Docthine. 

If the Waldenses mean to say that we are not 
allowed to utter any other prayer in supplicating 
God, except the identical prayer of the “Our Fa- 
ther” and the words of the Consecration at the 
Mass, they are mistaken.** 


• Dicunt VaUlettMs nihil aliud oranthm fsse qxuun Pater Nofjter ; et quod 
Mnnia alia quat dicuutur tt legunhtr in Mii^t lum 6uit Institutionis Divtna sed 

humaiue, solig verbU OynMcnitioiiis rf Pater Noster exceptu. (Pilichdorff). 


The C«thollct admit that the words 
of Consecration and the Lord's Prayer are 
undoabtcdly of Divine institution, vet t)»ey 
maintain that thence it does not follow that 
all other prayers are of no use ; ao<l say that 
there are many other prnyem besides to be 
very much respected and used, principnily 
those contained in the Liturgies and Rituals 
of the Chiirth, part of which arc transmitted 


to US irom the very time of the Apostles, or 
tWir tint Disciples; as is the case' with the 
three famous Idturgies called of St. Peter 
or Missa Romana, of St. Mark or Alexan- 
drina, and of St. James the couaia of our 
Lord, called of Jerusalem : which but Liturgy 
is quoted (Catech. A MyatagOjfy)by St. Cyril 
of JoraeaUm, who flourisl»ed the year 3A0. 
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\Vau)ensian Texet. 

The Holy Scriptures alone are suSicient to 
guide men to Salvation. 

“ AVe shall first brii'fly say that the Law of the true God is 
by itself sufficient for the salvation of all the human generation, 
and it is a Law of perfect liberty, which it is not right to add 
any thing to, or to take away any thing from, and that there 
is not any kind of good which is not sufficiently comprised 
in the same His Law.” (Waldensian MSS. Cambridge, vol. d. 
Prol. ofChr. Doctr.)* 

The \V aldenses despise all those approved practices of the 
Church, which they do not see written in the Gospel. Omnes 
conmetudine3 Ecclesiw approhatas, quas in Evangelio non legunt, 
contemnunt. (Reinerius Sacco).*’ 


* Oonca pnimidcmmt nos tirm bitonum coma la lo; tel treat C>io r 
tcrat tome Jt li pec ot sola es euficirm a la aalu te coca la seneiacion t'lmana, 

e es pluo iteo e pluo comuna e plug Iceieta a complie, e ro let te petletia libeita, a 
la oual non Irooena aiognn ni mermae alcuna cooa, e non eo alcuna cooa te ben la 
qual non oia ouficiencmenc encluoa rn aquella mroctma aoa le;. (WaUlemian 
MSS.') 


The WaldenNsi, lu welt m the old Mxxi- 
tnin aod the PeUgiaDB, grounded thin tenet 
on the following jHunngos(I)cat. ir. 2): '* You 
■hell not odd to the word that T Bpeek to 
you, neither ehnll von take away from it t*' 
Ihlatth. ar. fl): ** .\nd you hare made roid 


the commandment of Ood for the sake of 
your traditiona and (Coloai, ii. 8) : ** Be- 
ware. lent any man cheat you hy philoeophy 
and rain deceit, according to tlie tradition 
of men." 
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Catholic Doctrine on this Subject. 

Besides the Holy Scriptures, the Traditions of the 
Church are to be admitted, without which both the 
existence and the meaning of the Holy Scriptures 
would be uncertain, and many things necessary to 
salvation would be defective." 


Tlic Catholic* quote the authority of 
St. Faiit. comniaiiilin^ (2 TIicm. ii. 14) to 
keep the Traditions receired cither by word 
or by writinj;: ** Bretliren, stand fast and 
hold the Traditions wbicli you hareluame*], 
whether by word or by Oiir Kpistlo.” Anil 
with 8t. Baj>il(nho flourished the year 350). 
they are persuaded that, “The do^a* which 
are heJd and preachetl in tlie Church arv de- 
rived partly from tlie written Doctrine, and 
partly from the Apostolical Tradition mys- 
teriously brought to us. and (hat both have 
the same claim un our pious rcspi'Ct.” Qtttn 
^trxiqvt tamdem ad pietatem vim kabent. 
And conclude by saying that, without ail- 
mitting the Tradition of the Church, wo 


could not be certain that the Utdy Scripturr* 
contain the iinarlultcrated Wonl of UihI, nor 
of their real meaning, neither of the article* 
of ti e ('reiHl. and of many dogma* and prac- 
tices of our Clirintian belief, whii'h are either 
explained or tirflned Bim|>Iy through Trmili- 
tion. 

In relation to the passage* quoted above 
(note 46). theCatholics observe tliat the flrat 
paasage has rvlstion simfdy to tlie legal and 
cereinonul oliscnaoces of the Jews : that the 
second telhi against the deceitful traditions 
of the elders opposed to tlie law of Cod ; and 
that the third conilemna tlie assertioiia of 
the Gentiles in opposition to the Christian 
religion. 
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§ 4 . 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Blessings and Consecrations practised in the 
Church do not confer any particular sanctity 
upon the things or persons blessed or conse- 
crated. 

“ The Waldenses equally eondemn the consecration of the 
vestments of the Priests, of water, salt, ashes, candles, palms, 
food ; and also the consecration of Bishops, Priests, churches, 
altar.s, cemeteries, baptismal water, unctions with clirisra 
and oil, &c. ; saying that the objects thus consecrated do not 
receive any particular sanctity from those words, though 
the words by themselves are holy and good.” (Pilichdorif, 
ch. XXIX.)* 


* Reim>tnmi VtiUUnMS kterftici constcratioiKa vegtimn SticerdoUtUum^ uquet, 
saliit, ciittTUM, aimMarum, }Mlmarum^ ciborum et ttiwii CfmsecnUiinws Ept^po- 
rum, Sae^nitftuni, Kixles'un'umt Altariums CirtMtet-iorutn, aqua Bapti^»ud\$, Chris- 
matis rf Olii Uttdiunes etc,; dicentes, rts dUu UdiUr cansremtas nihil omnim 
ntujularis mneiiiatis ex Ulis veriis jtercipere, licet t'rrba in se stincta sint et bona, 
(Pilichdorff.) 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

To say that the blessings and consecrations used 
in the Church do not confer any particular sanctity, 
is to deny the most clear authority both of Scrip- 
ture and of Tradition." 


The Catbolica oonfinn their doctrine 
with the authoritr, \»t, of Exodus (ch. 
xxix. 21): “And when thou (Mo<>es) hist 
taken of tho blood that » upon the altar, and 
of the oil of unction, thou nhalt aprinklo 
Aaron and his vesture, his suns ami tlieir 
reetmeots ; and after thev and their vest- 
ments arc conHccrate*!.’* And (chap. xf. v, 9, 
tt se^,) : “ Thou shalt take the oil of unction 
and anoint tlie tabernacle with iU vessels, 
that tbevmajbe sanctiBed .... Thou ahalt 
consecrate all with the oil of unction, that 
they may be most boly.** 2nd/y, Further, 
with tho fact n-Uted in the Arts of tlie 
Apostlos (viii. 17): “Then they ^Peter and 
John) laid their hands upon them, and they 
(the newly baptise*!) received the llolyOhost.” 
And again (t'6. xix. 6): “And when ^aul 
imposed his hands u|»on them, tho Holy 
Ghost came upon them.” And' with the 


expression of St. Panl (2 Timothy i. 6): “ I 
admonish thee that thou stir up tho grace 
of God which is in thee by the imposition of 
my hands.” Equally with the aame, St. 
Paul (1 Timothy ir. 4, 5): “ Every creature oi 
God is goo<l, and nothing is to bo rejected 
that is received with tlianksgiring ; for it is 
sanctified hy tho words of God and prayers.” 
And with St. James (v. 14, Ifi): “Is any 
man sick among you? Let him bring in the 
Priest.H of the Church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name 
of tho Loni, and the prayer of futb shall 
save tho sick man.” 3rt//y, the Liturgy 
of the Church, and the sayings of the 
Fathers of the first centuries of Christianity. 
St. Cyrillus, Catech. iii \ St. Cyprian, Ep. xii. 
lib. i.; St Augustin in Julian, lib. vi. cap. viii.; 
Sc. Basil de Sp. S. cap. xxvii., &c. 
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§ 5 . 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Catholic Priests, being all bad, have no autho- 
rity; and the Pope of Rome is the chief of all 
heresiarchs. 

“ The Waldenses are against the Church of Rome and 
the Sovereign Pontiff, and against all Prelates. (Rcinerius 
Sacco).* 

“ They say that the Pope is the chief of the heresiarchs.” 
( Pilichdorff, ch. xvi).f 

“ They state openly that no subjection is due to Priests, 
nor to the same Sovereign Pontiff, because, being wicked 
and not imitating the life of the Apostles, they do not 
possess any Divine authority, and that in consequence they 
have no power to absolve from sins.” (Arch. Seyssell, 
sheet VII. )J 


* Vtildenses sunt contra Ecclestam Romanam et Summum ]\mtijicrm ct ornttss 
Pmlatoa. (Sacco.) 

t Dicunt Papam esse caput furresiarcharvm. (Pilich.) 

I Sacenlotibut minime porendum esse prcsdicarU, ne Summo Ibntifici qui~ 
dern ; quijipe qui, eo quod tna/t sunt nec ^posto/onim ritam imdantur, nutlam ' 
habent a Deo aucloritatetn. Dimittendorum peccatorum nuUam Sacerdotes nostros 
potestatem kabert. (SeyBseU.) 
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Catholic Doctkine. 

The authority of the consecrated Ministers of re- 
ligion depends upon their ordination and the insti- 
tution of our Lord, and not upon their behaviour as 
men: and the Pope of Rome is the successor of 
St. Peter, and the visible chief and ruler of the 
Universal Church.*’ 


** The Catholics arguo tltst, as the per- 
sonal goodiioM of a lajrmao docs not confer 
on bitii the character of the Prieatitood, so 
the personal wickedncaa ofa particular Priest, 
though bringing condemnation to himself, 
yet does not take awaj from him tho 
authority of his offico : that, if the Waldcn- 
Btan opinion wore admitted, no one could be 
certain even to hare been regenerated through 
Baptism. About tho namo of Hercsiarch 
given to the Roman PontifT, also in the 
Waldensian MSS. ; on the ground of tlie 
Tradition of the Church, reported by Ter- 
tulllan (“ I>e Pneacript.”), Origen (spud 
** Kuseb. Ilistor.” lib. iii. cap. 3).- Smnt 
Athanaaius ('* Do fitga sua,” and in ** Ep ad 
Fclicem Papam”), Cyprian (**Do Unit. 
Eccl.” and lib. i. Ep. Tiil. ad Pleln-m), 
Jerome (** Ep. li. ail Damasum "), Ambrose 
(in cap. iii. ad Tim.), Chrysostom (“ Ep. ad 
Innocent. Papam"), Augustin ('* Ep. contra 
Manich. rap. xivV* >^°d '* Ep. dii. ad 
Donat.'*); and {uiocipally by Ireoens (^<f- 


versut hitretts, lib. iii. cap. 1 et 3); the 
Catholics profess the contrary r and in ac- 
conlaoce with the Ueneml Council of Horence, 
held with the concurrence of the Eastern 
Church, the year 1439, under Kugenius IV. 
tliey maintain that tho Pope of Rome is the 
Chief and Primate of the Church all through 
tho world ; that Iteis the succesaorof Peter and 
the Vicar of Christ, with all power of feeding, 
ruling, and goreming the Cnivpraal Church, 
&c. (’*Concil." torn, xxxii., Parisiis, 1644). 
Dtjinimu4 *anc(am Apostoiiatm Sedem et 
Humanum Poitt\ficem, in unii'trtum orbem 
tenure primutyin, rt ipsum Pontifievm Jto~ 
manvm eurceMorrm east btati Petri pnitW- 
pis ApojitfJorum et t>erum C/trisli Vicariumf 
t€ttiusfjue Kedesiae eapvt, et omnium CArts- 
t.anonim pairem et doctorem existere: et qm 
in beato Peiro paectndi, reyendi et guhernandi 
unieersalem ^deeiam a Domino noetroJesu 
Christo plmam potestatrm traditam ease: 
tpiemadnodumetium ingestis (Ecumenicomm 
Conciliorumt et eaerie canonibu* continetur. 
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§ 6 . 

Waldensian Tenet. 

Everybody has the right to preach publicly the 
word of God. 

“ The Waldenses say that the preaching of the Word of 
God is freely allowed to everybody.” (iKncas Sylvius.)* 

“ They all preach indiscriminately, and without any dis- 
tinction of condition, age or sex.” (Bernard Abbot Fontis 
Calidi.)+ 


Catholic Doctrine. 

The public preaching of the Word of God is not 
allowed to persons not duly authorized by the 
Church ; and it is forbidden to women by St. Paul." 


* DicuiU Valdenses Ubfram cuiipte pnrdicatitmfm I'ft'bi Dei patere. 

SylviuB.) 

t Pnedicant omnes passim et ane delectu conditiuniSt (Ftatis ei sexus. (AbbftS 
Fontis Galidi.) 


^ The CetboUety with Bernard, Abbot of 
Chaode Fountain, a eontempormry of Peter 
Waldonsii, obecrre, that the Apoetlee did 
not preach of their own aothoritj, bat they 
were sent by oar Lord : and that St. Paul 
(Rom. X.) clearly eaid, that no body it 
flowed to preach anleea he bo sent by the 
rnelatee of the Church; respect- 
ing whom be says (ad Hcbr. xiii.), **Obey 


your Prelates and bo subject to then.’* 
And the samo Apostle speaks of the women 
thus (1 Cor. xir.) : Let women keep sileneo 

in the Cburchea .... for it is a shame fora 
woman to speak in the Church.'* They ob- 
Borro besides with St. Peter (Eph. eh. i.), 
that **No prophecy of Scripture is made by 
prirate interpretation, for the holy men of 
God spoke inspired by the Holy Ghost.*' 
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§ 7 . 

Waldensian Tenet. 

Every person living, according to the precepts of the 
Appstles, has authority to hear Confessions. 

“ Tlic Waldenses say that all Christians, without any dis- 
tinction, have authority to hear Confessions, provided that 
they live in aeeordanee with the precepts of the Apostles.” 
(Arch. Seyssell.)*“ 


Catholic Doctrine. 

Nobody has authority to hear Sacramental Con- 
fessions or give Absolution of Sins, except Priests 
who possess lawful jurisdiction.^^ 


• Diciint Valdenses, Confts^num audUruhrum auctoriUUem Christiariis 
poMim omnibus, qui secundum Apostolorum preecepta ambulant, esse concessam. 
(SoyascU.) 


** This n’tlJensian loiwt wu probably 
roundc>d on that paasAfre of St. James 
(r. 14, Id): *‘Conr*« therefore your ■ins 
one to another, and pray for one another.'* 
** The Catholics say, that if the above* 
mentioned paatw^e of St. Jatucs applies to 
the Sacramental Confession, it is to bo under* 


stood as relating only to the Pnesta of the 
Chnrch mentioned a little before by the same 
Apostle; and they add, that the power of 
forgiving sicks was given by our Loi^ not to 
all his disciples, but to the Apostles, and in 
their peraona to tbeir legitimate suecossora 
only. 
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Waldensian Tenet. 

Every Oath is a mortal sin. 

“ The Waldenses also say that every oath, although taken 
in a court of justice and with truth, is a sin, and to be con- 
demned.” (Pilichdorff.)* 

“ It is another error that they say that every oath is a 
mortal sin.” (Seyssell.)f“ 

Catholic Doctrine. 

Oaths taken with due deliberation and in the 
interest of truth and justice, are praiseworthy, in 
accordance with Jeremiah (ch. iv.); “Thou shalt 
swear, as the Lord liveth, in truth and in judgment 
and in justice.”** 


• Item dicunt Valdettsfs quod omne jutrwienfum, qtuiniumcumque judicialiter 
et veridict /actum, int pfccntum et r^txibatum. (Pilichdorff.) 

t Aliws error quo dicunt omne jummeitium esse peccatum uwrUde. (Arch. 
Seyasell.) 


This opioioD of the Wtldente* » 
foanded on that Mving of oar Lord (Matth. 
r.)r ** But 1 uj to jron, Swear not at all 
... let your speech be yea, yea. nay, nay, 
and whataocrer ta more than this, comet h 
of eril.’* 

** The Catholics understand this eipres- 
tioD of our Lord in this sense only, that wo 
are not allowed to swear rashly and impni- 
dcntly; and that oar taking oatlis by the 
name of Ood is also blameabte, when it is to 
a falsehood, or without duo oonsideration. or 
for an unjust cause. But at tho same time, 
the Catholics maintain that it U a mistake to 


■ay titat ereiy oath it ahsolately and nncoo- 
ditionally forbidden. Because St. Paul says 
(fleb. ri.), that ** An oath for coohrmation 
is the end of all . . . controrer^." And the 
same Apostle swore saying (ad Rom. i.)^ 
^'God is my witness, whom 1 serre.** And 
not only the angel in the Apocalypse (ch. 
X. 6), “ Swore by Him thst lireth fur ever snd 
erer but also our Lord often swears in the 
Gospels. And in Deuteronomy (ch. rt.), is 
thus prescribed : *' Thou shalt fear the I^rd 
thy Ood . . . and tbon shalt swear by hia 
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§ 9 - 

Waldbnsias Tenet. 

Every lie is a mortal sin. 

“ Another error of the Waldcnsca is their saying that every 
lie is a mortal sin.” (Arch. Seyssell).*“ 

Catholic Doctrine. 

Though every lie is a fault, yet there are lies 
which do not make men guilty of a mortal sin.“ 

♦ Aliua error quo Valdfnses auerunt, ornne tnendadum esse peccatum mor- 
taU. (Arch. Seyasell.) 

** The Bourco of this opinion maj bo it would follow that erery man ia an onpm^ 

trooi'd to the following possagoa understood of God, dceonriog ererluting perdition; aa 

bj them in an absolute Bcnso : **Thc mouth it is also written that God will send into 

that lieth killeth tho soul ” (Wisdom i. 11); perdition all those who speak lies. And 

and, ** Lying lips arc an abomination to the they quote untrue assertions made by Joseph 

Lord’* (Fror. zii. 22). the Patriarch, by the Jewish midwireo, by 

** The Catholics undentand the Scriptural Judith. &c. &c. And on the consideration 

passages abore quoted with some limitation, that these persons arc not condemned by 
not to follow into an absurdity if they bo tbe Bible as guilty of a mortal tin on that 
taken unconditionally. For instance, it account, the Catholics conclude that this 
being written: Every man is a liar,” on Waldensian opinion is untenable, 

the supposition that erery He is a mortal sin, 


I 
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% 10 . 

Wai.dknsian Teskt. 

Purgatory is a dream, an invention of the sixth 
century. 

“ Therefore the Scripture and we roust believe it. 

That all the men of the world will go through two roads : 

The good will go into glory, the wicked to torments.” 

(La Xobla Leyfon.}* 

“ As there is not any express mention of such place as 
Purgatory in any passage of the Law, nor have the Apostles 
left to us any express instruction about it, nor has the 
primitive Church, acting in accordance with the Gos{x;l, left 
to us any order or command about the same ; and only after 
the year of our Lord five hundred and fifty-eight Pope 
Pelagius gave an order that a commemoration for the dea<l 
should be made in the JIass ; it remains that there is not 
any obligation to believe as an article of faith that after this 
life there is such a place as Purgatory.” (J,o IPucgatOCl dOlind. 
The dream of the Purgatory. AValdensian Treatise ).f 

“ In this article of Purgatory the Harbas of the Waldenses 
go astray very much, because they say that the departed 
souls are immediately cither brought to eternal joy or 


* I'cectiptura ti e noa cirfit lo fitbtn 
Slut niit II borne bel mont ptc bui ctnmin tmrtn. 

Hi bon rrm tn gloiia, li ftlion in loimmt. 

(La Xohia Lpyyan.) 

t Com cn altun luoc tn la It; non faia alcuna epttia mtmion b’aital luoc nt 
IPursatoii, ni li Slpoatol an laioaa a noa alcun apito tnatisnatntnt, ni la gitiaa 
primitiua conbtieant etconP I) iEpangtli . . • non an li ora (bclibttni) a noo alcuna 
cooa ptc ocPtnanirni nt ptc coimnanbamtnt ; ma I^tlagi flSapa tn apeta li an btl 
fttignoi cinq etna tc cinquanca buic. at Itgia lur abte ocstna, out cn la mraaa at 
ara rccotbania be li moic, la ctoia que la non ca be ncceaaita creirr anaiina acticlt 
be ift, toatc aical luoc be t^ucgacoci cn apeta a qutaca blia. (Eo l'taynt,u-i toitna. 

irnidtnji/ro T/euCif^.) 
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plunged into everlasting torments; and” that I'urgatorv 
is a fiction invented hv the avarice of the Clerjrv-” (Arch. 
Sey-ssell).* 


Catiioi.ic T)iirrHiNF,. 

The existence of Purgatory has been always be- 
lieved in the Church of God, and it is an article of 
Christian faith." 


• /« fuxr ttrtic»lo (fir Ptoujutitrio) ViddtiL'ntim Iiurlnp ahrn'iini wwim' . . . 
auint fnim auiiiuis ad adet'na vel gaud'ui rr/ , . . coHjfd'un 

reci/d, eceleAtistifnstjHf viros cupiditatf I^irijatonum (Arch. 

Se}'88ell.) 


While bolieTing with the Charch that 
there aro only two eternal placee, the ooo 
preparoU for the friemls. the other for the 
enciniofl of Go<h heaven and hell; the 
fatltollca hold with the .wme Church that 
there ia a Utird (dare in the next world, calletl 
Purgatory, where nil |K>rsona, who die in the 
grace of Ood, but not having yot ma<le euf- 
fidont (»enanccfbr theirsins already panloned 
in relation to their gtiilt, are sent to be 
punished, till they, haring (>crf(<ctly satisfieil 
the justice of God, are admitted to lieaveo. 

*" As to the asaertiona, that **No such 
place as i'lirgatory has been known in tlie 
primitire Church,” the Catholics, besides 
mentioning some passages of St. Matth. 
(chap. xiK), and of St. Paul (1 Cor. chap. iii. 

quote the twelfth chapter of the second 
hook of the Maccabees. The Brst and the 
second book of this name are acknowledged as 
Canonical by thcC^thoHc Church, though they 
arc not io the Canon of the Jcw% as it wan 
written under Esdraa. namely, long before the 
existenceofthe Maccabees. S'uw wereadlherc 
that "Judas making a gathering, sent twelvo 
thousand drachmae of silver to Jerusalem ibr 
saeriBccs to be offered for the sins of the 
dead.” And that, “ It is therefore a holy 
and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, 
that they may be loosed from sins.” t'pon 
which passage St, Angustin thus remarks 
("Decurapro Mortuis,” cap. i.): "Weread 
in the books of the Maccabees, that a sacri- 
fice was oflTered for the deatl. Yet though 
nothing of the kind could be read in the old 
Scriptures, not light is the authority of the 
Unirersal Church, which is openly famous for 
this practice : where the commemoration for 
the dead has its place amongst the (imyors 


of the Priests, which nre ofierevi to our I,ord 
at his altar.” /n ^f4^rc*tIHforvmlibri»^effimltJl 
oftlutum pro mortuis socr^riVm. Heii, etii 
*ium'/vnm in &'ripluria vetenbus omnino 
lf<jrrrtnr. n«n pfttieti fat Unit'trsft EcdeM, 
qttte in hoc rtmaurtudinf riarrt auctorittu ; 
ubi ta prtribna SaerrdotiM, </u«p Domino Dro 
ad eiua altarc/unduntur, ioeunt habet etiam 
commfndatio mortuonm. The Catholics 
quote besides tlie old Litui^ies and a great 
number of Kathem of tlie ChurHi, some of 
whom Botirisbed in tho very first centuries of 
Christianity, and all previous to the time of 
the I’opps Pdagius and Gregorj’ the Great. 
They aro all s(M«king of the suffrages for 
the souls of the dead, they mention the 
(mrging fire, and some of them expressly say. 
that this belief has been taught by the 
A|wstlcs (see Tertull. ‘*l>e corona ililitis,” 
cap. iii.; Origen, "Horn. 12 in llierem;” 
St. Cyrill of Jerus®. *‘ Catcch. 8 MyitUg. ante 
medinm;” St. Cyprian, Kp. IxvI., and rcry 
often St. Augnstiii. I will only quote St. 
Chrysostom (Horn. ii. in £p*. ail Philip.), 
"It is not without reason, that by the Apostles 
it has been prcecribeil that, during the cele- 
bration of the rcncrablo mysteries, a com- 
memoration be made of those who de()arted 
frum os. The A(>ostlea knew that thence 
they shoold obtain a great emolumc‘iit, a 
great advantage . . . How sliould wc not 
appease God by praying for them.” A*ow 
fruatra ab Apoatolis aonritum, vt incetrbra- 
tione mjcfanrfo/-«»B A[ff*tfriorvm ntcnortVi 
Jitit eorvm qui hinc dormimnt. Aoe’crrint, 
iUia muUfim hinc mtiltum 

ulditatia .... Quornmlo Drum non ptavarr- 
mva pro iatia oranteaf 
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THE RELIGIOUS DOCTRINES 


h 11 . 

Waldensian Tenet. 

The Indulgences of the Church are an invention 
of covetous Priests. 

“ The Waldenses equally condemn the Indulgences of 
the Prelates of the Church.” (PilichdorfT) .* 

“ They affirm that Indulgences are an invention of bad 
Priests, in order to extort money from the ignorant.” {Arch. 
Scyssell).t” 


Catholic Doctrine. 

The power of granting Indulgences is not derived 
from any invention of man, but from the authority 
given by our Lord to the Church.® 


• Item reprchant ValdcnstB IruluJgentim PrivUitorum EccltJtiue. (Pilich- 
dorff.) 

t Ipsi a^rmani . . . Indxdgentias exse invfntas a pstmdo^tt'dofibwi ad 
ab ptcxinuiA. (Arch. Seyssell.) 


** The WaltlenBes enjoy the reputation of 
liaring made the tirat attack upon Indul- 
gences. Wickliff, Hu«a, Luther, Melnncthon, 
and principally Calvin, di.vtinguiahed thcin- 
eelree t>y dwelling on the name doctrine ; but 
we do not know of any body of K-formers 
who had taken their atand aguiiRt Indiil- 
gencea before the Waldenae*. I’ilichdorif 
(ch. XXX.) adroita that tbe Waldensee and 
many Catholics of hia time doubt4.*d about 
the value of Indulgences by reason of the 
indiscrevt proniiivos of the collectors of alma : 
Hoc fneit indiitrreta f/ronuneiatio 
norum SactrdoSum, (jui indifftrentcr omnibut 
hominUma hoc et illtid facientibtta Indul- 
gentiaa promittunt. However, the same 
author adds that those abortions and pro- 
mises were made agAinatthe intention of the 
Pope and of the Prelates of the Cburcb, 
who do not grant Indulgences to every body, 
but only to tboso who are truly penitent, 
who coiifi'ss and are contrite: Et hoc non 
eat in mente JJonuni Papa ct aliorvm Pra- 
latorvm, qui non dant cfia niai vere pantittn- 


tibua et con/easu et contritia. 

** The Catholic doctrine about Indulgences 
is this, that when onr I.<ord said to His 
Apostles (Matth. zriii.) : ** Whatsoever you 
shall . . . loose upon earth shall be loosed 
also in heaven;*' Ho gare to the 6rst Pre- 
lates of the Church tbe power of remitting to 
the penitent man, under some conditions, the 
temporal penalties due for the sins already 
pardooLsl in relation to their guilt, hut not 
yet Atoneil by tbe necessary satisfaction to 
the justice of God. And bc^inniogwith tlw 
pardon given by St. Paul to the penitent 
man of Corintli (2 Cor. ii.), and rnntinuing 
with the pardon granted by the Church to 
ri'pcntant sinners, at the request and through 
the interei'Saion of those who luid suffcrevl or 
were suffering for their faith ; the Catholics 
conclude by quoting Indulgences granted 
from ancient times to those who visited on 
some stated days, particular Churches or 
holy place*, or perfonne«l some prescribed 
pious works, ceoturte* and centuries bc'fore 
tbe Waldonses rose against Uiem. 


Digitized by Coogle 



OF THE WALDENSES. 


117 


§ 12 . 

Walijen.sian Tenet. 

There is no obligation to fast, nor to keep holy 
any day, Sunday excepted. 

“ Another error of the Waldenses is to reprove religious 
abstinence.” (Arch. Seyssell, sheet Lxxin.).* 

“ No day is to be kept holy, except Sunday.” (Eneas 
Sylvius, “Hist. Bohem.”)f 

Remarks: To fast and to keep holy some particular days 
in the week arc laws of the Church. Therefore the united 
assertions of the Waldenses may be considered as corollaries 
to that tenet, in which they maintained that the Prelates of 
the Church, being all wicked, have no authority, and that in 
consequence their precepts are not binding. Yet the Wal- 
denses did not condemn voluntary mortifications, &c. as we 
have seen before. 


Catholic Doctrine. 

All Christians are obliged to keep holy, not only 
the Sundays, but also all other particular days 
appointed by the authority of the Church ; and to 
fast and abstain on some other days, according to 
the ordinances of the same Church, if there is no 
good reason to be exempted. There may be quoted 
here St. Augustin, (“Ad Januarium,” Epis. 118. 2), 
saying, that St. Ambrose told him thus: “When I 
go to Rome I fast on the Sabbath day, when I am 
here (in Milan) I do not fast. You do the same. 
Keep the custom of the Church of that place in 
which you are.” Cum Romam venio jqwio SMato, quum 
hie swn non jejtino. Sic etiam tu, ad quam forte Eedesiam 
veneris, e/'us morem serva. 


* A/iiis error Valde/tsium quo iinprvbani jejunia, (Arch. ScjBsell.) 
t NuJltt die opere cessandum, nisi Dominica, (Eneas Sylvius). 
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Waldensian Texet. 

The Invocation of Saints cannot be admitted. 

“ Now, it is to be said of the Invocation of Saints, which 
(the Catholics) publish as it were an article of faith, saying 
that the Saints existing in heaven are to be prayed to by us 
who live. ... And this does not appear worthy of belief.” 
(Waldensian Treatise).* 

“ They hold that the blessed Virgin Mary and the Saints 
of heaven are not to be invoked by us, because they cannot 
pray for us. . . . They do not say the ‘Hail Mary.’ ” (I’ilich- 
dorff).f 

“ They say that mortals arc not in need of their interces- 
sion, Christ alone being more than sufficient to do everything 
for us all ; and the Saints absorbed in the delights of their 
felicity do not know what is passing here below” (Arch. 
Seysscll).: 


' 3ra ts a Hitt tc I'lmiocation tc li aanct, la qual publican coma pn atcicic 
nt ft, niocnc qut li panel ctiaicm cn la pattia ccIcoUal ocin b'fsocc picpa Ba noo 
bimi. . . . iQt ai;o non ro biot roorc be ctercr. ( ir<i/i/an«ian Treatite.) 

t Tment lUaUrm Viiyintm et Etinefm in pairin non (wao imneatuha a nu6ta, 
guia lum jtoasnnt orare pro uobia . . . Non diennt * Are Maria* (Pilichdorif.) 

t Dicuiit Sanrtonan . . . im^ratjio tnorlatfa non indiffere, Chriato omnitniS 
ad omnia ai/undr siijficimtr. . . . £i Banctoa ta gwt in sceculo Jinnt iynornrf, tania 
fiiicitalia iliiui anmnitate capti, (.\rch. 8(*yaeoU. ) 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

It is good and useful to have recourse to the 
intercession of Saints, and all persons who con- 
demn this practice are out of the pale of the 
Church'* 


The Catholic teaching on the inrocation 
of Sainta is not precisely that cxproaMnl hy 
tbo quoted Waldt-nsian tenet. The dchni- 
tion of the Church does not ray that the 
Ssinta of hearen are to be prareit to by us ; 
M though any Chriatian, who docs not pray 
through the wnts. wen* a trespasaor againiit 
the prescription of the Church. She only 
nya that the inrocation of Saints is good and 
nseful in accordance with the Tradition and 
the written doctrine of the Old and Xew 
TcKtament. The condemnation, therefore, of 
the Catholic Church if only against those 


who aay that the Saints are not to be in- 
Tokod; that they do not pray for us; that 
their invocation is an idolatry against the 
Word of Ood, and against our only M«liator 
Jesus Christ, &c. (see Council of Trent, seas. 
25, Drrr. de inrornfionc, vfneratime, ^c. 
Sanctor.) The Catholics, while invoking the 
Angels and Sainta, and Mary Uie mother of 
Christ, do not mean any thing clae than to 
have them as intercessors with our Lord, 
from whom alone every good gift and grace 
cornea upon men. 
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% 14 . 

Waldknsian Tenet. 

Every honour given in the Church to the holy 
images or paintings, and to the relics of Saints 
is to be abolished. 

“ The Antichrist makes the people idolaters : he deceit- 
fully causes them to serve the idols of all the world under 
the name of Saints and of relics. . . . He causes the wor- 
ship of Latria, due only to God, to be given to men, male 
and female Saints parted from this world, and to their images, 
noisome corpses, relics.” (Waldensian Treatise on the Anti- 
christ. )•*“ 

“ The W aldenses say that the Images and Pictures are to 
be abolished.” (Reinerius Sacco. )f 

“ They say that Christians arc idolaters by reason of 
Images and the Cross.” (Pilichdorff.)I 


* Co b ilolotn to pobic, serbii frauvolenttnimt a los tiolos St 

tot lo mans oot li aant ct a laa rcliquias. . , . Oa lattia a li bomt sanct o aancias 
napaaBa S'aqucat monS, aa a las imagenaa St lor, aalaa, rttiquiaa. (Walilensian 
Treatiw ** lie AntichriHt.") 

t Imagines et Picturas dicunt «at abdendtu. (Reineriua Sacco.) 
t Dkunt Christxanof esu iddolatrot propter Imagines et Signum Cntcijixi. 
(Pilichdorff.) 


” Some ground for this Wnldcnainn tenet nbore, or that are in tlic cortb beneath, or 

in 10 be found in Deuteronomy (eh. t .), and that abide in the water under the earth, 

in Kxodua (eh. xx ), where it iaaaid: "Thou Thou ahnit not adore them, and then ehalt 

ahait not make to thyaelf a graven thing, nor not serve them. For 1 am the Lord thy 

the likeoeas of any things that are in heaven God, a jealous God." 
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Catholic Doctrine. 

The religious honour given in the Church to holy 
images and paintings, and to the relics of Saints, 
is in accordance with the revelation of the Bible 
and ancient Tradition, and has nothing to do with 
idolatry.” 


** Tlie Cutliotin undoretand the quoted 
Dot M forbidding u« to make any 
figurva or paintingfi, or giving any kiml of 
honour to them, but as aimply and aolely 
forbidding the making of figurea orpaintinga 
of any thing in order to adorr them as idola 
and gods. They quote, bosidca, many otlicr 
paasagra of the same Bible, in which the 
figures which God ordered Mosee and David 
to make, and place in the sanctuary in the 
middle TempK-, ke. are mentioned. The 
same Catholics confirm their interpretation 
by Mving tltat. if a different explanation be 
given to the quoted passage, it would imply 
an open contradiction between the two 
orders issued by the same Almighty God. 


Further, explaining the Greek word 
“ AsTfSia.’* as meaning the supreme highest 
religiiHia honour due to God alone, principally 
by the offering of sacrifices ; and stating that 
in the Catholic Church no sacrifice is offered 
to klary the Mother of God, nor to any 
Angel or Saint, or to any painting or figure of 
Saints; but only to God alone, and that the 
Saints are simply honoured as friends and 
servants of God. and their figures and relics 
as objects relating to the serrants and friends 
of God ; tbe same Catholics disclaim any 
participation with idolatry, or with idolatrous 
superstitions (see St. Augustin ** Contra 
Faustum,” lib. r. cap. xis. and lib. ziir. 
C«l>. ,.)• 
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^ 15 . 


On two tenets relating to Lay Magistrates, 

AND TO the precept, XoT TO KiLL. 

Eneas Sylvius (l. c.) assures us that the Waldenses 
held, that “ A lay magistrate, if wicked and guilty of a 
mortal sin, does not possess any authority, and that he 
then is not to be obeyed.”* And Archbishop Seysscll 
states, that “ They affirmed generally that to kill a man is 
a mortal sin."f Nevertheless, it does not seem that these 
two tenets can be put in the roll of their unchanged religious 
opinions. Hecause they at any rate retracted the former 
before the middle of the sixteenth century, when they pro- 
fessed “ To acknowledge the Princes of the earth.” And 
in relation to the latter, the same Archbishop Seyssell re- 
marks, that “ The Waldenses of his time did not hold it 
unconditionally, but made some exception, for instance, 
when a man is executed in accordance with the laws of 
justice, for public vengeance,” &c. 


• Qui vwrtalia culpat rem sit, mm nsque Stifculari rt^ue Kcclesiastica (lig~ 
mtatepoUere, }%eque parendum ei. (Eneas Sylnus.) 

t Omne homk'uiium mtrtalr jmccatum esse a^nnarU. (SeyssoU.) 
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Catholic Doctkink. 

Every legitimate magistrate is to be obeyed as 
far as concerns his lawful authority, as St. Paul 
says (Rom. xiii. 2), that “ He that resisteth the 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God ; and they 
that resist purchase to themselves damnation.” 
And with St. Peter (1 Eph. ii.) they repeat: “Fear 
God. Honour the King. Servants be subject to 
your masters with all fear, not only to the good 
and gentle, but also to the froward.” 

In relation to the precept, Not to kill, the Catholics, 
whilst maintaining that every wilful murder and suicide is 
a mortal sin ; at the same time admit that there are instances 
in which the destruction of man’s life is not to be accounted 
to be a sin : as when a criminal deserving capital punishment 
is condemned and put to death ; when soldiers are fighting 
and killing in time of lawful war; and also when it happens 
that a man occasionally kills another in self-defence, or 
through some innocent mistake, &c. Therefore, if the 
Waldcnses admitted alike exceptions, there could not have 
been any disagreement on this point between them and the 
Catholics. 
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Section IV. 

RELIOIOCS TENETS ADOPTED AT A LATER PERIOD BY THE 
BOHEMIAN WALDENSES BEFORE THE TIME OF LUTHER AND 
CALVIN. 

having related the princijml tenets of the 
it Waldenses, I will now quote some of the 
:s contained in that Waldensian confession 
of faith, which their Bohemian brethren sent to Wladislaus, 
King of Hungary, in the year 1508 (“Rerum Bohem. An- 
tiqui Scriptores,” by Freher. Hanovia;, 1602). As I under- 
took to mention the religious doctrines held by the Waldenses 
before the time of Luther and Calvin, I feel mj'self obliged 
to say something on the said confession of faith, on account 
of its having been written before the time of the said 
reformers. 

In the fourteenth century John Wickliff rose in Eng- 
land, and in the following century John Huss in Bohemia. 
These two followed the Waldenses in nearly all their tenets 
enumerated in our last section, and on this ground Wickliff 
and Huss might be styled Waldensian disciples, though 
they added many more articles of their otvn, at variance 
with the universal Church. Thence it naturally happened 
that the Bohemian Waldenses, though in some way their 
masters, in other points foOowed the novelties of their 
disciples. 
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§ 1 - 


THE TENET OF THE BOHEMIAN WAI.DENSES ON 
AURICULAR CONFESSION. 

“The Bohemian Waldenses held that Auricular 
Confession is useless, and that it is enough to con- 
fess our sins to God.” (Eneas Sylvius, “ Bohem. 
Hist.”*" 


Catholic Doctrine. 

There is an obligation imposed by our Lord upon 
Christians to confess their grievous sins to the 
authorized priests.® 


• Auricularem Con/eswmem nu^trem ewe; fufficere sua qutmque Deo con- 
jiteri peccitUt, (Eneas Sylvius, l. c.) 


** Th« reason genermlU allt>fe<l againat 
Aurieular Confeaaion is chiefly this, that God 
alone knows men’s hearts, and He alone 
forgives the repentant sinners. 

** The C^tholica, on the authority of tlio 
Gospels understood in accordance with the 
old TnMiitinn of the Church, hold that 
Auricular Confession of sins is commamled to 
Christiana by onr Lord with HU positive 
precept, when He said (John xa. 23) : 
whose sins you chall forgive, they arc for- 
given them, and whose sins you sludl retain, 
they are retained.” And in snpport of this 
doctrine, thev quote the Acta of the Apostles 
(six. 18), St, James (t. 15). Origen 
(" Horn. 2 in Levit. ad Horn. 2 io Ps. 37”), 
8 l Cyrian (“ De lApsis*’),* St. Gregory 
of Xysaa (“ Adversos ooa qui conTcrsione in- 


digent,*’), St. Baail (in “Reg. Brev.” 288), 
Sc. Augustin (Horn. 49, ex lib. AO Honiil.), 
St. Irfo the Great (Ep. 91, ad “ Theod. 
Epiac.’*), Ace. &c. And in relation to the 
D»ree of the General Council of Ijiterao, 
under Innocent 111., in the year 1215, 
obliging every adult Chriatian to confiMa his 
sins to the lawful Priest at leaat once a 
year; the Catholics remark that it was not 
a law establishing Auricular Confession for 
the lint time (is A'lricular Confession of 
sins is a part of tho Saerament of Pensnee 
instituted by our Lord), but a simple law of 
the Church, directing Christians not to allow 
a year to pass without fullilling this already 
existing divine precept of confessing their 
grievous sins. 
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§ 2 . 


DEFINITION' OF THE CHURCH OF GOD GIVEN BV THE 
BOHEMIAN WAI.DENSES. 

Another change in the Wnldensian doctrine, and a very 
substantial one, is the definition of the Church. They say 
(l. c. p. 240), “ That the holy Catholic Church, which they 
believe is the whole of the elect from the beginning of the 
world to its end.” But that in relation to the ministries, 
“ They Ixdicve that the holy Catholic Church is the con- 
gregation of all Ministers and people obeying the Divine 
will, and hy obedience united under the same subjection 
from the beginning till the consummation of all times.” 
Which is in substance the definition printed by Morland in 
the Catechism, in shape of dialogue, between the Barha and 
the Infant. “The Church of God” (it is said there) “com- 
prises in her substance the whole of the elect of God ; but, 
in what relates to her ministry, the Church of God com- 
prises the Ministers with the people subject to them, and 
participating in the same ministries through faith, hope, 
and charity.” 
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CATHOLIC DEFINITION OF THE CHURCH OF OOD 
ON EARTH. 

The Catholics, regarding the quoted definitions as con- 
fused as well as very gratuitous in what relates to the Church 
of God on tliis earth, which ought to be Visible, One, Holy, 
Catholic, or Universal and Apostolic; reject them, and thus 
define the Church of God on earth : 

“ The Church is the society of all those who profess 
the faith and the doctrine of Christ; which Church Christ, 
the Prince of Shepherds, confided to the Apostle Peter and 
his Successors” to be ruled and governed.”* 


* KccifMn fft omnium Ckristi Jide^n ntque tioctrinam prt^Jitentium univtrsi- 
tas, quwH princep$ pagtomm Christug turn Prtro Apogtolo (um kujtts SuccesnorHnu 
pofctndnm tmdUiit atque <jiAtemandam. (Peter Canisiua, “Chriatian Doctrine,” 
Coloniflc, 1577, p. 131). 


* The writer of this defiaition of the 
Cliurch illustrates and cxpUitM ita hut part 
with many authorities; and ronrhides with 
that wedt koowD passage of one of the oldest 
fathers of the Church, quoted and praised 
also by TertulUao, 8t. Irenretu (''Adversus 
Hrres." lib. tii. cap. iii.), who say* that It 
is necessary that all Churches, namely, all 
belierers existing in erery part of the world, 


should unite to the Church of Rome for the 
aake of her powerful primary, and for her 
haring kept the Tradition of the Apostle* 
Ad hone Ecdffiam propter potentiorem {alibi 
potiorem) phnripaJitatem neccjsp erf offlnrat 
eonrenire i^rletiamt hoc at, eot tpii mtnt 
undique Jidda ; in qua temper ab m qui svnt 
undiqve eoHtrrvata eot ea qum t$t ab Apot- 
tolig Traditio." 
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THE BELIQIOVS DOCTRINES 


§ 3 . 


THE TENET OF THE BOHEMIAN WALDENSES ON THE 
HOET COMMUNION. 

“ It is necessary to receive the Holy Eucharist 
under the two kinds of bread and wine." (“ Rerum. 
Bohem. Script.” l. c. p. 250).” 


CATHOLIC DOCTRINE. 

It is not commanded, nor necessary, that laymen 
should receive the Holy Communion under the two 
kinds of bread and wine.” 


The BohemUn Waldenwa sopported 
their AMertion bj that paiua^* of the GoepcI 
in which it ia BAid, tlut without eating tbu 
flesh and drinking the blood of the Lord, we 
shall not hare lifo in us. 

** While admitting that at the beginning 
of Cliristianitj, Uvmcn receired gcncrallv 
the communion under the two kinds of bread 
and wine, when theyanisted at the cekbra- 
tion of the Holy mysteriei; the Catholics, io 
support of their doctrine, make the following 
remarks; — 1st, That eren in the Primitire 
Church, the Holy Communion, when not ad> 
mintstcred to those present at the time of 
the celebration of the Holy myateries, was 
given under the kind of bread alone, not only 
to the laity, but also to the Priests and 
Bishops. 2nd, Tliat as our Saviour aMumed 
our human nature, soul and body, in unity 
of His Divine Person, and as His living body 
is undivided from His Divine blood ; to re- 
ceive the ciKamunion under one kind (my of 


bread) alone is to receive at the same time 
His blood. 3rd, That, in consci^uence, an 
equal grace is given to those who receive our 
Lord under the two kinds, or under the kind 
of bread alone, if they are equally well disposed 
in their souls, ith, Tliat to give the com- 
munion under the two kinds, or under the 
kind of bread alone, is a matter Icll to tho 
discretion of tho Church, as is the case with 
ail other practices which do not pertain to 
the substance of Sacraments (sec the ‘'Coun- 
cil of Trent," sees. 21, ch. i., and se^q.). 
For these reasons, the Catholics conclude 
that it is not necessary to receive tho Holy 
Kucharist under the two kinds of bread and 
wine: and that the Church had and has the 
lawful power to prescribe to the laity, and to 
the Priests and Bishops, when they are not 
themselves celebrating tho Holy Mysteries, 
to receive the communion under the kind of 
bread alone. 
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§ 4 . 


THE TENET OF THE HOHEMIAN WALDENSES ON 
TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 

“The Bohemian Waldenses rejected admittance 
to the word ‘Transubstantiation’ in reference to the 
Mystery of Eucharisty.” (“ Rerum Bohem. Script.” 
L. c. p. 264).®* 

CATHOLIC STATEMENT ON THE SAME. 

The doctrine expressed by the word “ Transub- 
stantiation ” is founded on the written and the tra- 
ditional Word of God, and has been always believed 
in the Church.” 


• TI>o word Tran»nh»tantuilion, adopted 
that General Council of Latcran, under 
Innocent III. — by which the WaldenBCo wt-ro 
condemned in I'ilfi — was rejected by the 
Bohemian Waldenses, after haring adopted 
with WickiifT the tem>t tltat the eubatanco 
of bread and wine remains in the Eucharist 
after tho words of consecration, as the 
Lutherans also did afterwards. Yet tho 
same Bohemiao W aldcnses, in this confession 
of faith, still admit in M>me dt'greo the real 
presence of iho body of Christ in the 
Eucharist, as appears from the following 
wonis (l. C. pag. “iol ) : “ Jh'vimus autem et 
gimplirilfr ctm^frmur quod cef unu* 

iM(S ct uHtu Oominu-$ JfrHS Chritlus, ft 
quod fft i» Sacramento turn fuo naturaU 
corpore tali* ted per aliam ejnstentiam qunm 
in deitrit Dei, el odhur dicimua quod ett 
etiam mm came tpirilali.'* 

^ The doctrine of the Catholic Church 
expressed by tho word TraHttdtrtantiafion. 
is this that nhen a duly consecrated Priiat 
pronounces officially the words of consecra- 
tion on tho bread and wine, then, by the 
power of the -Almighty, the substance of the 
bread and of the wine U changed into the 
sulMtanco of the body and blcKsl of Christ, 
notwithstanding the outline, and form, and 
taste of bread and wine remaining un- 
changed. And this doctrine is derived both 
from the Evangelists, and from tho sayings 


of St Paul (ad Cor. Ep. 1), and is ex- 
pIaioi>d by the old Fathers of the Church. 
1 will quote here, as an instance, the ex- 
pressions of St. Cyrill of .lerusalem (“ Cat. 4 
Mystng.") : ** When Christ hims«dr thus 
affirms and says of tho bread, 'This is my 
body,’ who is there afterwards who should 
dare to be doubtful? Once he changed tho 
water into wine by his holy will, and is it 
not right to believe him, tliat he ha«l changed 
the aino into blood? Therefore, let ua re- 
ceive the body and blood of Christ with all 
certainty. Because, under tlie species of 
bread, is given his body to you, and under 
the species of wine, is given to you his 
blood. Keep it as most certain that the 
bread which we sec is not brt«ad, though to 
our taste it seems bn^ad, but it is the body 
of Christ; and tho wine which we see, 
though to the taste appt^rs to be wine, it ta 
not wine, but it is the bloml of Christ.’* 
Qiiare cum omni c^titvdine mrjrut ct 
»tiuquintm Christi rumamur. JVam sub 
specie pants datur tibi eorput, et sub specie 
rini datur sanguis . . . Pro certismmo habeas 
panrm hunc qui videtur a nobis non ease 
panem, etiatnsi gustus panem esae sentiat, ard 
esse corjius CArisfi, et rinum quod a nobis 
conjiptW/ur, tamefm scnrtri gustus nnum esse 
ndeatur, non tamen nnum, trd aanguincm 
ease Christi. 


K 
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TUE W AIDES SES. 


CONCLUSION. 



)T has been clearly proved, by means of undeniable 
authorities, that the Waldenscs had their first 
origin in the second half of the twelfth century, 
and that I’ctcr of Vaud, the rich merchant of Lyons, was 
their founder; that the persecutions endured by the Wal- 
den.ses in I’iemont were chiefly caused by their transgressing 
the laws of the country and the orders of their civil rulers; 
that the barbarities described by an unfaithful historian, and 
on his authority published by other writers, as perpetrated 
against them in the year 1655, arc all mere inventions of a 
deceiver; and that the religious opinions adopted by the 
same AValdcnses, after separating from the Universal Church, 
are not the doctrines taught by our Lord or his Apostles. 

The gentle reader, who has seen and perused this little 
volume, not commendable indeed for its elocution and style, 
but yet entitled to some consideration on account of the 
authorities and documents herein contained, will, I hojic, 
take now the trouble to cast his eyes again on my pre- 
face, and compare the established historical facts with the 
unwarranted assertions related there to have been made 
at a meeting held last year at the London residence of a 
noble Duke. In making this comparison, he will be sur- 
prised at seeing the old saying confirmed, that “ There is 
nothing so clear and certain that may not be easily dis- 
torted by false assertions and sophistries." In fact, none of 
those bold assertions there made, can stand when brought 
face to face with the real facts. Every proposition stated 
there is not only incorrect, but has not any foundation of 
truth. It is not true that the “ Waldenses had guarded 
the primitive Christianity of the Apostles for at least six- 
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teen hundred years.” They appeared the first time only 
si.x hundred j'ears ago. It is not true, that “ The beginning 
of their belief is unknown.” By a great number of con- 
temporaries it is proved that they 8Cj>arated from the 
Universal Church, of whom they were children, in the second 
half of the twelfth century. And, setting aside the other 
assertions respecting their doctrines and sufferings, so fully 
contradicted in the second and third parts, it is not true 
that Irenoeus, the glorious Bishop and Martyr of Lyons, 

“ Had founded in the second century a Church for tlie Wal- 
denses.” They did not exist until ten centuries after his 
time. That St. Iremeus, the champion of the Apostolical 
succession of the Homan Pontiffs, the assertor of the Tradi- 
tions of the Church, the conqueror of all heresies, can be 
stated to have founded a Church for those who resisted the 
Roman Church, rejected the Traditions of the ancient 
Fathers, and held doctrines characterized as heretical by 
the same Church, is most intolerable and calumnious. 

The labour I have undergone in collecting and putting 
in order and commenting upon the documents published, 
many of them for the first time, in this volume, will not be 
despised, I hope, by those learned men who, being free from 
prejudiced opinions, will be glad to see some better light 
shining upon the Waldensian origin ajid facts. These facts ♦ 
have too often been distorted and misrepresented, on ac- 
count of the narrative of John Leger being taken as a true 
historical statement. It will be a full reward to me, and 
will cause me to forget the tediousness of my labour, if 
these persons will judge that I have not lost my time, 
and am giving to the public a volume not altogether un- 
profitable. 

Before ending I cannot disguise my fear in relation to 
another class of persons, who have the idea deeply rooted 
in their mind that the Waldenses are the link of the golden 
chain connecting the Protestants and new Reformers with 
the Apostles and disciples of the Primitive Church. When 
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hearing of a book which shows clearly that the imaginary 
link does not exist, and that the Apostolical origin, the 
innocent conduct, and the pure doctrine of the old Wal- 
denses cannot be maintained ; they will, perhaps, rise up 
against; my little work. I can well imagine that some of 
this class will at least say that this ])ublication is only good 
for mischief ; that it is contrary to the persuasion of all the 
good friends of the Vaudois; and that it would have been 
much better to have left matters as they stood for centuries. 
Such persons may be compared to that man mentioned by 
Horace, who, instead of being grateful to his friends for 
having restored him to his senses, reproached them in these 
words : “ By Jove ! you have killed and not saved me, 
friends, by taking thus forcibly away my pleasure and the 
most pleasing rambling of my mind.” • 

I conclude by saying to those, w’ho are more influenced 
by party spirit than by a love of truth, that no objection 
against this poor volume will be conclusive, if the Docu- 
ments brought forward here are not proved to be false. 


* Jhl ! me occiduttie, amici. 

Non mrdeti'i, ait ; cut sic cjiorta tolupias, 

Et demptus per vim mentis ffratissimus errvr. 

(Hor. Epistol. lib. ii. ep, ti. ad Jiilium Flonirn.) 
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CTS, Public of Piemont, 
earliest in which the 
Waldonses arc named, 
4r4. 

Alms sent to the Wul« 
densos from England in 1655, to 
the amount of X75Q0, noto 40. p.ii£L 

Ba.rba, name given by tho 'Wulden- 
ecs to their epiritn^ rulers in Pie- 
mout, aTid why, 42. 

Bellavilla (do). 8ee Dorbone. 

Deles Mayus, or Belosmonis, or Bo- 
lesmanis, Archbishop of Lyons, 
exiles the Waldcnses from his dis- 
trict, note ^ pp. 3* 13. 14^ S2. 

Bernard, Abbot of Chaudo Fontaine, ' 
writer against tho WaldoDBce about 
the year 1200; 1^ Id. | 

Archbishop of Narbonne, > 

condemns the WaJdofises as here- i 
tics, according to tho sentence of 
Raymundus de Deventria, 14, LL , 

Prirao, formerly a Waldensis, | 

united to tho Catholic Church, and ! 
chief of a religious society approved 
by Popo Alexander III., in 1210, 
82 . 

Biouchi, a criminal condemned to 
death, quoted by J. Loger, as con- 
firming the details of his narrative, 
72. 

Blessings. See Consecration. 

Borbone, or do Bella Villa F. Stovan, 
a preacher of the Dominican order, 
author of a book on the gifts of the 
Holy Qhost. 0. 

his interesting account of the 

origin of tho Waldenses, IQ, 14. 

Bradshaw, Henry, Librarian of the 
University of Cambridge, discoverer 


of the long lost Woldonsian manu- 
scripts, preface; 

his statement on the true dates 

of the same, ^ d4. 

Brethren of Our Lord, tho so-called, 
his cousins, note ^ p. 22. 

Ca.hixis’ (De) Samuel, opinions on the 
Waldcnses, 31* 32. 

Cliampiou (Rev. Edmund) view of 
the antiquity of tho WaJdonsos, 
32, Si 

Church (Tho) of God, failure of, under 
Pope Sylvester, assorted by the 
Waldcnses, 8, IQL 

— — denied by the Catholics, note 44, 

p. 102. 

definition of, according to the 

Bohemian Waldenses, and accord- 
ingto the Catholics, note ^ p. 127. 

Claudius, Bishop of Turin, an icon- 
oclast, hud no followers — blamed 
hy his contemporaries, dishononrod 
in his remains, 45, 46. 

Communion nndcr the two kinds, 
opinion of the Waldenses and Ca- 
tholics concerning, notes ^ ^ p. 
12S. 

Condemnation (the first principal) of 
the Waldcnses, note L p- 2. 

Confession (Auricnlar), denied by tho 
Bohemian Waldenses, andconfessed 
necessary by the Catholics, notes 
64, 6^ p. 125. 

(Sacramental), doctrine of, ac- 
cording to tho Waldenses and the 
Catholics, notes §L 52* p* HL 

Consecration and Blessing, opinions 
of the Waldenses, 106. and Catho- 
lics concerning, note 4^ p. 107. 

Constantine tho Great, did not leave 
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the Western empire to Pop© Syl- 
vester, note ^ p. 49. 

Cromwell, the Protector, offers to 
transplant the Waldcnses to Iro- 
laud, ZfL 


Dates of the earliest public acts of 
Piemont in which tho Waldcnses 
arc named, 

(false), assigned by Logor and 

his followers to the oldest Waldcn- 
siau manuscripts, 52, 

— — the real, of the same manuscripte, 
53,54 

— — proved, proofs from tho contents 
of the Waldousian manuscripts, 
54,57, 

Doctrihks (religious) of tho Walden- 

BOB : — 

do not contain many orrors at- 

tributod to them by mistake, hL 
— ■■ not at first at varianco with the 
doctrines of tho Catholic Church, 
88; afterwards some of tlioir doc- 
trines op{x>sed to tho teaching of 
tho Chnrch, 82. 

did not originally profess many 

doctrines afterwards adopted from 
Colvin, tK>. 

■ profession of faith prosonted to 
the Senate of Turin, 

reproached for their religious 

changes, by M. A. Rorengo, 91i ad- 
mitted at first, like tho Catholics, 
tho whole of the Bible, 93, 94^ the 
Seven Sacraments, ^ 9^ the 
honour due to tho Virgin Mary, 
97. 98; tho confession of sins, 98 ; 
the nocossity of good works: — 
chastity — the indissolnbility of 
marriage, 9^ 22. 

Church. 

Communion. 

Confessions and oonfossiog 


Consecration. 

Fasting. 

Holy days. 

Images and relics. 
Indulgences. 

Lay magistrates. 
Lies, 

Lord’s Prayer, 
Murders. 


Se« 


Oaths. 

Pope and Priests. 

Preaching. 

See Purgatory. 

Saints. 

Scriptures. 

■ Transubstautiation. 

Document (the oldest public) in which 
tho Waldenscs are mentioned, 43. 

Dubravins (John, Bishop of Olmutz), 
his opinion of the character of 
Peter Waldcusis, 4L 

Dungalius writes against Clandins, 
Bishop of Turin, 

Durandus of Hucsca, formerly a mas- 
ter of Waldism, in Milan, united 
to the Catholic Church with many 
followers, 82. 

— his Society approved in 1208, by 
Alexander III,, 82. 

Ekeas Stlvtvs. Set Picoolomini. 

Engraving representing the alleged 
massacres of tho Waldcnses. Set 
Massacres. 

Epoch (the) of the beginning of tho 
Waldcnsiau sect, confirmed by the 
Waldousian manuscripts, note 37, 
p. 51/ See Origin and Dates. 

Fastojo, tho Waldcnses deny tho nc- 
ccesity of. and tho Catholics main- 
tain it, 117. 

Ferreri (St. Vincent), preaches in the 
valley of Angrogna, note ^ p. 3L 

Hermits of St. Augustin, tho two 
Societies of Bernardo Primo and 
of Durandus of Hucsca incorpo- 
rated with, in 1250, 82. 

Histoire veritable of the Vaudois, in 
the King's Library of Turin ; its 
author's opinion on John Lcger, 
75, ^82. 

; Holy days of obligation not admitted 
by the Waldcnses, except Sundays ; 
contrary opinion of Catholics, 
112 . 

Huss (John), See Wickliff. 

Images of Saints. See Relics. 

Iiidalgcnccs condemned by tho Wal- 
denses upheld by Catholics, note 
59,6^p. UiL 

Innocent the Eighth; his letter con- 
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coraing tho crimes of tho Wat* 
duiiHCS, &L 

Inuocout the Third coudomns the Wal- 
donscB, note p. 43. 

Ireland, a part of, ofTored to tho 
Waldensee of Piemont by Crom* 
welt, uoto 41, p. 20. 

IrenienK, St., wrongly stated to have 
built a church to tho Waldonaos. 
Conclusion. 

Irish regiment, none with tho mU 
uister Pianeaza in 1655 ; 7^ IL 

Jajc£S, Bishop of Turin ; his applica* 
tion to tho Emperor Otho for 
assistance in driving away tho i 
Waldenscs, note ^ p. 42. I 

Joseph, chastity of St., asserted by 
tho Waldenscs, 99. 

Lay MAOisiTitATEs, riews of the Wal- 
douses oonceming their power, Ac., 
122 , 120 . 

Logcr, Anthony, undo of John, retires 
to Genova, condemned to death, ^ , 
l^liL 

Legor, John, caution rospcctiug, 59. 

his character, given by Guisher- 

non, 

by tho author of the “ Histolro 

Veritable,” 60. 

perverts tho order of Maria 

Christina, OL . 

— - deceives Morland — forges dates of 
the Waldcnsiau MSS. — his mis* 
Btatomonts^condemuod to death 
for high troason, 02. • 

sentence upon him, 02. 

his details of cruelties compared | 

with the real depositions, to , 

aa. 

his erronooas interpretations of 

tho statomonts of Beincrius Sacco 
— of Pilichdorff— of Archbishop 
Soyssoll — Samnel de Casinis — 
Ed. Champion — Prior Rorongo— 
Bov. T. Belvedere, 62. See also 
Bianchi and Mondouo. 

Loo in tho time of Constantine— re- 
puted facts concerning him more 
fables, 22* ^ 45, Ml 12. 

Lios, view of tho Waldenscs concern* 
ing, and of the Catholics, note ^ 
56. p. lliL 


Lingard's sketch about tho facts of 
the year 1655 ; (ki to 2L 

Lord's Prayer, tho doctrine of tho 
Waldenscs as to; of tho Catholics, 
note 45, p. 103. 

Louis the IMous, causes many eccle- 
siastics to write agtunst Claudius, 
bishoi) of Turin, 46. 

Lucins in.. Pope, condemned tho 
Waldenses, in 11&4, at Verona; 
his words, notes 1 and 8, See also 
Monasticr, Id. 

Manusckipts, tho extant Waldcnsiau, 
true antiquity of, note ^ p. 5L 

Mapes or Mapous, Walter; his state- 
ment al)OUt the Waldenses ; his 
work, ” Do Nngis Cnrialiam,” in 
Home at the thli^ Council of Late- 
ran, note 2^ pp. 34, ^ 

Massacres, tho sup|X)8od, described 
by Iicgcr, first published with en- 
gravings by Morland, republished 
twenty-two years after by Legor, 
with tho same engravings, com- 
pared with tho real dopositioas, Z1 
to 83. 

Mondono, quoted l:^ Legor as having 
received tho dopositioas of the de- 
tails of tho supposed massacres in 
his quality of a public notary, not 
a notary then, and declared not to 
have reooivod any depositions, Z2. 

Monasticr, Anthony ; his statement 
about the Pope Lacius the Secoud 
proved erroneous, note 89. p. 56. 
52. 

Moncta, Von. Father, flourisbod in 
1230, professor of philosophy — bo- 
came a Dominican — wrote *' Contra 
Catharos et Valdonses ” in 1244- 
Vicar of St. Dominic in Milan — 
evidence on the Origin of tho Wal- 
densos — his argumonts c^ainst 
some Waldensian tenets, 4 to 9. 

Morland, Sir Samuel, misinformed 
and misled by Loger in relation to 
tho Waldensian facts, 52. 

his ” History of the Evangelical 

Church ” may be regarded as the 
first edition of Loger — bis cha- 
racter defended, 5^ sent by Crom- 
well to Tnrin, and onterti^cd in 
Turin at tho Duke's expense, 20. 

— ■ I deposits tho MSS. relating to 


136 


IKDEX, 


the descriptiona of tho craelties of 
1655 in the Cambridge Library. 72. 

hU letter to Thurloe, 

hia traualatioa of a Waldcnaian 

passage, ^ 

Moscheim, etatement of, that Peter of 
Yaud or Yaux is the founder of the 
Y'aldeuaes, blamed by the English 
translator, 42. 

Murders, particulars of, related by 
J. Leger proved inconBistcut. Sr<^ 
Massac r«>s. 

doctrines of tho Waldenses, 122. 

and of the Catholics, couconiing, 
V2:i. 

N£A>'n£a, Dr. Augustus, derives tho 
sect of tho Waldousos from Peter 
WalduB, iiL 

Kobla Leyton, La, two MSS. of, exist* 
ing in the library of tho University 
of Cambridge do not supjwrt tho 
antiquity of tho Waidonaian sect 
stated by Leger — description of, 
52 to 57. 

— photograph and lithograph of, 
ProniiMpkee, 5S. 

Oatiis, doctrine of tho Waldcnses as 
to, notes 53, ^ p. 112; of tho Ca- 
tholics, •&. 

Obedience to lay magistrates not al- 
ways denied by the Waldousos, 122. 

Catholic teaching about the 

same, 123. 

Opinions. See Keligious Optuions. 

Origin of the Waldcnses, note 3, pp.^ 
5.S. ILl^ ^ 34, 

3^ ^ 39, ^ 41, 4^ ^ &Q, 52. 

pAlKTlxos. See Relics. 

Perrin derives the Yaudois from 
Peter Yaldo, 4L 

has not translated faithfully tho 

Waldonsian MSS., 2tL 

his history tho offspring of tho 

French Protestant Church, 2L 

Persecution of tho Waldcnses in Pie- 
mout; why they were porseented, 

^ ^ ^ 67. ^ B4, tiS. 

details of facts relating to tho 

persecution of 1655 i gih 22. 

Pianezza. Marquis of, fought against 
tho Woldenscs, 69. 

Piccolomini’s, Eneas Sylvias, state- 


ment does not confirm tho false 
amtiquity of the Woldouscs, 32. 

PUichdorff, Peter, S. T. P.; epoch of 
his writing on the Waldcnses, and 
various MSS. of his work, 20. 

true version of a passage from, 

nnfaithfuily quoted by L^cr and 
others, 2L 

mistake in the miswritten num- 
ber of years corrected, 22. 

Po|>o (tho Po{)o of Rome) called an 
heresiarch by the Waldcnses; re- 
st>octed by tho Catholics as tho 
Primate and Chief of the Chnrch of 
God, 108. m 

Preaching, public, permitted to ©very- 
body, according to tho Waldcnses, 
not according to Catholics, note 50, 

p.112. 

Priests, when wicked, havo no au- 
thority, according to tho Wal- 
deusos, UWi according to the Ca. 
thoUcs, their authority def>eadB only 
upon their ordination, note ^ p. 
1112. 

Purgatory, the, regarded by tho Wal- 
deuses as an invention of the sixth 
century, 114. 

by Catholics maintained to be an 

article of old Christian faith, notes 

^5S,p.ll5. 

Ratmundcs PE Detkctria. Bm Ber- 
nard, Archb. of Narbonno. 

Records of public men proving the 
rebellion of the Waldcnses, B4. 

Reinerins Sacco, from being bishop 
of heretics, became a Dominican, 
and defender of the Catholic faith. 

notices a)>out the MSS. of his 

works, note ^ p. 12. 

passage of his work misconstrued 

by Leger and others. 

derives tho Waldcnses from the 

mcrcliant of Lyons. 

date of his writing, 18, 19. 

Relics. f>aintings.andixnagr;sofSaint8, 
views of tbs Waldenses rcs|xx?tiDg, 
note p< 120; of tho Catholics, 
note 63, p. 121. 

Richard of Cluuy, writer of tho lives 
of Popes Alexander 111. and Inno- 
cent III., L 

- — his statement about PeterWaldus 
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aH founder of the WaldonRian i 
sect iu tho year 1170; 2. 

Roren^ (Hov. Mark Aurelias, Count 
of Luoemo, falsely quoted by Logor 
and Morland), doce not confirm but 
destroys their assertions ; disprovos j 
the boasted antiquity and aucicut I 
suoceaaiou of the WaldensoR, ^ 3;^ \ 
35, 3C. 

SACca Reinorius Sacco. ' 

Saints (the) according to the Wal- } 
denscs, are not to bo invoked, ! 
Catholic doctrine on the same sab> 
ject, note 6L p- 112- , 

Scriptures (the Holy) alone, according j 
to the WaldcuRos. Rutficiont for RaU ' 
vation, note 40, p. lOl: by the Ca- 
tholics nctdoemedRufificientwithout , 
the Tradition of the Charch, note 

47, p. 1or>_ 

Sects at Milan in the middle of tho 
thirtoentb century, number of, lil. 

Seyssell, Archbishop of Turin, his ‘ 
U'stimony as to tho mitiquity of 
the Waldensiau sect iu bis diocese, 
note 2^ pp. 2tL 
See alto L*'o. 

Sims (tho Rov. Thomas), bis very in- 
genious aud true remarks on the 
supposed date of Xja Xobla Leyton, j 
55 . ' 

Tuaditioss (tho Apostolical) held by ! 
tho Catholic Church, note 47. p. 105 j 

Translation and transcriptiou of part ' 
of the Bible in tho vernacular lan- 
guage by two priests, by desire of | 
Peter Waldensis. 11, ‘ 

Traosabstautiation, drxstriue of tho 
Woldenses as to; of the Catholics, l 
notes ^ ^ p. 

Waldeksib, or do Vaadio, or Vaudois. 
or Valdo (Peter) ; 

"""■ his birthplace and dwelling- 
house, note 2, pp. ^ 22. 

cauRod part of the Bible to l>e 

translated by two priests. ^ 11, 

■' author of tho Waldensian sect, 
notes 22. 35, pp. 2. 4 8, 10, 16, Ig, 

23, ^27,35,3g,39,40.4L4L 

48, ^5L 


his riches and leaniiug, 2.11. 12. 

his preaching, 12, 2tf. 29. 

' his change of life, uotell, pp.3, 
mi9.41. 

restrained from preaching — 

exiled and excommunicated, or con- 
demned, notes L 7, 8, pp. 3. 12. 16. 
2Sh^2!i 

educated in tho Catholic Church 

with his first followers, 40. 
Valleuscs, or Valdcuses (the name of), 
given by two old writers to tho fol- 
lowers of Peter do Vaudia, false de- 
rivation of, 16, HI 

Virgin Mary, views of tho Waldonses 
concerning, 22. 

Waldenses (Tho) : 

founded by Peter Waldensis. 2. 6. 

10, 30, 41, 12. 

origin proved by tho Waldensiau 

MSS. 48, 6L 62. 

• not the snecessors of the 

Apostles, 6, 2. 

date when they were restrained 

or condcmiiod, note L PP- 2, U. 

why called Poor of Lyons, liL 

appearance of holiness, and their 

disguises, 13. 14. ‘25 

did not exist in the time of PojKj 

Silvester, 22- 

their derivation from a certain 

Leo at tho time of Ck)nBtantine the 
Groat, a fable, 26. 27. 28. 22. 

were not in existence at tho time 

of ClaudiuB. Bishop of Turin, 45, 
46. 

spread over the mountains of 

Dauphiuy, aud, many years after- 
wards, into diflerent parts of the 
world. 3^ 35. 

not in Piemont before tho end 

of tho twelfth century, 37, ifiL 
i - ■ ■ approximate date of their going 

into IMemout, 26. 41. 43. 

their conduct there at first, 42. 

so naniod when they wont into 

Piomont, 43. 

~ — wore not in Piemont before the 
time of Peter Waldo, ^ 44. 

— pnnished in Piomont for their 
rebollions aud crimes, ^ 62. 

■ confess their guilt in a public 
})Ctition. 67, 6S. 
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I MiUiUscnpU. ' 

Murdore. 

iVrsocutionft (of the). | 

Rcli|;pou8 Doctrines (ol the). * 
Kocords (of the). 

Walter Mapcs. 31apes. I 

War in Piemout, number of killed in, | 


W'icklifl* and iluss (John), followers 
of the old WaldcDses, 

WritorM (the) of the Waldensian facts 
not hlameoblo for their mis-state- 
menta, beinf^deceiTod by Loger,ti3. 
Writers and books (a list of) consulted 
by the Author — Preface. 
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Pago 23, lino 17, /or “taaght" read ** thought.’* 

Pago 33, lino 19, /or ” Sir James Morlaud ” reatl “ Sir Samuel 
MorlaiuL” 

i’agc 68, line 24, read *• tho extract of his narrative as nearly 
as possible in bis own words.” 

Page 99, lino 17, /or ** pense” read “ |wn 2 o.” 

Pago 131, lujo 2, /or ** six” r*ntd “sovou.** 

Page 133, 1st col. 1. 26, p. 134, 2nd col. I. 20, /or *' Alexander” 
read " Innocent.” 
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